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WAS AMERICA FOUNDED AS A CHRISTIAN NATION
BOOK REVIEW

Invite to our thorough book evaluation! We are thrilled to take
you on a literary trip and dive into the depths of Was America
Founded As A Christian Nation we have actually picked to
examine. Our purpose is to captivate your interest and offer you
with a comprehensive evaluation of the tale, characters, and
motifs. With our publication testimonial, we intend to give you a
glimpse into the world of literature and influence you to pick up a
duplicate and review for yourself. Whether you're a book lover or
a laid-back viewers, we've got you covered. So, without more
ado, let's get started on this exciting journey and discover the
book together!

INTRO TO WAS AMERICA FOUNDED AS A CHRISTIAN
NATION BOOK

Welcome to our Was America Founded As A Christian Nation
publication review! Today, we will certainly be taking a closer
take a look at a fascinating book that we believe you'll enjoy.
First, let's begin with a brief introduction of the book.

The novel is set in a village in the Midwest and adheres to the
tale of a young woman called Sarah. She is having a hard time to
locate her area worldwide, and as the novel progresses, she
embarks on a trip of self-discovery that is both psychological and
motivating.

The book Was America Founded As A Christian Nation exposes
much of life's challenges and explores styles such as love, loss,
and personal growth. But before we enter into the fundamentals
of the plot, let's take a more detailed check out the book's major
personalities.

WAS AMERICA FOUNDED AS A CHRISTIAN NATION
PLOT RECAP

After presenting the personalities and setting, the story takes off
as the main personality deals with a series of obstacles.
Throughout Was America Founded As A Christian Nation, we see
the protagonist have problem with various obstacles and attempt
to overcome them.

Among the turmoil, a romance unravels as the lead character
succumbs to one more personality. Their relationship is checked
as they encounter numerous challenges together.

As the story advances, the plot enlarges with unanticipated turns
and shocking revelations. We witness the characters endure
heartbreak, dishonesty, and loss. Yet, they persevere and
continue to defend what they rely on.

The orgasm of guide Was America Founded As A Christian Nation
is intense and mentally charged. The lead character faces their
largest obstacle yet and needs to make a life-changing decision.
The resolution is pleasing, giving closure for all of the
personalities and their stories.

Evaluation of Was America
Founded As A Christian
Nation Story

The story of guide is well-crafted, with weaves that keep the
visitor involved. The tale is busy and never ever dull, keeping the
viewers on the side of their seat.

The love story adds another layer to the plot, offering a romantic
and psychological facet to the story. The difficulties the
characters deal with make the romance even more rewarding
when they overcome them together.

The climax of Was America Founded As A Christian Nation is the
emphasize of the story, leaving a strong perception on the visitor.
The resolution ties up all loose ends and leaves the reader feeling
satisfied with the outcome.

» Generally, the story of Was America Founded As A Christian
Nation is appealing and well-written.

e The twists and turns maintain the visitor interested
throughout.

e The romance includes a psychological element to Was
America Founded As A Christian Nation plot.

e The orgasm of Was America Founded As A Christian Nation
is intense and offers closure for all of the characters.

Remain tuned for our next section where we will certainly assess
the essential personalities in Was America Founded As A Christian
Nation publication.

CHARACTER ANALYSIS IN WAS AMERICA FOUNDED AS
A CHRISTIAN NATION

As we proceed our publication evaluation, allow's take a closer
look at the characters that compose the heart of this story. Each
personality is one-of-a-kind and contributes to the overall story,
producing an engaging read.

Protagonist

e The protagonist of Was America Founded As A Christian
Nation is a complicated personality, facing a difficult past
and facing challenges in the here and now. Their journey
throughout the story is among self-discovery and growth.

e As the book progresses, we see the lead character progress
and face their inner demons, resulting in a rewarding
character arc.

Villain

e The antagonist of Was America Founded As A Christian
Nation is equally engaging, with their very own motivations
and backstory that drive their actions.

e While their actions might be doubtful, the villain is not a
one-dimensional villain and has their very own battles they
are dealing with.
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Supporting Characters in
Was America Founded As A
Christian Nation

e The supporting personalities in Was America Founded As A
Christian Nation publication also play a critical role in the
tale, with every one including deepness and intricacy to the
story.

e From the protagonist's devoted buddy to the mysterious
stranger the villain befriends, the supporting actors aids to
bring the world of the tale to life.

In general, the personality growth in this book is among its
staminas. Each personality is well-crafted and adds to the overall
tale, creating a truly delightful read.

FINAL VERDICT

After reviewing and analyzing Was America Founded As A
Christian Nation from cover to cover, we have concerned our final
judgment.

The Pros

Among the major highlights of this book Was America Founded As
A Christian Nation is its special storytelling style which keeps the
readers involved throughout guide. In addition, the strong
personalities make guide much more relatable and delightful to
check out. In addition, the plot spins keep the visitor on their
toes, making guide unpredictable and exciting.

The Disadvantages

Nonetheless, there were some aspects that we located lacking.
The pacing of Was America Founded As A Christian Nation was
slow sometimes, that made it really feel dragged out.
Additionally, there were some loosened ends that were not bound
by the end of the book, which left us with unanswered inquiries.

Final Ideas

Generally, we believe that Was America Founded As A Christian
Nation deserves a read, in spite of some small imperfections. The
distinct narration style, relatable personalities, and plot spins
make it a beneficial enhancement to your shelf. So, if you're
seeking an exciting read, Was America Founded As A Christian
Nation is certainly worth thinking about.

Was America Founded as a Christian Nation?

A Historical Introduction Westminster John Knox Press

Fea offers an even-handed primer on whether America was
founded to be a Christian nation, as many evangelicals assert, or
a secular state, as others contend. He approaches the title's
guestion from a historical perspective, helping readers see past
the emotional rhetoric of today to the recorded facts of our past.
Readers on both sides of the issues will appreciate that this book
occupies a middle ground, noting the good points and the less-
nuanced arguments of both sides and leading us always back to
the primary sources that our shared American history comprises.

One Nation Under God

How Corporate America Invented Christian America Basic
Books

The provocative and authoritative history of the origins of
Christian America in the New Deal era We're often told that the
United States is, was, and always has been a Christian nation. But
in One Nation Under God, historian Kevin M. Kruse reveals that
the belief that America is fundamentally and formally Christian
originated in the 1930s. To fight the "slavery" of FDR's New Deal,
businessmen enlisted religious activists in a campaign for
"freedom under God" that culminated in the election of their ally
Dwight Eisenhower in 1952. The new president revolutionized the
role of religion in American politics. He inaugurated new
traditions like the National Prayer Breakfast, as Congress added
the phrase "under God" to the Pledge of Allegiance and made "In
God We Trust" the country's first official motto. Church
membership soon soared to an all-time high of 69 percent.
Americans across the religious and political spectrum agreed that
their country was "one nation under God." Provocative and
authoritative, One Nation Under God reveals how an unholy
alliance of money, religion, and politics created a false origin
story that continues to define and divide American politics to this
day.

Did America Have a Christian Founding?

Separating Modern Myth from Historical Truth Thomas
Nelson

A distinguished professor debunks the assertion that America's
Founders were deists who desired the strict separation of church
and state and instead shows that their political ideas were
profoundly influenced by their Christian convictions. In 2010,
David Mark Hall gave a lecture at the Heritage Foundation
entitled "Did America Have a Christian Founding?" His balanced
and thoughtful approach to this controversial question caused a
sensation. C-SPAN televised his talk, and an essay based on it has
been downloaded more than 300,000 times. In this book, Hall
expands upon this essay, making the airtight case that America's
Founders were not deists. He explains why and how the
Founders' views are absolutely relevant today, showing that they
did not create a "godless" Constitution; that even Jefferson and
Madison did not want a high wall separating church and state;
that most Founders believed the government should encourage
Christianity; and that they embraced a robust understanding of
religious liberty for biblical and theological reasons. This
compelling and utterly persuasive book will convince skeptics and
equip believers and conservatives to defend the idea that
Christian thought was crucial to the nation's founding--and that
this benefits all of us, whatever our faith (or lack of faith).

The Founding Fathers and the Place of Religion in America
Princeton University Press

How did the United States, founded as colonies with explicitly
religious aspirations, come to be the first modern state whose
commitment to the separation of church and state was reflected
in its constitution? Frank Lambert explains why this happened,
offering in the process a synthesis of American history from the
first British arrivals through Thomas Jefferson's controversial
presidency. Lambert recognizes that two sets of spiritual fathers
defined the place of religion in early America: what Lambert calls
the Planting Fathers, who brought Old World ideas and dreams of
building a "City upon a Hill," and the Founding Fathers, who
determined the constitutional arrangement of religion in the new
republic. While the former proselytized the "one true faith," the
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latter emphasized religious freedom over religious purity.
Lambert locates this shift in the mid-eighteenth century. In the
wake of evangelical revival, immigration by new dissenters, and
population expansion, there emerged a marketplace of religion
characterized by sectarian competition, pluralism, and widened
choice. During the American Revolution, dissenters found
sympathetic lawmakers who favored separating church and state,
and the free marketplace of religion gained legal status as the
Founders began the daunting task of uniting thirteen disparate
colonies. To avoid discord in an increasingly pluralistic and
contentious society, the Founders left the religious arena free of
government intervention save for the guarantee of free exercise
for all. Religious people and groups were also free to seek
political influence, ensuring that religion's place in America would
always be a contested one, but never a state-reqgulated one. An
engaging and highly readable account of early American history,
this book shows how religious freedom came to be recognized
not merely as toleration of dissent but as a natural right to be
enjoyed by all Americans.

The Founding Fathers and the Debate Over Religion in
Revolutionary America

A History in Documents OUP USA

Whether America was founded as a Christian nation or as a
secular republic is one of the most fiercely debated questions in
American history. Historians Matthew Harris and Thomas Kidd
offer an authoritative examination of the essential documents
needed to understand this debate. The texts included in this
volume - writings and speeches from both well-known and
obscure early American thinkers - show that religion played a
prominent yet fractious role in the era of the American
Revolution. In their personal beliefs, the Founders ranged from
profound skeptics like Thomas Paine to traditional Christians like
Patrick Henry. Nevertheless, most of the Founding Fathers rallied
around certain crucial religious principles, including the idea that
people were "created" equal, the belief that religious freedom
required the disestablishment of state-backed denominations, the
necessity of virtue in a republic, and the role of Providence in
guiding the affairs of nations. Harris and Kidd show that through
the struggles of war and the framing of the Constitution,
Americans sought to reconcile their dedication to religious vitality
with their commitment to religious freedom.

The Faiths of the Founding Fathers Oxford University Press

It is not uncommon to hear Christians argue that America was
founded as a Christian nation. But how true is this claim? In this
compact book, David L. Holmes offers a clear, concise and
illuminating look at the spiritual beliefs of our founding fathers.
He begins with an informative account of the religious culture of
the late colonial era, surveying the religious groups in each
colony. In particular, he sheds light on the various forms of Deism
that flourished in America, highlighting the profound influence
this intellectual movement had on the founding generation.
Holmes then examines the individual beliefs of a variety of men
and women who loom large in our national history. He finds that
some, like Martha Washington, Samuel Adams, John Jay, Patrick
Henry, and Thomas Jefferson's daughters, held orthodox Christian
views. But many of the most influential figures, including
Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, John and Abigail Adams,
Jefferson, James and Dolley Madison, and James Monroe, were
believers of a different stripe. Respectful of Christianity, they
admired the ethics of Jesus, and believed that religion could play
a beneficial role in society. But they tended to deny the divinity of
Christ, and a few seem to have been agnostic about the very

existence of God. Although the founding fathers were religious
men, Holmes shows that it was a faith quite unlike the
Christianity of today's evangelicals. Holmes concludes by
examining the role of religion in the lives of the presidents since
World War Il and by reflecting on the evangelical resurgence that
helped fuel the reelection of George W. Bush. An intriguing look
at a neglected aspect of our history, the book will appeal to
American history buffs as well as to anyone concerned about the
role of religion in American culture.

First Principles

What America's Founders Learned from the Greeks and
Romans and How That Shaped Our Country HarperCollins
New York Times Bestseller Editors' Choice —New York Times Book
Review "Ricks knocks it out of the park with this jewel of a book.
On every page | learned something new. Read it every night if
you want to restore your faith in our country." —James Mattis,
General, U.S. Marines (ret.) & 26th Secretary of Defense The
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and #1 New York Times
bestselling author offers a revelatory new book about the
founding fathers, examining their educations and, in particular,
their devotion to the ancient Greek and Roman classics—and how
that influence would shape their ideals and the new American
nation. On the morning after the 2016 presidential election,
Thomas Ricks awoke with a few questions on his mind: What kind
of nation did we now have? Is it what was designed or intended
by the nation’s founders? Trying to get as close to the source as
he could, Ricks decided to go back and read the philosophy and
literature that shaped the founders’ thinking, and the letters they
wrote to each other debating these crucial works—among them
the lliad, Plutarch’s Lives, and the works of Xenophon, Epicurus,
Aristotle, Cato, and Cicero. For though much attention has been
paid the influence of English political philosophers, like John
Locke, closer to their own era, the founders were far more
immersed in the literature of the ancient world. The first four
American presidents came to their classical knowledge
differently. Washington absorbed it mainly from the elite culture
of his day; Adams from the laws and rhetoric of Rome; Jefferson
immersed himself in classical philosophy, especially
Epicureanism; and Madison, both a groundbreaking researcher
and a deft politician, spent years studying the ancient world like a
political scientist. Each of their experiences, and distinctive
learning, played an essential role in the formation of the United
States. In examining how and what they studied, looking at them
in the unusual light of the classical world, Ricks is able to draw
arresting and fresh portraits of men we thought we knew. First
Principles follows these four members of the Revolutionary
generation from their youths to their adult lives, as they grappled
with questions of independence, and forming and keeping a new
nation. In doing so, Ricks interprets not only the effect of the
ancient world on each man, and how that shaped our constitution
and government, but offers startling new insights into these
legendary leaders.

American Gospel

God, the Founding Fathers, and the Making of a Nation
Random House

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER e Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jon
Meacham reveals how the Founding Fathers viewed faith—and
how they ultimately created a nation in which belief in God is a
matter of choice. At a time when our country seems divided by
extremism, American Gospel draws on the past to offer a new
perspective. Meacham re-creates the fascinating history of a



nation grappling with religion and politics-from John Winthrop’s
“city on a hill” sermon to Thomas Jefferson’s Declaration of
Independence; from the Revolution to the Civil War; from a
proposed nineteenth-century Christian Amendment to the
Constitution to Martin Luther King, Jr.’s call for civil rights; from
George Washington to Ronald Reagan. Debates about religion
and politics are often more divisive than illuminating. Secularists
point to a “wall of separation between church and state,” while
many conservatives act as though the Founding Fathers were
apostles in knee britches. As Meacham shows in this brisk
narrative, neither extreme has it right. At the heart of the
American experiment lies the God of what Benjamin Franklin
called “public religion,” a God who invests all human beings with
inalienable rights while protecting private religion from
government interference. It is a great American balancing act,
and it has served us well. Meacham has written and spoken
extensively about religion and politics, and he brings historical
authority and a sense of hope to the issue. American Gospel
makes it compellingly clear that the nation’s best chance of
summoning what Lincoln called “the better angels of our nature”
lies in recovering the spirit and sense of the Founding. In looking
back, we may find the light to lead us forward. Praise for
American Gospel “In his American Gospel, Jon Meacham provides
a refreshingly clear, balanced, and wise historical portrait of
religion and American politics at exactly the moment when such
fairness and understanding are much needed. Anyone who
doubts the relevance of history to our own time has only to read
this exceptional book.”—David McCullough, author of 1776 “Jon
Meacham has given us an insightful and eloquent account of the
spiritual foundation of the early days of the American republic. It
is especially instructive reading at a time when the nation is at
once engaged in and deeply divided on the question of religion
and its place in public life.”—Tom Brokaw, author of The Greatest
Generation

The Religion of the Founding Fathers

"Christian Faith among our first presidents is either ignored or
misunderstood. ... Twenty-first century Christians may see the
founders of the nation as devout in the way they are devout;
twenty-first century rationalists may see them as secular as
themselves. In this well-written, engaging, and handsomely
illustrated book, David L. Holmes sets us straight by telling a
fascinating tale grounded in the historical record." Richard w.
Bailey, University of Michigan; President, Guide of Scholars of the
Episcopal Church

Thoughts on Government : Applicable to the Present State
of the American Colonies. Lulu.com

Common Sense The Capitol Net Inc

Addressed to the Inhabitants of America, on the Following
Interesting Subjects, viz.: I. Of the Origin and Design of
Government in General, with Concise Remarks on the English
Constitution. Il. Of Monarchy and Hereditary Succession. lll.
Thoughts on the Present State of American Affairs. IV. Of the
Present Ability of America, with some Miscellaneous Reflections

The Jefferson Rule

How the Founding Fathers Became Infallible and Our
Politics Inflexible Simon and Schuster

In The Jefferson Rule, historian David Sehat describes how
everyone from liberals to conservatives, secessionists to
unionists have sought out the Founding Fathers to defend their
policies. Beginning with the debate between Thomas Jefferson

and Alexander Hamilton over the future of the nation, and
continuing throughout our history—the Civil War, the World Wars,
the New Deal, the Reagan Revolution, and Obama and the Tea
Party—many politicos have asked, “What would the Founders
do?” instead of “What is the common good today?” Both the
Right and the Left have used the Founders to sort through such
issues as voting rights, campaign finance, free speech, war and
peace, gun control, and taxes, though those Fathers were a
querulous and divided group who rarely agreed. In this “sobering,
informative study” (Publisher’'s Weekly), Sehat shows why coming
to terms with the past would be the start of a productive debate.
The result is, simply put, “required reading for those desperate
for sane, intelligent political arguments” (Kirkus Reviews, starred
review). The Jefferson Rule “takes the reader through an
engaging and insightful survey course in American history” (The
Christian Science Monitor).

Power and Liberty

Constitutionalism in the American Revolution Oxford
University Press

New York Times bestseller and Pulitzer Prize-winning author
Gordon S. Wood elucidates the debates over the founding
documents of the United States. The half century extending from
the imperial crisis between Britain and its colonies in the 1760s to
the early decades of the new republic of the United States was
the greatest and most creative era of constitutionalism in
American history, and perhaps in the world. During these
decades, Americans explored and debated all aspects of politics
and constitutionalism--the nature of power, liberty,
representation, rights, the division of authority between different
spheres of government, sovereignty, judicial authority, and
written constitutions. The results of these issues produced
institutions that have lasted for over two centuries. In this new
book, eminent historian Gordon S. Wood distills a lifetime of work
on constitutional innovations during the Revolutionary era. In
concise form, he illuminates critical events in the nation's
founding, ranging from the imperial debate that led to the
Declaration of Independence to the revolutionary state
constitution making in 1776 and the creation of the Federal
Constitution in 1787. Among other topics, he discusses slavery
and constitutionalism, the emergence of the judiciary as one of
the major tripartite institutions of government, the demarcation
between public and private, and the formation of states' rights.
Here is an immensely readable synthesis of the key era in the
making of the history of the United States, presenting timely
insights on the Constitution and the nation's foundational legal
and political documents.

The Founding Myth

Why Christian Nationalism Is Un-American Sterling

Was America founded on Judeo-Christian principles? Are the Ten
Commandments the basis for American law? In the paperback
edition of this critically acclaimed book, a constitutional attorney
settles the debate about religion's role in America's founding. In
today's contentious political climate, understanding religion's role
in American government is more important than ever. Christian
nationalists assert that our nation was founded on Judeo-Christian
principles, and advocate an agenda based on this popular
historical claim. But is this belief true? The Founding Myth
answers the question once and for all. Andrew L. Seidel builds his
case by comparing the Ten Commandments to the Constitution
and contrasting biblical doctrine with America's founding
philosophy, showing that the Declaration of Independence
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contradicts the Bible. Thoroughly researched, this persuasively
argued and fascinating book proves that America was not built on
the Bible and that Christian nationalism is un-American. Includes
a new epilogue reflecting on the role Christian nationalism played
in fomenting the January 6, 2021, insurrection in DC and the
warnings the nation missed.

American Dialogue

The Founders and Us Vintage

The award-winning author of Founding Brothers and The Quartet
now gives us a deeply insightful examination of the relevance of
the views of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, James
Madison, and John Adams to some of the most divisive issues in
America today. The story of history is a ceaseless conversation
between past and present, and in American Dialogue Joseph |.
Ellis focuses the conversation on the often-asked question "What
would the Founding Fathers think?" He examines four of our most
seminal historical figures through the prism of particular topics,
using the perspective of the present to shed light on their views
and, in turn, to make clear how their now centuries-old ideas
illuminate the disturbing impasse of today's political conflicts. He
discusses Jefferson and the issue of racism, Adams and the
specter of economic inequality, Washington and American
imperialism, Madison and the doctrine of original intent. Through
these juxtapositions--and in his hallmark dramatic and compelling
narrative voice--Ellis illuminates the obstacles and pitfalls
paralyzing contemporary discussions of these fundamentally
important issues.

Was America Founded as a Christian Nation? Revised
Edition

A Historical Introduction Westminster John Knox Press

John Fea offers a thoroughly researched, evenhanded primer on
whether America was founded to be a Christian nation, as many
evangelicals assert, or a secular state, as others contend. He
approaches the title's question from a historical perspective,
helping readers see past the emotional rhetoric of today to the
recorded facts of our past. This updated edition reports on the
many issues that have arisen in recent years concerning
religion's place in American societyincluding the Supreme Court
decision on same-sex marriage, contraception and the Affordable
Care Act, and state-level restrictions on abortionand
demonstrates how they lead us to the question of whether the
United States was or is a Christian nation. Fea relates the history
of these and other developments, pointing to the underlying
questions of national religious identity inherent in each. "We live
in a sound-bite culture that makes it difficult to have any
sustained dialogue on these historical issues," Fea writes in his
preface. "It is easy for those who argue that America is a
Christian nation (and those who do not) to appear on radio or
television programs, quote from one of the founders or one of the
nation's founding documents, and sway people to their positions.
These kinds of arguments, which can often be contentious, do
nothing to help us unravel a very complicated historical puzzle
about the relationship between Christianity and America's
founding."

The United States of America Founding Documents
Lulu.com

Containing the complete and unabridged text of the original
documents which founded the United States of America. 1776:
Declaration of Independence Sent to leaders around the world by
the thirteen original American Colonies, to proclaim their

dissolution from King George Ill of England, and to make the
United States of America her own sovereign nation. 1777: Articles
of Confederation and Perpetual Union Document which served as
the foundation of government for the thirteen original American
Colonies and is regarded as the first Constitution of the United
States. 1787: Federalist Papers A series of 85 essays from the
Founding Fathers, written and published to gain public support to
ratify a new United States Constitution, intended to replace the
Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union. 1787: United
States Constitution 1789: Bill of Rights 1795-1992: Constitutional
Amendments

Founding Gardeners

The Revolutionary Generation, Nature, and the Shaping of
the American Nation Vintage

The award-winning author of The Brother Gardeners presents a
tour of the lives of the founding fathers from their perspectives as
gardeners, farmers and plantsmen, revealing how a shared
passion for agriculture shaped their beliefs and decisions.
Reprint.

The Framers' Coup

The Making of the United States Constitution Oxford
University Press

Americans revere their Constitution. However, most of us are
unaware how tumultuous and improbable the drafting and
ratification processes were. As Benjamin Franklin keenly
observed, any assembly of men bring with them "all their
prejudices, their passions, their errors of opinion, their local
interests and their selfish views." One need not deny that the
Framers had good intentions in order to believe that they also
had interests. Based on prodigious research and told largely
through the voices of the participants, Michael Klarman's The
Framers' Coup narrates how the Framers' clashing interests
shaped the Constitution--and American history itself. The
Philadelphia convention could easily have been a failure, and the
risk of collapse was always present. Had the convention
dissolved, any number of adverse outcomes could have resulted,
including civil war or a reversion to monarchy. Not only does
Klarman capture the knife's-edge atmosphere of the convention,
he populates his narrative with riveting and colorful stories: the
rebellion of debtor farmers in Massachusetts; George
Washington's uncertainty about whether to attend; Gunning
Bedford's threat to turn to a European prince if the small states
were denied equal representation in the Senate; slave staters'
threats to take their marbles and go home if denied
representation for their slaves; Hamilton's quasi-monarchist
speech to the convention; and Patrick Henry's herculean efforts
to defeat the Constitution in Virginia through demagoguery and
conspiracy theories. The Framers' Coup is more than a
compendium of great stories, however, and the powerful
arguments that feature throughout will reshape our
understanding of the nation's founding. Simply put, the
Constitutional Convention almost didn't happen, and once it
happened, it almost failed. And, even after the convention
succeeded, the Constitution it produced almost failed to be
ratified. Just as importantly, the Constitution was hardly the
product of philosophical reflections by brilliant, disinterested
statesmen, but rather ordinary interest group politics. Multiple
conflicting interests had a say, from creditors and debtors to city
dwellers and backwoodsmen. The upper class overwhelmingly
supported the Constitution; many working class colonists were
more dubious. Slave states and nonslave states had different



perspectives on how well the Constitution served their interests.
Ultimately, both the Constitution's content and its ratification
process raise troubling questions about democratic legitimacy.
The Federalists were eager to avoid full-fledged democratic
deliberation over the Constitution, and the document that was
ratified was stacked in favor of their preferences. And in terms of
substance, the Constitution was a significant departure from the
more democratic state constitutions of the 1770s. Definitive and
authoritative, The Framers' Coup explains why the Framers
preferred such a constitution and how they managed to persuade
the country to adopt it. We have lived with the consequences,
both positive and negative, ever since.

Founded on Freedom

Why You Should Be Proud of the Birth of America

In "Founded on Freedom: Why You Should Be Proud of the Birth of
America," Daniel S. Stackhouse, Jr. argues that the preambles to
the Declaration of Independence and the United States
Constitution form America's "mission statement" - an explanation
for why the nation came into being and how it means to
accomplish its purpose. As Stackhouse notes, mission statements
are not necessarily a reflection of what is: they are often
aspirational, seeking to address some need or attain a goal.
Stackhouse argues that although most people throughout world
history had not enjoyed the Declaration's proclaimed God-given
natural rights to "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness," the
deeply held belief in America's founding principles led the new
United States of America, from its very beginning, to break off
from the path which most of the rest of the globe had trodden
throughout the ages and has continued to inspire and guide
Americans ever since. After first putting America's colonial
experiences with Indians and slavery into their historical and
global contexts, Stackhouse argues that virtually everyone of the
founding generation understood America's founding principles to
mean precisely what they said, despite the fact that they had not
been perfectly fulfilled. Thereafter, great Americans like Abraham
Lincoln, Frederick Douglass, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Ronald
Reagan have repeatedly urged us to return to our founding ideals
whenever threats to liberty and justice have appeared and
required the nation to make a course correction and return to its
true north. Stackhouse urges all Americans not to abandon our
"mission statement" but to return once again to its unifying
principles, now when we need them more than ever.

A Government of Laws

Political Theory, Religion, and the American Founding

In A Government of Laws, which includes a new preface, Ellis
Sandoz reevaluates the traditional understanding of the
philosophic and intellectual background of the American
founding. Through an exhaustive assessment of Renaissance,
medieval, and ancient political philosophy, he shows that the
founding fathers were consciously and explicitly seeking to create
a political order that would meet the demands of human nature
and society. This rigorous and searching analysis of the sources
of political and constitutional theory generates an original and
provocative approach to American thought and experience.

The Founders' Fortunes

How Money Shaped the Birth of America Penguin

An illuminating financial history of the Founding Fathers,
revealing how their personal finances shaped the Constitution
and the new nation In 1776, upon the signing of the Declaration

of Independence, the Founding Fathers concluded America’s
most consequential document with a curious note, pledging “our
lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor.” Lives and honor did
indeed hang in the balance, yet just what were their fortunes?
How much did the Founders stand to gain or lose through
independence? And what lingering consequences did their
respective financial stakes have on liberty, justice, and the fate of
the fledgling United States of America? In this landmark account,
historian Willard Sterne Randall investigates the private financial
affairs of the Founders, illuminating like never before how and
why the Revolution came about. The Founders’ Fortunes
uncovers how these leaders waged war, crafted a constitution,
and forged a new nation influenced in part by their own financial
interests. In an era where these very issues have become daily
national questions, the result is a remarkable and insightful new
understanding of our nation’s bedrock values.

American Messiahs: False Prophets of a Damned Nation
Liveright Publishing

A history with sweeping implications, American Messiahs
challenges our previous misconceptions about “cult” leaders and
their messianic power. Mania surrounding messianic prophets has
defined the national consciousness since the American
Revolution. From Civil War veteran and virulent anticapitalist
Cyrus Teed, to the dapper and overlooked civil rights pioneer
Father Divine, to even the megalomaniacal Jim Jones, these
figures have routinely been dismissed as dangerous and
hysterical outliers. After years of studying these emblematic
figures, Adam Morris demonstrates that messiahs are not just a
classic trope of our national culture; their visions are essential for
understanding American history. As Morris demonstrates, these
charismatic, if flawed, would-be prophets sought to expose and
ameliorate deep social ills—such as income inequality, gender
conformity, and racial injustice. Provocative and long overdue,
this is the story of those who tried to point the way toward an
impossible “American Dream”: men and women who
momentarily captured the imagination of a nation always
searching for salvation.

Founding Faith

Providence, Politics, and the Birth of Religious Freedom in
America Random House

The culture wars have distorted the dramatic story of how
Americans came to worship freely. Many activists on the right
maintain that the United States was founded as a “Christian
nation.” Many on the left contend that the Founders were secular
or Deist and that the First Amendment was designed to boldly
separate church and state throughout the land. None of these
claims are true, argues Beliefnet.com editor in chief Steven
Waldman. With refreshing objectivity, Waldman narrates the real
story of how our nation’s Founders forged a new approach to
religious liberty, a revolutionary formula that promoted faith . . .
by leaving it alone. This fast-paced narrative begins with earlier
settlers’ stunningly unsuccessful efforts to create a Christian
paradise, and concludes with the presidencies of Washington,
Adams, Jefferson, and Madison, during which the men who had
devised lofty principles regarding the proper relationship
between church and state struggled to practice what they’d
preached. We see how religion helped cause, and fuel, the
Revolutionary War, and how the surprising alliance between
Enlightenment philosophers such as Jefferson and Madison and
evangelical Christians resulted in separation of church and state.
As the drama unfolds, Founding Faith vividly describes the
religious development of five Founders. Benjamin Franklin
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melded the morality-focused Puritan theology of his youth and
the reason-based Enlightenment philosophy of his adulthood.
John Adams’s pungent views on religion-hatred of the Church of
England and Roman Catholics-stoked his revolutionary fervor and
shaped his political strategy. George Washington came to view
religious tolerance as a military necessity. Thomas Jefferson
pursued a dramatic quest to “rescue” Jesus, in part by editing the
Bible. Finally, it was James Madison-the tactical leader of the
battle for religious freedom-who crafted an integrated vision of
how to prevent tyranny while encouraging religious vibrancy. The
spiritual custody battle over the Founding Fathers and the role of
religion in America continues today. Waldman provocatively
argues that neither side in the culture war has accurately
depicted the true origins of the First Amendment. He sets the
record straight, revealing the real history of religious freedom to
be dramatic, unexpected, paradoxical, and inspiring. An
interactive library of the key writings by the Founding Father, on
separation of church and state, personal faith, and religious
liberty can be found at www.beliefnet.com/foundingfaith.

Lincoln and the American Founding

"This book is a scholarly introduction for the general reader on
the most important political actors and documents of the
American revolutionary era that shaped Abraham Lincoln's
politics"--

The Founding Fathers and the Debate over Religion in
Revolutionary America: A History in Documents Oxford
University Press, USA

Whether America was founded as a Christian nation or as a
secular republic is one of the most fiercely debated questions in
American history. Historians Matthew Harris and Thomas Kidd
offer an authoritative examination of the essential documents
needed to understand this debate. The texts included in this
volume - writings and speeches from both well-known and
obscure early American thinkers - show that religion played a
prominent yet fractious role in the era of the American
Revolution. In their personal beliefs, the Founders ranged from
profound skeptics like Thomas Paine to traditional Christians like
Patrick Henry. Nevertheless, most of the Founding Fathers rallied
around certain crucial religious principles, including the idea that
people were "created" equal, the belief that religious freedom
required the disestablishment of state-backed denominations, the
necessity of virtue in a republic, and the role of Providence in
quiding the affairs of nations. Harris and Kidd show that through
the struggles of war and the framing of the Constitution,
Americans sought to reconcile their dedication to religious vitality
with their commitment to religious freedom.

America on Trial

Defending the Founding /gnatius Press

The Founding of the American Republic is on trial. Critics say it
was a poison pill with a time-release formula; we are its victims.
Its principles are responsible for the country's moral and social
disintegration because they were based on the Enlightenment
falsehood of radical individual autonomy. In this well-researched
book, Robert Reilly declares: not guilty. To prove his case, he
traces the lineage of the ideas that made the United States, and
its ordered liberty, possible. These concepts were extraordinary
when they first burst upon the ancient world: the Judaic oneness
of God, who creates ex nihilo and imprints his image on man; the
Greek rational order of the world based upon the Reason behind
it; and the Christian arrival of that Reason (Logos) incarnate in
Christ. These may seem a long way from the American Founding,

but Reilly argues that they are, in fact, its bedrock. Combined,
they mandated the exercise of both freedom and reason. These
concepts were further developed by thinkers in the Middle Ages,
who formulated the basic principles of constitutional rule. Why
were they later rejected by those claiming the right to absolute
rule, then reclaimed by the American Founders, only to be
rejected again today? Reilly reveals the underlying drama: the
conflict of might makes right versus right makes might. America's
decline, he claims, is not to be discovered in the Founding
principles, but in their disavowal.

Broadcast Talks Good Press

"Broadcast Talks" by C. S. Lewis. Published by Good Press. Good
Press publishes a wide range of titles that encompasses every
genre. From well-known classics & literary fiction and non-fiction
to forgotten—or yet undiscovered gems—of world literature, we
issue the books that need to be read. Each Good Press edition
has been meticulously edited and formatted to boost readability
for all e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that
are user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a high-quality
digital format.

The American Crisis Standard Ebooks

The American Crisis is a collection of articles by Thomas Paine,
originally published from December 1776 to December 1783, that
focus on rallying Americans during the worst years of the
Revolutionary War. Paine used his deistic beliefs to galvanize the
revolutionaries, for example by claiming that the British are
trying to assume the powers of God and that God would support
the American colonists. These articles were so influential that
others began to adopt some of their more stirring phrases,
catapulting them into the cultural consciousness; for example,
the opening line of the first Crisis, which reads “These are the
times that try men’s souls.” This book is part of the Standard
Ebooks project, which produces free public domain ebooks.

These Truths: A History of the United States W. W. Norton &
Company

New York Times Bestseller In the most ambitious one-volume
American history in decades, award-winning historian and New
Yorker writer Jill Lepore offers a magisterial account of the origins
and rise of a divided nation, an urgently needed reckoning with
the beauty and tragedy of American history. Written in elegiac
prose, Lepore’'s groundbreaking investigation places truth
itself—a devotion to facts, proof, and evidence—at the center of
the nation’s history. The American experiment rests on three
ideas—"these truths," Jefferson called them—political equality,
natural rights, and the sovereignty of the people. And it rests,
too, on a fearless dedication to inquiry, Lepore argues, because
self-government depends on it. But has the nation, and
democracy itself, delivered on that promise? These Truths tells
this uniquely American story, beginning in 1492, asking whether
the course of events over more than five centuries has proven
the nation’s truths, or belied them. To answer that question,
Lepore traces the intertwined histories of American politics, law,
journalism, and technology, from the colonial town meeting to
the nineteenth-century party machine, from talk radio to twenty-
first-century Internet polls, from Magna Carta to the Patriot Act,
from the printing press to Facebook News. Along the way,
Lepore’s sovereign chronicle is filled with arresting sketches of
both well-known and lesser-known Americans, from a parade of
presidents and a rogues’ gallery of political mischief makers to
the intrepid leaders of protest movements, including Frederick
Douglass, the famed abolitionist orator; William Jennings Bryan,
the three-time presidential candidate and ultimately tragic



populist; Pauli Murray, the visionary civil rights strategist; and
Phyllis Schlafly, the uncredited architect of modern conservatism.
Americans are descended from slaves and slave owners, from
conquerors and the conquered, from immigrants and from people
who have fought to end immigration. "A nation born in
contradiction will fight forever over the meaning of its history,"
Lepore writes, but engaging in that struggle by studying the past
is part of the work of citizenship. "The past is an inheritance, a
gift and a burden," These Truths observes. "It can’t be shirked.
There's nothing for it but to get to know it."

American Founding Son

John Bingham and the Invention of the Fourteenth
Amendment NYU Press

John Bingham was the architect of the rebirth of the United States
following the Civil War. A leading antislavery lawyer and
congressman from Ohio, Bingham wrote the most important part
of the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution, which
guarantees fundamental rights and equality to all Americans. He
was also at the center of two of the greatest trials in history,
giving the closing argument in the military prosecution of John
Wilkes Booth’s co-conspirators for the assassination of Abraham
Lincoln and in the impeachment of President Andrew Johnson.
And more than any other man, Bingham played the key role in
shaping the Union’s policy towards the occupied ex-Confederate
States, with consequences that still haunt our politics. American
Founding Son provides the most complete portrait yet of this
remarkable statesman. Drawing on his personal letters and
speeches, the book traces Bingham'’s life from his humble roots in
Pennsylvania through his career as a leader of the Republican
Party. Gerard N. Magliocca argues that Bingham and his
congressional colleagues transformed the Constitution that the
Founding Fathers created, and did so with the same ingenuity
that their forbears used to create a more perfect union in the
1780s. In this book, Magliocca restores Bingham to his rightful
place as one of our great leaders. Gerard N. Magliocca is the
Samuel R. Rosen Professor at Indiana University Robert H.
McKinney School of Law. He is the author of three books on
constitutional law, and his work on Andrew Jackson was the
subject of an hour-long program on C-Span’s Book TV.

The World That Latin America Created

The United Nations Economic Commission for Latin
America in the Development Era Harvard University Press

How a group of intellectuals and policymakers transformed
development economics and gave Latin America a new position
in the world. After the Second World War demolished the old
order, a group of economists and policymakers from across Latin
America imagined a new global economy and launched an
intellectual movement that would eventually capture the world.
They charged that the systems of trade and finance that bound
the world’s nations together were frustrating the economic
prospects of Latin America and other regions of the world.
Through the UN Economic Commission for Latin America, or
CEPAL, the Spanish and Portuguese acronym, cepalinos
challenged the orthodoxies of development theory and policy.
Simultaneously, they demanded more not less trade, more not
less aid, and offered a development agenda to transform both the
developed and the developing world. Eventually, cepalinos
established their own form of hegemony, outpacing the United
States and the International Monetary Fund as the agenda setters
for a region traditionally held under the orbit of Washington and
its institutions. By doing so, cepalinos reshaped both regional and

international governance and set an intellectual agenda that still
resonates today. Drawing on unexplored sources from the
Americas and Europe, Margarita Fajardo retells the history of
dependency theory, revealing the diversity of an often-
oversimplified movement and the fraught relationship between
cepalinos, their dependentista critics, and the regional and global
Left. By examining the political ventures of dependentistas and
cepalinos, The World That Latin America Created is a story of
ideas that brought about real change.

History for Kids

The Illustrated Lives of Founding Fathers - George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin,
Alexander Hamilton, and James Madison Createspace
Independent Publishing Platform

*Perfect for ages 7-9 *Includes an original introduction and
biography for each Founding Father *Includes pictures and
illustrations of the Founding Fathers and important people,
places, and events in their lives. *Talks about the legends and
myths regarding the Founding Fathers. In Charles River Editors'
History for Kids series, your children can learn about history's
most important people and events in an easy, entertaining, and
educational way. Pictures help bring the story to life, and the
concise but comprehensive book will keep your kid's attention all
the way to the end. The Founding Fathers have held a special
place in American society since the nation gained its freedom,
and many of them had become national heroes even before then.
Over 200 years later, Americans still look with reverence to these
men, often debating with each other what the Founding Fathers
would think about a certain issue, or how they would judge a
certain law or legislation. In many respects, these men have
become icons, whose words, thoughts and deeds are rarely
questioned. Every American is taught a pristine narrative of the
life and legacy of George Washington and can easily recite the
highlights and myths of Washington's life. Thomas Jefferson was
instrumental in authoring the Declaration of Independence, laying
out the ideological groundwork of the notion of states' rights,
leading one of the first political parties, and overseeing the
expansion of the United States during his presidency. Before the
United States of America even existed, the first American
celebrity was Benjamin Franklin, who dabbled throughout his life
in many fields as an author, printer, political theorist, politician,
postmaster, scientist, musician, inventor, satirist, civic activist,
statesman, and diplomat. Despite being one of the youngest
delegates at the Constitutional Convention, James Madison was
the Convention's most influential thinker, and the man most
responsible for the final draft of the U.S. Constitution, forever
earning the name "Father of the Constitution). And if the
American Dream has come to represent the ability to climb the
social ladder with skill and hard work, no Founding Father
represented the new America more than Alexander Hamilton, an
orphan who rose to become one of the influential Founding
Fathers at the Constitutional Convention, the driving force behind
the Federalist Papers, and the leader of a political party before
engaging in the country's most famous duel. Like all legends, the
staggering accomplishments of the Founding Fathers not only
earned them monuments and memorials but helped enshrine
their legacies, to the point that they are looked at almost as
demigods above reproach. This kids book examines all of the
important events and actions these men took, but it also analyzes
what these men were really like, and how their personalities and
passions helped shape the destiny of the country they founded
and led. Along with pictures of the Founding Fathers and
important people, places and events in their lives, your kids will
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learn about these legendary Founding Fathers like never before.
The Religious Beliefs of America's Founders

Reason, Revelation, and Revolution

The first comprehensive analysis of the Founders' religious beliefs
as they themselves expressed them. Contends that they were
neither what contemporary secularists nor what contemporary
Christians often wish they were that is, neither deist nor
Christian."

Founding Fathers

The Essential Guide to the Men Who Made America John
Wiley & Sons

Offers a concise biographical dictionary of important early
American statesmen and leaders, from "Abigail Adams" to
"George Wythe," with additional entries on key issues and events
relevant to the formation of the United States.

America's Founding and the Struggle Over Economic
Inequality

If, as many allege, attacking the gap between rich and poor is a
form of class warfare, then the struggle against income inequality
is the longest running war in American history. To defenders of
the status quo, who argue that the accumulation of wealth free of
government intervention is an essential feature of the American
way, this book offers a forceful answer. While many of those who
oppose addressing economic inequality through public policy
today do so in the name of freedom, Clement Fatovic
demonstrates that concerns about freedom informed the
Founding Fathers' arguments for public policy that tackled
economic disparities. Where contemporary arguments against
such government efforts conceptualize freedom in economic
terms, however, those supporting public policies conducive to
greater economic equality invoked a more participatory,
republican, conception of freedom. As many of the Founders
understood it, economic independence, which requires a wide if
imperfect distribution of property, is a precondition of the political
independence they so profoundly valued. Fatovic reveals a deep
concern among the Founders—including Thomas Jefferson,
Thomas Paine, and Noah Webster—about the impact of economic
inequality on political freedom. America's Founding and the
Struggle over Economic Inequality traces this concern through
many important political debates in Congress and the broader
polity that shaped the early Republic—debates over tax policies,
public works, public welfare, and the debt from the Revolution.
We see how Alexander Hamilton, so often characterized as a
cold-hearted apologist for plutocrats, actually favored a more
progressive system of taxation, along with various policies aimed
at easing the economic hardship of specific groups. In Thomas
Paine, frequently portrayed as an advocate of laissez-faire
government, we find a champion of a comprehensive welfare
state that would provide old-age pensions, public housing, and a
host of other benefits as a matter of "right, not charity." Contrary
to the picture drawn by so many of today's pundits and
politicians, this book shows us how, for the first American
statesmen, preventing or minimizing economic disparities was
essential to the preservation of the new nation's freedom and
practice of self-government.

Saving History

How White Evangelicals Tour the Nation's Capital and
Redeem a Christian America UNC Press Books

Millions of tourists visit Washington, D.C., every year, but for
some the experience is about much more than sightseeing.
Lauren R. Kerby's lively book takes readers onto tour buses and
explores the world of Christian heritage tourism. These
expeditions visit the same attractions as their secular
counterparts—Capitol Hill, the Washington Monument, the war
memorials, and much more—but the white evangelicals who flock
to the tours are searching for evidence that America was founded
as a Christian nation. The tours preach a historical jeremiad that
resonates far beyond Washington. White evangelicals across the
United States tell stories of the nation's Christian origins, its
subsequent fall into moral and spiritual corruption, and its need
for repentance and return to founding principles. This vision of
American history, Kerby finds, is white evangelicals’ most
powerful political resource—it allows them to shapeshift between
the roles of faithful patriots and persecuted outsiders. In an era
when white evangelicals' political commitments baffle many
observers, this book offers a key for understanding how they
continually reimagine the American story and their own place in
it.

Letter to a Christian Nation Alfred a Knopf Incorporated
Argues that the increasing power of Christian fundamentalists in
American politics threatens the country's citizens, blames the
Bible for promoting intolerance of other faiths, and describes
atheism as "an admission of the obvious."

How to Hide an Empire

A History of the Greater United States Farrar, Straus and
Giroux

Named one of the ten best books of the year by the Chicago
Tribune A Publishers Weekly best book of 2019 | A 2019 NPR Staff
Pick A pathbreaking history of the United States’ overseas
possessions and the true meaning of its empire We are familiar
with maps that outline all fifty states. And we are also familiar
with the idea that the United States is an “empire,” exercising
power around the world. But what about the actual
territories—the islands, atolls, and archipelagos—this country has
governed and inhabited? In How to Hide an Empire, Daniel
Immerwabhr tells the fascinating story of the United States outside
the United States. In crackling, fast-paced prose, he reveals
forgotten episodes that cast American history in a new light. We
travel to the Guano Islands, where prospectors collected one of
the nineteenth century’s most valuable commodities, and the
Philippines, site of the most destructive event on U.S. soil. In
Puerto Rico, Immerwahr shows how U.S. doctors conducted grisly
experiments they would never have conducted on the mainland
and charts the emergence of independence fighters who would
shoot up the U.S. Congress. In the years after World War I,
Immerwahr notes, the United States moved away from
colonialism. Instead, it put innovations in electronics,
transportation, and culture to use, devising a new sort of
influence that did not require the control of colonies. Rich with
absorbing vignettes, full of surprises, and driven by an original
conception of what empire and globalization mean today, How to
Hide an Empire is a major and compulsively readable work of
history.

Learn about the United States

Quick Civics Lessons for the New Naturalization Test
Government Printing Office

"Learn About the United States" is intended to help permanent
residents gain a deeper understanding of U.S. history and



government as they prepare to become citizens. The product
presents 96 short lessons, based on the sample questions from
which the civics portion of the naturalization test is drawn. An
audio CD that allows students to listen to the questions, answers,
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and civics lessons read aloud is also included. For immigrants
preparing to naturalize, the chance to learn more about the
history and government of the United States will make their
journey toward citizenship a more meaningful one.
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