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An Introduction to Law Cambridge University Press

Since the publication of its first edition, this textbook has become
the definitive student introduction to the subject. As with earlier
editions, the seventh edition gives a clear understanding of
fundamental legal concepts and their importance within society.
In addition, this book addresses the ways in which rules and the
structures of law respond to and impact upon changes in
economic and political life. The title has been extensively
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updated and explores recent high profile developments such as
the Civil Partnership Act 2005 and the Racial and Religious
Hatred Bill. This introductory text covers a wide range of topics in
a clear, sensible fashion giving full context to each. For this
reason An Introduction to Law is ideal for all students of law, be
they undergraduate law students, those studying law as part of a
mixed degree, or students on social sciences courses which offer
law options.

An Introduction to Law and Economics Wolters Kluwer
Distinguished by brevity, lucid writing, and well-chosen examples,
An Introduction to Law and Economics, now in its Fifth Edition,
focuses on a set of core topics that include property, contracts,
torts, criminal law, and litigation. Avoiding specialized jargon and
mathematics, Polinsky teaches students how to think like an
economist and understand legal issues from an economic
perspective. New to the Fifth Edition: A streamlining of the
products liability chapter A revised discussion of the
redistributive effects of legal rules to reflect more recent
scholarship on this topic The addition of several other
refinements in the text and in new footnotes An updated
bibliography Professors and students will benefit from: Solid
coverage of relevant economic principles A normative approach
that illustrates how to assess legal rules and policies in terms of
economic and social goals Clear explanations of concepts

An Introduction to Law and Legal Reasoning Wolters Kluwer
Now in its Third Edition, An Introduction to Law and Legal
Reasoning continues to be the ideal go-to for the first year law
student. It is a short, practical book that introduces beginning law
students and others to contemporary law and legal reasoning. By
presenting these topics through various discussions of cases and
examples, it provides students with a solid source to reference
for years to come. A dependable, practical source, that: Covers
analogical and deductive reasoning, as well as the roles of legal
conventions, purposes, and policies in legal reasoning Discusses
cases of varying difficulty to diversify the learning process
Presents law and legal reasoning primarily through discussions of
cases and examples that avoid the abstraction characteristic of
most competing books Emphasizes the law as used in practice by
lawyers and judges Provides an explicit and systematic
introduction to law and legal reasoning Offers a source suitable
for use as supplementary reading in any first year course, in legal
research and writing courses, in paralegal courses, and in other
settings This great new edition has been carefully updated to
include: A new chapter, "Hardest Cases," that highlights cases
notorious in the press Updates throughout that guarantee the
most current legal information

An Introduction to Law and Regulation

Text and Materials Cambridge University Press

In recent years, regulation has emerged as one of the most
distinct and important fields of study in the social sciences, both
for policy-makers and for scholars who require a theoretical
framework that can be applied to any social sector. This timely
textbook provides a conceptual map of the field and an
accessible and critical introduction to the subject. Morgan and
Yeung set out a diverse and stimulating selection of materials
and give them context with a comprehensive and critical
commentary. By adopting an interdisciplinary approach and
emphasising the role of law in its broader social and political
context, it will be an invaluable tool for the student coming to
regulation for the first time. This clearly structured, academically
rigorous title, with a contextualised perspective, is essential

reading for all students of the subject.
Invitation to Law and Society

An Introduction to the Study of Real Law University of
Chicago Press

Law and Society is a rapidly-growing interdisciplinary field that
turns on its head the conventional, idealized view of the “Law” as
a magisterial abstraction. Kitty Calavita’s Invitation to Law and
Society brilliantly brings to life the ways in which law shapes and
manifests itself in the institutions and interactions of human
society, while inviting the reader into conversations that
introduce the field’'s dominant themes and most lively
disagreements. Deftly interweaving scholarship with familiar
personal examples, Calavita shows how scholars in the discipline
are collectively engaged in a subversive exposé of law’s public
mythology. While surveying prominent issues and distinctive
approaches to the use of the law in everyday life, as well as its
potential as a tool for social change, this volume provides a view
of law that is more real but just as compelling as its mythic
counterpart. In a field of inquiry that has long lacked a
sophisticated yet accessible introduction to its ways of thinking,
Invitation to Law and Society will serve as an engaging and
indispensible guide.

An Introduction to the Law of Trusts OUP Oxford

A comprehensive, stimulating introduction to trusts law, which
provides readers with a clear conceptual framework to aid
understanding of this challenging area of the law. Aimed at
readers studying trusts at an undergraduate level, it provides a
succinct and enlightening account of this area of the law. Concise
and clear, this book also identifies and discusses many analytical
perspectives, encouraging a deeper understanding of the issues
at hand. It offers an outstanding treatment of specific areas, in
particular remedial constructive trusts and trusts of family
homes. Ideal for providing a broad background to the issues
before embarking on an in-depth study of trusts, it can also be
used to help the reader to develop their understanding. For those
looking to challenge themselves, detailed footnotes highlight
further issues and point the direction for future reading. Fully
revised to take into account the Charities Act 2006, judicial
developments through case law, and recent academic work in
this area, this new edition in the renowned Clarendon Law Series
offers a well-written, careful, and insightful introduction to the
law of trusts.

Introduction to Law Springer

This book is exceptional in the sense that it provides an
introduction to law in general rather than the law of one specific
jurisdiction, and it presents a unique way of looking at legal
education. It is crucial for lawyers to be aware of the different
ways in which societal problems can be solved and to be able to
discuss the advantages and disadvantages of different legal
solutions. In this respect, being a lawyer involves being able to
reason like a lawyer, even more than having detailed knowledge
of particular sets of rules. Introduction to Law reflects this view by
focusing on the functions of rules and on ways of arguing the
relative qualities of alternative legal solutions. Where ‘positive’
law is discussed, the emphasis is on the legal questions that must
be addressed by a field of law and on the different solutions
which have been adopted by, for instance, the common law and
civil law tradition. The law of specific jurisdictions is discussed to
illustrate possible answers to questions such as when the
existence of a valid contract is assumed.
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Legal Literacy

An Introduction to Legal Studies Athabasca University Press
To understand how the legal system works, students must
consider the law in terms of its structures, processes, language,
and modes of thought and argument—in short, they must
become literate in the field. Legal Literacy fulfills this aim by
providing a foundational understanding of key concepts such as
legal personhood, jurisdiction, and precedent, and by introducing
students to legal research and writing skills. Examples of cases,
statutes, and other legal materials support these concepts. While
Legal Literacy is an introductory text, it also challenges students
to consider critically the system they are studying. Touching on
significant socio-legal issues such as access to justice, legal
jargon, and plain language, Zariski critiques common legal
traditions and practices, and analyzes what it means “to think
like a lawyer.” As such, the text provides a sound basis for those
who wish to pursue further studies in law or legal studies as well
as those seeking a better understanding of how the legal field
relates to the society that it serves.

An Introduction to Law, Law Study, and the Lawyer's Role
In this newly updated volume, Moliterno and Lederer take a fresh
and innovative look at the subject of law and what law study and
the practice of law entail by combining a traditional academic
viewpoint with elements of law practice and ethics as it continues
to be widely used in orientation and introductory courses. The
American legal system can be hard to understand. Going to law
school is both difficult and anxiety-producing. Introduction to Law
is designed to help in both areas. Written by two highly-
experienced legal educators at America's oldest law school,
Introduction to Law provides the reader with a written equivalent
of William & Mary Law School's famous introductory law school
week. Often light-hearted, this useful and pragmatic book
combines an innovative introduction to the American legal
system with material on how to read and understand court cases
and, critically, the lawyer's interaction with the client. All too
often, legal texts ignore people, especially the client whose need
for legal advice first engages the legal system. The text shows
the reader how a lawyer must ascertain facts and goals from a
client and then apply what the new lawyer (or law student) has
learned about law and its interpretation to solve the client's
problem. Revised in 2010 to be fresher, more readable, and more
timely in its current events references, Introduction to Law is an
ideal book for a soon-to-be law student or for anyone who wants
a better understanding of how our legal system and lawyers
function.

Introduction to Law and the Legal System Houghton Mifflin
College Division

Introduction to Law and the Legal System provides an overview
of law and the American legal system, using a variety of cases to
support the major functions of U.S. law. Suitable for a variety of
departments and courses, this text is known for its broad
coverage and introductory level, flexible organization, and use of
cases to explain legal concepts.

An Introduction to the Philosophy of Law The Lawbook
Exchange, Ltd.

Pound, Roscoe. An Introduction to the Philosophy of Law. New
Haven: Yale University Press, 1922. 307 pp. Reprinted 2003 by
The Lawbook Exchange, Ltd. LCCN 2002044351. ISBN
1-58477-327-8. Cloth. $70. * Pound's Introduction outlines the
philosophical foundations that support Anglo-American common
law. A written version of the Storrs Lectures delivered at Yale

University during the academic year 1921-1922. "Dean Pound
has given us a clear, concise introduction to the philosophy of the
law. It is so concise that it is impossible to summarize it so as to
give any idea of its wealth of learning....An excellent, impartial
and concise presentation of the subject..." William Herbert Page,
Harvard Law Review 36:115-117 cited in Marke, A Catalogue of
the Law Collection at New York University (1953) 922.

What Makes Law

An Introduction to the Philosophy of Law Cambridge
University Press

This advanced introduction to central questions in legal
philosophy attempts to breathe new life into stalled research.

Philosophy of Law

A Very Short Introduction Oxford University Press

Raymond Wacks reveals the intriguing and challenging nature of
legal philosophy, exploring the notion of law and its role in our
lives. He refers to key thinkers from Aristotle to Rawls, from
Bentham to Derrida and looks at the central questions behind
legal theory, and law's relation to justice, morality, and
democracy.

An Introduction to American Law

The fundamental rules, court cases, concepts and trends of each
key subject in American law are presented in a narrative tailored
to the reader without an American legal background. Each
chapter covers a major area of law, summarizes the leading
doctrines, analyzes recurring, current and developing trends,
highlights areas of contemporary debate, offers streamlined
versions of precedent-setting cases, raises questions for further
discussion, and lists important vocabulary words.This book is
ideal for readers who want to understand the contemporary
American legal system at a more than superficial level, but who
are not currently studying to become American lawyers. The
style, organization and content make the book attractive for such
readers as those planning on entering law school; paralegal
assistants; students of American law outside of the United States;
American undergraduates taking a course in American law and/or
in a pre-law program; and graduate level students in subjects
other than American law. The size, weight and price of the book
are tailored to make the book attractive to students.

Whose Monet?

An Introduction to the American Legal System Wolters
Kluwer

This extraordinary paperback provides a highly accessible and
appealing orientation to the American legal system and presents
basic concepts of civil litigation to first-year law students. Whose
Monet? An Introduction to the American Legal System focuses on
a lengthy dispute over the ownership of a painting as a vehicle
for introducing students to the basic law school tasks of reading
analytically, understanding legal materials, and working with the
common law. The author and his colleagues have used these
materials successfully in their classrooms for many years,
ensuring their teachability and effectiveness: Whose Monet? can
be used as primary course material in orientation courses or
seminars, as well as collateral reading for in-semester Legal
Process or Civil Procedure courses The organization is logical and
straightforward and the accessible writing style--lucid,
descriptive, and conversational--is ideal for incoming students
The major events in a lawsuit are considered, and the text sheds



light on how the law is applied in a civil dispute, introducing
common law and statutory law and the various courts and their
interrelationship (trial/appellate, state/federal) The author draws
on judicial opinions, litigation papers, transcripts, and selections
from commentators and various jurisprudential sources, thereby
exposing the first-year student to as broad a spectrum of
materials as possible Telling the story of a real lawsuit (DeWeerth
v. Baldinger)--from client intake through trial and various
appeals--draws students into the legal process by means of an
engaging narrative and makes for a truly enjoying teaching
experience for professors The lawyer's role is examined in both
its functional and moral dimensions: What do lawyers do? What
does society legitimately expect lawyers to do? This book is
suitable for both classroom and stand-alone assigned reading

Law and Society

An Introduction CRC Press

In recent years, legal studies courses have increased the focus on
contemporary social issues as part of the curriculum. Law and
Society: An Introduction discusses the interface between these
two institutions and encourages students in the development of
new insights on the topic. The book begins by introducing
definitions, classifications, and the concept of the "rule of law." It
then explores: Principal legal systems, including common law,
civil law, Islamic and socialist systems, and American Indian law
Feminist legal theories, critical race theory, and the roles of
morality and values in social control The contributions of
sociological research and its impact on the law Court systems
and procedures, the exclusionary rule, and plea bargaining The
nature and process of legislative, administrative, and judicial
lawmaking Alternative dispute resolution and international
arbitration and mediation The law as a mechanism for social
changes, such as those brought on by the 1964 Civil Rights Act
Issues related to the legal profession and professional
responsibility This text eliminates the need for a separate reader
by also discussing controversial legal topics—including
affirmative action, education, the death penalty, right to work
laws, and abortion. Each chapter builds on the previous ones and
includes concrete examples of the issues involved. Enhanced by
chapter summaries of salient points, review questions, and
practical exercises, the book is designed to encourage students
in the development of new insights into the relationships
between law and society.
An Introduction to International
Publishers

National judges are a sort of propelling force behind international
law to the extent that they perceive the need to realize that
international solidarity which is too often lacking at the level of
governments. Hence they are the principal addressees of this
book.

Law Martinus Nijhoff

Order and Dispute

An Introduction to Legal Anthropology Quid Pro Books

A classic resource in the modern study of the anthropology of
law, this book is now widely available again in an updated and
expanded edition. There are many societies that survive in a
remarkably orderly fashion without the help of judges, law courts
and policemen. They are small in scale and have relatively simple
technologies, lacking those centralized agencies which we
associate with legal systems; yet early anthropologists did not
hesitate to name “law,” along with kinship, politics and religion,
as one of the facets of their subject. Simon Roberts contends,

however, that legal theory has become too closely identified with
our own arrangements in western societies to be of much help in
cross-cultural studies of order. But conversely, by looking at the
ways in which other societies keep order and solve disputes, he
sheds valuable light on the contemporary debates about order in
our own society, in a straightforward text which will be accessible
to the general reader and anthropologist alike. Now in its Second
Edition with a new Foreword and Afterword by the author, this
renowned introduction to the anthropology of law is part of the
Classics of Law & Society Series from Quid Pro Books.

About Law

An Introduction Oxford University Press

Here is an introduction to the intellectual challenges presented
by law in the western secular tradition. Treating not just British
law, but the whole western tradition of law, Professor Honore
guides the reader through eleven topics which straddle various
branches of the law, including constitutional and criminal law,
property, and contracts. He also explores moral and historical
aspects of the law, including a discussion of justice and the
difference between civil and common law systems. The law,
Honore argues, is mainly concerned with the question of
obedience to authority, and establishing the situations in which
obedience is required and those in which it may be waived ought
to be the central concern of all legal theorists.

An Introduction to the Comparative Study of Private Law

Readings, Cases, Materials Cambridge University Press

This collection of readings places side by side the principal
doctrines of contracts, torts, unjust enrichment, and property in
the cases of the United States, England, France, Germany and
China. It presents code provisions, cases, and other legal
materials that describe the law in force, and places each doctrine
in its historical context to enable an understanding of the
development of law as an ongoing process, in which the
resolution of current issues depends upon how past issues were
resolved. It both provides a road map of the private law of these
jurisdictions, and illustrates how private law has been shaped by
history, by the effort to solve common problems, and by
differences in culture. This new edition reflects changes in the
law, and includes the addition of Chinese Law as a comparative
study.

An Introduction to the Sociology of Law

This completely revised edition updates and expands coverage of
the new postmodernist and semiotic theories, while providing
clear and concise summaries of other contemporary and classic
theorists.

An Introduction to Constitutional Law

100 Supreme Court Cases Everyone Should Know Aspen
Publishers

This multimedia platform combines a book and video series that
will change the way you study constitutional law. An Introduction
to Constitutional Law teaches the narrative of constitutional law
as it has developed over the past two centuries. All
students—even those unfamiliar with American history—will learn
the essential background information to grasp how this body of
law has come to be what it is today. An online library of sixty-
three videos (access codes provided with purchase of the book)
brings the Supreme Court’s one hundred most important
decisions to life. These videos are enriched by photographs,
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maps, and even audio from the Supreme Court. The book and
videos are accessible for all levels: law school, college, high
school, home school, and independent study. Students can read
and watch these materials before class to prepare for lectures or
study after class to fill in any gaps in their notes. And, come
exam time, students can watch the entire canon of constitutional
law in about twelve hours.

An Introduction to Animals and the Law Springer

This exploration of the newly emerging, diverse, and
controversial area of animal lawpresents a basic survey of the
laws designed to protect animals, analyzing and critiquing them,
and proposing a future where the legal regime properly
recognizes and protects the inherent worth of all animals.

An Introduction to Legal Systems

An Introduction to Jewish Law Cambridge University Press
It is the first book to present a systematic and synthetic
introduction to Jewish Law.

INTRODUCTION TO THE LAW OF CONTRACT.

Introduction to the Law and Legal System of the United
States West Academic

This text provides an introduction to U.S. law. It is intended for
law students, lawyers, and legal scholars from foreign countries;
U.S. graduate and undergraduate college students; members of
the general reading public in the United States; and anyone who
seeks a "big picture" of the law and legal system. Not a
casebook, it explains the major substantive areas of the law in
narrative form with citations to cases and sources for additional
detail. In addition to covering the principal substantive areas of
the law, the book has chapters on: essential basic history and
governmental structure necessary to an understanding of the
legal system; the legal profession; the theory and practice of the
adversary system of justice; and statutory interpretation and
case law reasoning.

An Introduction to Biblical Law Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing
Informed, accessible textbook on law collections in the
Pentateuch In this book William Morrow surveys four major law
collections in Exodus-Deuteronomy and shows how they each
enabled the people of Israel to create and sustain a community of
faith. Treating biblical law as dynamic systems of thought
facilitating ancient Israel's efforts at self-definition, Morrow
describes four different social contexts that gave rise to biblical
law: (1) Israel at the holy mountain (the Ten Commandments); (2)
Israel in the village assembly (Exodus 20:22-23:19); (3) Israel in
the courts of the Lord (priestly and holiness rules in Exodus,
Leviticus, and Numbers); and (4) Israel in the city (Deuteronomy).
Including forthright discussion of such controversial subjects as
slavery, revenge, gender inequality, religious intolerance, and
contradictions between bodies of biblical law, Morrow's study will
help students and other serious readers make sense out of texts
in the Pentateuch that are often seen as obscure.

An Introduction to International Human Rights Law BRILL
This book provides a precise concept of international human
rights law, its development and the tangible meaning of civil and
political rights, economic and social rights. It has highlighted
women'’s rights, globalization, human rights education, role of the
UN and NGOs to protect human rights.

An Introduction to the Law of Economic and Monetary

Union Edward Elgar Publishing

This incisive book is an accessible guide to the laws and policies
relating to economic and monetary union (EMU). Providing a rich,
multidisciplinary analysis, it combines historical, legal and
economic perspectives to offer a detailed understanding of how
EMU has developed since its inception and how it works in
practice today. This book will be a valuable reference for those
teaching and studying advanced courses on EU law, as well as
courses that cover the economic history of EU integration.

An Introduction to the American Legal System,
Government, and Constitutional Law Wolters Kluwer

This new coursebook introduces students to the relationship
among the American constitutional, governmental, and legal
systems. With a clear and concise presentation, this book
explores historical and contemporary events, judicial opinions,
and constitutional provisions that demonstrate how the three
systems accommodate social progress in an ever-changing and
highly diverse nation. Perfect for LLM courses or even
undergraduate classes, this book aims to teach students how to
understand constitutional doctrines, brief judicial opinions, and
how American history affects contemporary legal issues.
Features: Clear and concise presentation and logical organization
of material making it an excellent introductory book to the
American legal system Inclusion of modern cases on relevant
topics, such as same-sex marriage, legalization of marijuana, and
homicidal laws affecting juveniles Chapter questions that
facilitate basic legal analysis through hypotheticals, opinion
briefing, and application of constitutional provisions Inclusion of
important historical and political events, such as lawsuits brought
against Presidents, congressional impeachment powers, the
Electoral College System, the Supreme Court s resolution of
voting issues, the Civil War and post Civil War constitutional
amendments, the Civil Rights movement, presidential and
congressional war powers, and Supreme Court opinions about
Guantanamo Bay detainees

Children's Rights and the Law

An Introduction Routledge

This book identifies the definition of a child within the law, the
rights of children, and discusses the extent to which primarily
English law gives adequate recognition to and protection of these
rights. To what extent does English law gives adequate
recognition to and protection of the rights of children? Historically
the idea of and protection of rights has focused on parental rights
rather than the rights of the child. The rights of children have
remained far less recognised and certain until recently. Using
case studies from the United Kingdom and beyond, this book
takes a thematic approach to children’s rights and considers
topics including: underlying concepts such as the welfare of the
child and safeguarding, the right to education and to medical
treatment, the right to freedom from abuse and/or sexual and
commercial exploitation, including contemporary challenges from
forced marriage, FGM, modern slavery and trafficking, the role of
the State in relation to children in need of care and protection,
children's rights in the criminal justice system, the right to
contract and employment. In addition, the book provides an
introduction to key aspects of domestic and international law,
including the Children Act 1989, the UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child, the European Convention on Human Rights and the
Human Rights Act 1998. The book will be of great interest to law
and social science students in the areas of Child Development
and Protection, Human Rights Law, Family Law, Child Law, and
Child Studies, as well as to social workers, police officers,



magistrates, probation officers and other related professions.
An Introduction to Health and Safety Law

A Student Reference Routledge

An Introduction to Health and Safety Law provides a clear,
concise overview of health and safety law in the United Kingdom.
With reference to the European Union, this book discusses
criminal and civil liability at length to provide a clear
understanding of this area of law which has been subject to
change over the 20 years. Key case studies and statistical
information on prosecutions, fines and enforcement notices help
to contextualise health and safety law to provide students and
professionals with a full understanding of health and safety law in
the UK. This book includes chapters on: the legal framework
criminal liability enforcement of criminal liability civil liability civil
remedy subordinate legislation. This book is an essential
reference for students studying towards NEBOSH qualifications
and students studying at university level. It provides a
comprehensive understanding of UK health and safety law and
will be a useful reference when entering the professional field.

An Introduction to Law Agustin Gordillo
Natural Law Transaction Publishers

An Introduction to International Organizations Law
Cambridge University Press

The third edition of this market-leading textbook (previously
called An Introduction to International Institutional Law) is written
in a clear, three-part structure. It is centred on the dynamics of
the relationships between international organisations and their
organs, staff, and the outside world. It discusses the essential
topics of the law of international organisations, including powers,
finances, and privileges and immunities, as well as membership
rules, institutional structures, and accountability. The newly
revised text has been updated extensively to reflect the entry
into force of the EU's Lisbon Treaty (and Croatia's accession) and
new articles on the responsibility of international organisations.
The chapters have also been reorganised for further clarity. Two
new chapters, on the international civil service and the relations
between organisations and other institutions, respectively, have
been added.

An Introduction to Advocacy Lawbook Company

AN INTRODUCTION TO ADVOCACY, 2nd Edition is a guide to the
skills of advocacy for those new to the courtroom. It concentrates
on the basics necessary to conduct an effective trial. The book
takes you through the trial process step by step. At each stage
the author provides helpful tips and practical examples designed
to show the principles of good advocacy at work. Geared toward
conducting a trial before a judge alone, this book reflects the
reality that most new practitioners will commence their
courtroom careers in the lower courts. However, the principles of

advocacy that are outlined will hold new counsel in good stead at
all levels of the court hierarchy. The second edition includes new
chapters on: written submissions; special witnesses; making oral
submissions; introducing and using exhibits; impeachment; the
ethics of advocacy. Accessible, amusing and informative, AN
INTRODUCTION TO ADVOCACY, 2nd Edition is the essential
starting point for those about to step into court for the first time
and those who make only occasional appearances.

Introduction to Law and the Legal System Cengage Learning
INTRODUCTION TO LAW AND THE LEGAL SYSTEM provides an
overview of law and the American legal system, using cases to
support the major functions of U.S. law. Suitable for a variety of
departments and courses, this text is known for its broad
coverage, flexible organization, and use of cases to explain legal
concepts. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the
product description or the product text may not be available in
the ebook version.

An Introduction to the Philosophy of Law Transaction
Publishers

Roscoe Pound ranks as one of the most prominent legal scholars
in the development of American jurisprudence. In An Introduction
to the Philosophy of Law, he shows how philosophy has been a
powerful instrument throughout the history of law. He examines
what philosophy has done for some of the chief problems of the
science of law and how it is possible to look at those problems
philosophically without treating them in terms of a particular time
period. The function of legal philosophy, writes Pound, is to
rationally formulate a general theory of law which conforms to
the interests, the general security first and foremost, of society.
According to Pound, philosophies of law historically have
rationally adjusted legal developments to the circumstantial
needs of society. Pound concerned himself primarily with the
practical effects of American legal developments within the
context of social interests and general security. He encouraged
American jurists to abandon efforts to conform obsolete models
of legal philosophy to new realities. The significance of Pound's
scholarship, particularly An Introduction to the Philosophy of Law,
is the legal relativism inherent therein and its ongoing impact not
merely on American jurisprudence, but on the imperative that
American public policy be tested in the juridical crucible of
relativism. Marshall DeRosa writes in his new introduction that in
the light of twentieth-century judicial politics, Roscoe Pound's
philosophy of law has prevailed to a significant extent. This
book's relevance to appreciating the development of the
American legal system in all its complexities--including liability
law, contract law, and property law--is in itself notable. But, in
terms of understanding the twentieth-century development of the
American rule of law, An Introduction to the Philosophy of Law is
indispensable. It will make an invaluable addition to the personal
libraries of legal theorists, philosophers, political scientists, and
historians of American law.
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