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The Outcast

A Novel Harper Collins
A mesmerizing portrait
of 1950s hypocrisy and
unexpected love, from
a powerful new voice It
is 1957, and Lewis
Aldridge, straight out
of prison, is journeying
back to his home in
Waterford, a suburban
town outside London.
He is nineteen years
old, and his return will
have dramatic
consequences not just
for his family, but for
the whole community.
A decade earlier, his
father's homecoming
has a very different
effect. The war is over
and Gilbert has been

demobilized. He
reverts easily to
suburban

life—cocktails at six-
thirty, church on
Sundays—but his wife
and young son resist
the stuffy  routine.
Lewis and his mother
escape to the woods



for picnics, just as they
did in wartime days.
Nobody is surprised
that Gilbert's wife
counters convention,
but they are all
shocked when, after
one of their jaunts,
Lewis comes back
without her. Not far
away, Kit Carmichael
keeps watch. She has
always understood
more than most, not
least from what she is
dealt by her own
father's hand. Lewis's
grief and burgeoning
rage are all too plain,
and Kit makes a
private vow to help.
But in her attempts to
set them both free, she
fails to foresee the
painful and horrifying
secrets that must first
be forced into the
open. In this brilliant
debut, Sadie Jones tells
the story of a boy who
refuses to accept the
polite lies of a tightly

knit community that
rejects love in favor of
appearances. Written

with nail-biting
suspense and
cinematic pacing, The
Outcast is an

emotionally powerful
evocation of postwar
provincial English
society and a
remarkably uplifting
testament to the
redemptive powers of
love and
understanding.

The Outcast Random
House

1957, and Lewis
Aldridge is travelling
back to his home in the
South of England. He is
straight out of jail and
nineteen years old. His
return will trigger the
implosion not just of
his family, but of a
whole community. A
decade earlier, his
father's homecoming
casts a different shape.
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The war is over and
Gilbert has recently
been demobbed. He
reverts easily to
suburban life -
cocktails at six thirty,
church on Sundays -
but his wife and young
son resist the stuffy
routine. Lewis and his
mother escape to the
woods for picnics, just
as they did in wartime

days. Nobody s
surprised that Gilbert's
wife counters

convention, but they
are all shocked when,
after one of their
jaunts, Lewis comes
back without her. Not
far away, Kit
Carmichael keeps
watch. She has always
understood more than
most, not least from
what she has been
dealt by her own
father's hand. Lewis's
grief and burgeoning
rage are all too plain,
and Kit makes a

private vow to help.
But in her attempts to
set them both free, she
fails to predict the
painful and horrifying
secrets that must first
be forced into the
open. As menacing as
it is beautiful, The
Outcast is a
devastating portrait of
small-town hypocrisy
from an astonishing
new voice.

The Outcast Vintage
Canada

The village was asleep,
with all the people
behind the walls and
through the windows
and up the stairs of the
little houses blind and
deaf in their beds while
anything might
happen. Lewis headed
down the middle of the
road and he kept
falling and had to
remember to get back
on his feet. He reached
the churchyard and



stood in the dark with
the church even darker
above him. -from The
Outcast by Sadie Jones
[t’s 1957. Nineteen-
year-old Lewis Aldridge
is returning by train to
his home in Waterford
where he has just
served a two-year
prison term for a crime
that shocked the
sleepy Surrey
community. Wearing a
new suit, he carries
money his father
Gilbert sent — to keep
him away, he suspects
— and a straight razor.
No one greets him at
the station. Twelve
years earlier, seven-
year-old Lewis and his
spirited mother
Elizabeth are on the
same train, bringing
Gilbert home from war.
Waterford is
experiencing many
such reunions, alcohol
lubricating awkward
homecomings and

community gatherings.
The most oppressive of
these are the
mandatory holiday
parties hosted by the
town's leading
industrialist Dicky
Carmichael, Gilbert’s
employer. With the
Carmichael estate
backing onto the
Aldridge property, the
attractive and popular
Tamsin Carmichael and
her precocious kid
sister Kit are Lewis’s
playmates, along with
a gaggle of
neighbourhood boys
who (like Lewis) are
fascinated by Tamsin.
The children play
thrilling and cruel
games, mirroring the
adults’ inebriated
dysfunction. Though
pleased to be reunited
with Elizabeth, Gilbert
is appalled by the
coddling his son has
received in his
absence. No longer
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permitted to skip
church for picnics by
the river, Elizabeth and
Lewis are steered back
under the ever-
judgmental gaze of
Waterford society.
Lewis continues to
flourish, a naturally
capable golden child.
But iconoclastic
Elizabeth, disappointed
by Gilbert’s insistence
on conformity, seeks
refuge in the bottle.
Then a sunny riverside
picnic ends with
Elizabeth dead and
ten-year-old Lewis the
only witness. A
shattered Gilbert is
incapable of providing
comfort to his young
son and the community
of Waterford turns
away from the
traumatized child, now
rendered a pariah by
tragedy. Lewis is sent
to boarding school,
summoned home only
for holidays. Gilbert

remarries five months
later to Alice, a
compliant beauty who
is not up to the task of
parenting a damaged
child. Years pass and
Lewis, now a troubled
teenager, is lost in
dangerous and self-
harming behaviours.
When an incident with
a local bully causes
Lewis to be even
further estranged from
the community, Gilbert
and Alice stand idly by
as Lewis is tormented
by the tyrannical
Dicky. Enraged, Lewis
commits a shocking
crime against the
whole of Waterford and
is sent to prison. Two
years later, upon his
shamed return, the
town continues to treat
Lewis as an outcast.
Only Tamsin’s little
sister Kit, now a young
woman, sees in him
the golden boy he once
was. She had become



infatuated with Lewis
years earlier when he
had casually protected
her from bullies and
broken bicycle chains.
But she now faces a
much darker and more
dangerous sort of
bullying at the hands of
her father. It is up to
Lewis once again to
rescue her, redeeming
himself through
tremendous courage
and terrible sacrifice.
And perhaps Kit holds
the power to rescue
him, too. Winner of the
Costa First Novel
Award and a finalist for
the prestigious Orange
Prize, Sadie Jones's The
Outcast introduces us
to a clear and brave
new voice in British
fiction. The novel is a
clarion call to us all,
daring us to stand up
to the bullies of our
world, in whatever
form they may take
and — above all else —

10

to love our children.

The Uninvited
Guests Knopf Canada

It's rural England, just
after the turn of the
last century. Charlotte
married Edward Shift
after the sudden death
of her first husband,
Horace Torrington.
They live at Sterne, the
home they are in
danger of losing due to
a financial crisis, with
Charlotte's 3 children:
Emerald, Clovis and
Smudge. On the day of
Emerald's birthday
party, a terrible train
wreck occurs on a
branch line and the
stranded passengers
seek refuge at Sterne.
Among these
passengers is Charlie
Traversham-Beechers,
a sketchy figure from
Charlotte's past. This
unusual guest list
makes for an
unforgettable birthday

10
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celebration for Emerald
and an evening of the
past literally coming
back to haunt
Charlotte.

Small Wars Knopf
Canada

Sadie Jones, the award-
winning and
internationally
bestselling author of
The Outcast, returns
with an ambitious,
richly imagined novel
that confirms her place

in the literary
firmament. A
passionate and

beautifully written tale
of personal loss in the
midst of war in late
1950s Cyprus, Small
Wars raises important
questions that are just
as relevant today.
What happens when
everything a man
believes in — the army,
his country, his
marriage — begins to
crumble? Hal Treherne

11

is a young British
soldier on the brink of
a brilliant career.
Transferred to Cyprus
to defend the colony,
Hal takes his wife,
Clara, and their
daughters with him.
But Hal is pulled into
atrocities that take him
further from Clara, a
betrayal that is only
one part of a shocking
personal crisis to
come. Small Wars is a
searing, unforgettable
novel from a writer at
the height of her
powers.

Fallout

A Novel Harper Collins
Sadie Jones, the award

winning, bestselling
author of The Uninvited
Guests and The

Outcast, explores the
theater of love, the
politics of theater, and
the love of writing in
this deeply romantic



story about a young
playwright in 1970s
London. Leaving
behind an emotionally
disastrous childhood in
a provincial northern
town, budding
playwright Luke
Kanowski begins a new
life in London that
includes Paul Driscoll,
an aspiring producer
who will become his
best friend, and Leigh
Radley, Paul's
girlfriend. Talented and
ambitious, the trio
found a small theater
company that enjoys
unexpected early
success. Then, one
fateful evening, Luke
meets Nina Jacobs, a
dynamic and
emotionally damaged
actress he cannot
forget, even after she
drifts into a marriage
with a manipulative
theater producer. As
Luke becomes a highly
sought after

12

playwright, he
stumbles in love,
caught in two triangles
where love requited
and unrequited,
friendship, and art will
clash with terrible
consequences for all
involved. Fallout is an
elegantly crafted novel
whose characters
struggle to escape the
various cataclysms of
their respective pasts.
Falling in love
convinces us we are
the pawns of the gods;
Fallout brings us firmly
into the psyche of

romantic love—its
sickness and its
ecstasy.

The Snakes

A Novel HarperCollins
“The Snakes is many
things—a parable and
an ancient drama
where a father’s greed
devours his children, a
police procedural, an

12
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avid take on tabloid
venality, and a bitter
comedy, superbly
observed, where
behind a woman’s eyes
she is ‘all movement
inside herself, like a
wasp in a glass.’ |
admit that I'm still
shaken by parts of this
novel. Sadie Jones
writes with pitiless
aplomb and corrosive
intelligence.”—Louise
Erdrich A chilling page-
turner and impossible
to put down, THE
SNAKES is Sadie Jones
at her best:
breathtakingly

powerful, brilliantly
incisive, and utterly
devastating. The new
novel by Sadie Jones
tells the tense and
violent story of the
Adamsons, a
dysfunctional English
family, with
exceptional wealth,
whose darkest secrets
come back to bite

13

them. Set mostly in
rural France during
contemporary times,
THE SNAKES is an all-
consuming read and a
devastating portrait of
how money corrupts,
and how chance can
deal a deadly hand.
THE SNAKES exposes
the damage wreaked
by parents on children
as observed by a new
member of the family,
Dan, a mixed-race man
from Peckham who
marries Bea, the
daughter who refuses
to take any of her
father’'s filthy money.
But when Bea’s brother
Alex (who runs a
shabby hotel in
Paligny, France) dies

suddenly in
unexplained

circumstances, the
confusion and

suspicion which arise
bring other dark family
secrets—and

violence—to the



surface. And none of
the family, even the
good members, go
untouched.

Amy and Lan

A Novel Harper

The author of the
highly acclaimed,
bestselling novel The
Uninvited Guests
returns with a
captivating coming of
age story told by Amy
and Lan, two children
whose journey from
innocence to moving
experience is shaped
by their families'
attempt at the pastoral
dream on a farm, deep
in the English
countryside. "The very
first thing | remember
is standing on the
water-butt in the
garden, with my Mum
holding me to stop me
falling, singing 'I'm On
Top of the World' , and
the smell of the new

14

wood in the hot sun.
And something do with
Mum's silver necklace.
Amy doesn't remember
any of that. Her very
first memory is our
wolfhound lvan
knocking her over in a
puddle. Or it might be
eating a boiled eqgg,
and looking at the
daisies on her kitchen
tablecloth." Amy
Connell and Lan Honey
are having the best
childhood ever. They
live on a 78-acre farm
in the South West of
England, with sisters
and brothers, other
kids, chickens, goats,
three dogs, and even a
calf, called Gabriella
Christmas. "Honeys in
the Farmhouse,
Connells in the
Cowhouse, Hodges in
the Carthouse . . ." The
three sets of parents
are best friends who
came to Frith from the
city, and are learning,

14
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year after year, how to
farm the land. Free and
unsupervised, Amy and
Lan play with axes and
climb on haystacks,
but there is grownup
danger at Frith they
don't see. It's Gail,
Lan's mother, and
Adam, Amy's father
who should be more
careful. They should
learn what kids know:
never to play with fire.

The Snakes

A Novel Vintage

READ THE TENSE
TWIST-FILLED RICHARD
AND JUDY BOOK CLUB
PICK FOR SPRING 2020
FROM THE #1
BESTSELLING AUTHOR
OF THE OUTCAST.
Family secrets can be
deadly... Newly-weds
Dan and Bea decide to
escape London. Driving
through France in their
beaten-up car they
anticipate a long lazy

15

summer, worlds away
from their ordinary
lives. But their idyll
cannot last. Stopping
off to see Bea's brother
at his crumbling hotel,
the trio are joined
unexpectedly by Bea's
ultra-wealthy parents.
Dan has never
understood Bea's deep
discomfort around
them but living
together in such close
proximity he begins to
sense something is
very wrong. Just as
tensions reach
breaking point, brutal
tragedy strikes,
exposing decades of
secrets and silence
that threaten to
destroy them all. 'A
suspenseful,
beautifully written
thriller about the
corruption of money
and abuse within a
dysfunctional family'
Guardian



The Book and the
Brotherhood Penguin
A story about love and
friendship and Marxism
Many years ago Gerard
Hernshaw and his
friends

“commissioned” one of
their number to write a
political book. Time
passes and opinions
change. “Why should
we go on supporting a
book which we
detest?” Rose Curtland
asks. “The brotherhood
of Western intellectuals
versus the book of
history,” Jenkin
Riderhood suggests.
The theft of a wife
further embroils the
situation. Moral
indignation must be
separated from
political disagreement.
Tamar Hernshaw has a
different trouble and a
terrible secret. Can one

16

solution. Duncan
Cambus thinks that
since it is a tragedy,
someone must die.
Someone dies. Rose,
who has gone on loving
without hope, at least
deserves a reward.

Jacob's Folly

A Novel Farrar, Straus
and Giroux

A luminous novel-funny
and moving in equal
measure-that shines
with the author's
unique talents Jacob's
Folly is a rollicking,
ingenious, saucy book,
brimful of sparkling,
unexpected characters,
that takes on desire,
faith, love, acting-and
reincarnation. In
eighteenth-century
Paris, Jacob Cerf is a
Jew, a peddler of
knives, saltcellars, and

die of shame? In snuffboxes. Despite a
another quarter a disastrous teenage
suicide pact seems the marriage, he s
16 The QOutcast Sadie Jones  2025-07-03



The Outcast Sadie Jones

17

determined to raise
himself up in life, by
whatever means he
can. More than two
hundred years later,
Jacob is amazed to find
himself reincarnated as
a fly in the Long Island
suburbs of twenty-first-
century America, his
new life twisted in
ways he could never
have imagined. But
even the tiniest of
insects can influence
the turning of the
world, and thanks to
his arrival, the lives of
a reliable volunteer
fireman and a young
Orthodox Jewish
woman nursing a
secret ambition will
never be the same.
Through the unique
lens of Jacob's
consciousness,

Rebecca Miller
explores change in all
its different guises-
personal, spiritual,
literal. The hold of the

17

past on the present,
the power of private
hopes and dreams, the
collision of fate and
free will: Miller's world-
which is our own,
transfigured by her
clear gaze and by her
sharp, surprising wit-
comes brilliantly to life
in the pages of this
profoundly original
novel.

Emily Hudson

A Novel Penguin

Based on an episode in
Henry James's life, the
captivating story of a
young heroine with
ambitions and desires
beyond her time. By
the start of the Civil
War, Emily Hudson has
lost her entire family to
consumption. Wholly
dependent upon her
puritanical uncle, Emily
forms a close bond
with her ailing cousin,
William, an ambitious



young writer. When a
promising engagement
is broken, William,
obsessed by Emily's
spirit and beauty,
becomes her patron
and takes her to
England-only to
manipulate and
neglect her for the
sake of his own
creativity. There, Emily
finally  spurns  her
cousin's rules and sets
out alone to pursue an
artist's life in the
eternal city of Rome.
Reminiscent of the
novels of Edith
Wharton and the films
of Merchant lvory,
Emily Hudson will
resonate with anyone
who has ever sought to
be true to herself.

The Black Prince

Penguin
Bradley Pearson, an
unsuccessful novelist

in his late fifties, has
finally left his dull

18

office  job as an
Inspector of Taxes.
Bradley hopes to retire
to the country, but
predatory friends and
relations dash his
hopes of a peaceful
retirement. He s
tormented by his
melancholic sister, who
has decided to come
live with him; his ex-
wife, who has
infuriating hopes of
redeeming the past;
her delinquent brother,
who wants money and
emotional
confrontations; and
Bradley's friend and
rival, Arnold Baffin, a
younger, deplorably
more successful author
of commercial fiction.
The ever-mounting
action includes marital
Cross-purposes,
seduction, suicide,
abduction, romantic
idylls, murder, and due
process of law. Bradley
tries to escape from it

18
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all but fails, leading to
a violent climax and a
coda that casts shifting
perspectives on all that
has preceded.

The Secret Scripture

A Novel Penguin

An epic story of family,
love, and unavoidable
tragedy from the two-
time Man Booker Prize
finalist. Now a major
motion picture starring

Rooney Mara.
Sebastian Barry's
latest novel, Days

Without End, is now
available. Sebastian
Barry's novels have
been hugely admired
by readers and critics,
and in 2005 his novel A
Long Long Way was
shortlisted for the Man
Booker Prize. In The
Secret Scripture, Barry
revisits County Sligo,
Ireland, the setting for
his previous three
books, to tell the

19

unforgettable story of
Roseanne McNulty.
Once one of the most
beguiling women in
Sligo, she is now a
resident of Roscommon
Regional Mental
Hospital and nearing
her hundredth year.
Set against an Ireland
besieged by conflict,
The Secret Scripture is
an engrossing tale of
one woman's life, and
a poignant story of the
cruelties of civil war
and corrupted power.
The Secret Scripture is
now a film starring
Rooney Mara, Eric
Bana, and Vanessa
Redgrave.

The End Of Alice
Simon and Schuster

From the 2013 Orange
Prize-winning author of
May We Be Forgiven.
Only a work of such
searing, meticulously
controlled bDrilliance
could provoke such a



20

wide range of visceral
responses. Here is the
incredible story of an
imprisoned pedophile
who is drawn into an
erotically charged
correspondence with a
nineteen-year-old
suburban coed. As the
two reveal—and revel
in—their obsessive
desires, Homes creates
in The End of Alice a
novel that is part
romance, part horror
story, at once
unnerving and
seductive.

My Heart Is a
Chainsaw Simon and
Schuster

Named a Best Book of
2021 by NPR In her
quickly gentrifying
rural lake town Jade
sees recent events
only her encyclopedic
knowledge of horror
films could have
prepared her for in this
latest novel from the

Jordan Peele of horror
literature, New York
Times bestselling
author Stephen
Graham Jones. “Some
girls just don’t know
how to die...” Shirley
Jackson meets Friday
the 13th in My Heart Is
a Chainsaw, written by
the author of The Only
Good Indians Stephen
Graham Jones, called
“a literary master” by
National Book Award
winner Tananarive Due
and “one of our most
talented living writers”
by Tommy Orange.
Alma Katsu calls My
Heart Is a Chainsaw “a
homage to slasher
films that also
manages to defy and
transcend genre.” On
the surface is a story of
murder in small-town
America. But beneath
is its beating heart: a
biting critique of
American colonialism,
Indigenous
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displacement, and
gentrification, and a
heartbreaking portrait
of a broken young girl
who wuses horror
movies to cope with
the horror of her own
life. Jade Daniels is an

angry, half-Indian
outcast with an
abusive father, an

absent mother, and an
entire town that wants
nothing to do with her.
She lives in her own
world, a world in which
protection comes from
an unusual source:
horror

movies...especially the
ones where a masked
killer seeks revenge on
a world that wronged
them. And Jade
narrates the quirky
history of Proofrock as
if it is one of those
movies. But when
blood actually starts to
spill into the waters of
Indian Lake, she pulls
us into her dizzying,

21

encyclopedic mind of
blood and masked
murderers, and
predicts exactly how
the plot will unfold. Yet,
even as Jade drags us
into her dark fever
dream, a surprising
and intimate portrait
emerges...a portrait of
the scared and
traumatized little girl
beneath the Jason
Voorhees mask: angry,
yes, but also a girl who
easily cries, fiercely
loves, and desperately
wants a home. A girl
whose feelings are too
big for her body. My
Heart Is a Chainsaw is
her story, her homage
to horror and revenge
and triumph.

The
Anchor
Filled with
bestselling, award-
winning author's
trademark wordplay
and inventive

Accidental

the



storytelling, here is the
dizzyingly entertaining,
wickedly humorous
story of a mysterious
stranger whose sudden
appearance during a
family’s summer
holiday transforms four
variously unhappy
people. Each of the
Smarts—parents Eve

and Michael, son
Magnus, and the
youngest, daughter

Astrid—encounter
Amber in his or her
own solipsistic way, but
somehow her presence
allows them to see
their lives (and their
life together) in a new
light. Smith’s narrative

freedom and
exhilarating facility
with language propel
the novel to its

startling, wonderfully
enigmatic conclusion.

The Choices We
Make

22

A Novel MIRA

"Karma Brown's work is
as smart as it is
effortless to read."
—Taylor Jenkins Reid,
New York Times
bestselling author of
Reese's Book Club Pick
Daisy Jones & The Six
From #1
internationally
bestselling author of
Recipe for a Perfect
Wife comes an
unforgettable story
that explores the
intricate dynamics of
friendship and
parenthood Best
friends Hannah and
Kate have been
inseparable almost all
of their lives. While
they're close as sisters,
Hannah can't help but
feel envious of the little
family Kate and her
husband, David, have
created—complete
with two perfect little
girls. She and Ben have
been trying for years to
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have a baby, so when
they receive the news
that she will likely
never get pregnant,
Hannah's heartbreak is
overwhelming. They
begin to tentatively
explore the other
options, and Kate
offers to be Hannah's
surrogate. But as these
two families embark on
an incredible journey
toward parenthood, a
devastating tragedy
puts everything at risk
of falling apart.
Poignant, twisty and
refreshingly honest,
The Choices We Make
is a powerful tale of an
incredible friendship
and the risks we take
to make our dreams
come true.

Good Behaviour New
York Review of Books

This Booker Prize-short
listed dark satire of
20th-century Irish
society is back in print.

23

Is it possible to kill with
kindness? As Molly
Keane’s Booker
Prize-short-listed dark
comedy suggests, not
only can kindness be
deadly, it just may be
the best form of
revenge. The novel
opens as Aroon St.
Charles prepares to
serve her invalid
mother a splendid
luncheon—the silver
gleams, the linens
glow—of rabbit
mousse, a dish her
mother despises. In
fact, a single whiff of
the stuff is enough to
knock the old lady
dead. “All my life so far
| have done everything
for the best reasons
and the most unselfish
motives,” says Aroon
soon after. In the
pages that follow she
will make her case,
reminiscing about her
youth among the
hunting-and-fishing



classes of Ireland, a
faded aristocracy
dedicated to
distraction even as
their fortunes dwindle.
Keane's brilliant sleight
of hand is to allow her
blinkered heroine to
narrate her own
development from
neglected child, to
ungainly debutante, to
bitter spinster: Aroon
understands nothing,
yet she reveals all.

The

Vintage
1946, post-World War I
Hamburg. While
thousands wander the
rubble, lost and
homeless, Colonel
Lewis Morgan, charged
with overseeing the
rebuilding of this
devastated city and
the denazification of its
defeated people, is
stationed in a grand
house on the River
Elbe. He is awaiting the

Aftermath

24

arrival of his wife,
Rachael—still grieving
for their eldest
son—and their only
surviving son, Edmund.
But rather than force
the owners of the
house, a German
widower and his
rebellious daughter,
out onto the streets,
Lewis insists that the
two families live
together. In this
charged atmosphere,
both parents and
children will be forced
to confront their true
selves as enmity and
grief give way to
passion and betrayal,

to their deepest
desires, their fiercest
loyalties, and the

transforming power of
forgiveness. This
courageous new novel
from award-winning
author Rhidian Brook
tells an emotionally
riveting story of two
families, one house,
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and love grown from
hate. This ebook
edition includes a
Reading Group Guide.

Snowdrops

A Novel Anchor
SHORTLISTED for the
2011 Man Booker Prize
for Fiction An intense
psychological drama
that echoes
sophisticated
entertainments like
Gorky Park and The
Talented Mr. Ripley.
Nick Platt is a British
lawyer working in
Moscow in the early
2000s—a place where
the cascade of oil
money, the tightening

grip of the
government, the
jostling of the
oligarchs, and the

loosening of Soviet
social mores have led
to a culture where
corruption, decadence,
violence, and betrayal

25

define everyday life.
Nick doesn’t ask too
many questions about
the shady deals he
works on—he'’s too
busy enjoying the
exotic, surreally sinful
nightlife Moscow has to
offer. One day in the
subway, he rescues
two willowy sisters,
Masha and Katya, from
a would-be purse
snatcher. Soon Nick,
the seductive Masha,
and long-limbed Katya
are cruising the seamy
glamour spots of the
city. Nick begins to feel
something for Masha
that he is pleased to
think is love. Then the
sisters ask Nick to help
their aged aunt,
Tatiana, find a new
apartment. Of course,
nothing is as it
seems—including this
extraordinary debut
novel. The twists in the
story take it far beyond
its noirish frame—the



sordid and vivid
portrayal of Moscow
serves as a backdrop
for a book that
examines the
irresistible allure of sin,
featuring characters
whose hearts are as
cold as the Russian
winter.

Falling Stars
Createspace
Independent Pub
NEWLY EDITED:
October 2013 "The
haunting pools of dark
chocolate drew me in
and made my skin
crackle. She was
beautiful,
breathtakingly so.
before this moment, |
don't think 1 truly
realized just how
beautiful she is. A new
ache formed in my
chest." Christopher
Mason, front man of
the band The
Forgotten. He's hot,
he's famous and

26

everything a famous
rock star can be. But
despite his fame and
bad boy look, inside he
battles demons.
Demons so powerful
they may destroy him.
All hope seems lost.
Slowly, his star is
falling. Mia Ryder, lead
vocalist of the band
Hushed Mentality,
enters his life.
Energetic, fun, and
laidback, Mia is just
about everything
Christopher isn't. And
he definitely doesn't
want her on his tour.
But one night changes
everything. For the first
time in his life,
Christopher Mason
becomes sure of one
thing, and it's the one
thing he's tried so hard
to push away.

Inside the Whale
Anchor Canada

Inside the Whale is a
story about the big
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things that hold us
together and the small
things that prove our
undoing. It is a dazzling
celebration of the
bright joys, hard losses
and deep
contentments borne by
two eccentric families
as the twentieth
century unfolds.
Fizzing with eclectic
characters and
poignant imagery, this
heart-wrenching debut
novel is a story to
relish.

When We Were Rich
Simon and Schuster

The brilliant new novel
from the author of The
Last Summer of the
Water Strider ‘A sharp
and very funny portrait
of a brash era which is
also a surprisingly
tender take on flawed
masculinity.” Sarah
Hughes, i paper ‘What
a terrific  novel
wickedly sharp, wildly

27

entertaining - | was
gripped from start to
finish. With its twisty
plots and interwoven
characters it paints a
vivid portrait of a
crucial decade. It's
laugh-out-loud funny,
too. And with property
porn thrown in, what's
not to like’ Deborah
Moggach Millennium
Eve and six people
gather on a London
rooftop. Recently
married, Frankie Blue
watches with his wife,
Veronica, as the sky
above the Thames
explodes into a
kaleidoscope of light.
His childhood
companion, Colin,
ineptly flirts with Roxy,
an unlikely first date,
while another old
friend, Nodge, newly
‘out’, hides his
insecurities from his
waspish boyfriend.
New Labour are at
their zenith. The



economy booms,
awash with cheap
credit. The arrival of
the smartphone
heralds the sudden and
vast expansion of
social media. Mass
immigration from
Eastern Europe leave
many unsettled while
religious extremism
threatens violent
conflict.  An  estate
agent in a property
boom, Frankie is
focused simply on
getting rich. But can he
survive the coming
crash? And what will
become of his friends -
and his marriage - as
they are scoured by
the winds of change?
When We Were Rich
finds the characters
introduced in Tim Lott's
award-winning 1999
debut, White City Blue,
struggling to make
sense of a new era.
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acutely observed novel
of all our lives, set
during what was for
some a golden time -
and for others a
nightmare, from which
we are yet to wake up.
‘Wickedly funny and
deeply humane. | loved
this book’ Sadie Jones
‘Tim Lott revisits the
years between
millennium fever and
the financial crisis, and
brings this already
long-lost era back to
life in a novel every bit
as evocative and
compelling as we
would expect from this
prodigiously qgifted
author’ Jonathan Coe
Praise for The Last
Summer of the Water
Strider: 'l was very
moved by The Last
Summer of the Water
Strider, which is both
exquisitely specific to
time and place and

Sad, shocking and wuniversal in its
often hilarious, itisan examination of
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humanity, grief and the
bizarre prisons that
people build for
themselves - and one
another. Funny,
fascinating, mysterious
and provocative' Sadie
Jones, author of The
Outcast '‘Great
storytelling and superb
characterisation. Very
few writers can evoke
quintessential
Englishness in its
myriad forms like Tim
Lott. I loved it' Irvine
Welsh 'Lott is excellent
when it comes to the
psychology of a
grieving adolescent'
Observer

The Pure Gold Baby

Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt

Her promising career in
1960s London
interrupted by an affair
with a married

professor that renders
her a single mother,
anthropology student

29

Jessica Speight faces
wrenching questions
about responsibility,
potential and
compassion when her
sunny child reveals
unigue needs. By the
renowned author of
The Sea Lady. 30,000
first printing.

God's Own Country
Penguin UK

Granta Best Young
British Novelist and
Sunday Times Young
Writer of the Year,
Shortlisted for NINE
literary awards 'Ross
Raisin's story of how a
disturbed but basically
well-intentioned rural
youngster turns into a
malevolent sociopath is
both chilling in its
effect and convincing
in its execution' J. M.
Coetzee 'Utterly
frightening and
electrifying' Joshua
Ferris 'Astonishing,
funny, unsettling ... An
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unforgettable creation

[whose] literary
forebears include
Huckleberry Finn,

Holden Caulfield and
Alex from A Clockwork
Orange' The Times
'Remarkable,

compelling, very funny
and very disturbing . . .
like no other character
in contemporary
fiction' Sunday Times
In God's Own Country,
one of the most
celebrated debut
novels of recent years,
Ross Raisin tells the
story of solitary young
farmer, Sam Marsdyke,
and his extraordinary
battle with the world.
Expelled from school
and cut off from the
town, mistrusted by his
parents and avoided by

city incomers,
Marsdyke is a loner
until he meets

rebellious new
neighbour Josephine.
But what begins as a

friendship and leads to
thoughts of escape
across the moors turns
to something much,
much darker with
every step. 'Powerful,
engrossing,

extraordinary, sinister,
comic. A masterful
debut' Observer

The Best Kind of
People

A Novel
Books

A local schoolteacher is
arrested, leaving his
family to wrestle with
the possibility of his
guilt, in this exquisite
novel about loyalty,
truth, and happiness.
The Woodburys cherish
life in the affluent,
bucolic suburb of
Avalon Hills,
Connecticut. George is
a beloved science
teacher at the local
prep school, a hero
who once thwarted a

Ballantine
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gunman, and his wife,
Joan, is a hardworking
ER nurse. They have
brought up their
children in this thriving
town of wooded yards
and sprawling lakes.
Then one night a police
car pulls up to the
Woodbury home and
George is charged with
sexual misconduct with
students from his
daughter’s school. As

he sits in prison
awaiting trial and
claiming innocence,

Joan vaults between
denial and rage as
friends and neighbors
turn cold. Their
daughter, seventeen-
year-old Sadie, is a
popular high school
senior who becomes a
social outcast—and
finds refuge in an
unexpected place. Her
brother, Andrew, a
lawyer in New York,
returns home to
support the family,

31

only to confront
unhappy memories
from his past. A writer
tries to exploit their
story, while an unlikely
men’s rights activist
group attempts to
recruit Sadie for their
cause. Provocative and
unforgettable, The Best
Kind of People reveals
the cracks along the
seams of even the
most perfect lives and
the unraveling of an
American family.
GILLER PRIZE FINALIST
* NAMED ONE OF THE
BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY THE NEW
YORK POST “A
compelling exploration
of the ways a crime
implicates all of
us.”—Kaitlyn

Greenidge, author of
We Love You, Charlie
Freeman “I am
obsessed with this
book.”—Samantha
Irby, author of We Are
Never Meeting in Real
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Life “In our
post-Harvey Weinstein
world [this book] feels
more timely and
urgent than ever. .. . It
draws an elegant line
between rape culture,
patriarchy, and
privilege.”—Claire
Cameron, The Millions
“Every character is
fully rounded, flawed,
and achingly human. It
puts me in mind of a
twenty-first-century

Ordinary
People.”—Kate
Harding, author of

Asking for It “Sure to
provoke debate and
send book discussion
groups into
overtime.”—Library
Journal (starred review)
“A powerful page-
turner.”—Cosmopolitan

Unknown
Outcast Season:

Book Two Penguin
Second in the new

series from the New
York Times bestselling
author Living among
mortals, the djinn
Cassiel has developed
a reluctant affection for
them-especially for
Warden Luis Rocha. As
the mystery deepens
around the kidnapping
of innocent Warden
children, Cassiel and
Luis are the only ones
who can investigate
both the human and
djinn realms. But the
trail will lead them to a
traitor who may be
more powerful than
they can handle...

Vinegar Hill Harper

Collins
In a stark, troubling,
yet ultimately

triumphant celebration
of self-determination,
award-winning author
A. Manette Ansay re-
creates a stifling world
of guilty and pain, and
the tormented souls
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who inhabit it. It is
1972 when
circumstance carries
Ellen Grier and her
family back to Holly's
Field, Wisconsin.
Dutifully accompanying
her newly unemployed
husband, Ellen has
brought her two
children into the home
of her in-laws on
Vinegar Hill--a loveless
house suffused with
the settling dust of
bitterness and routine--
where calculated
cruelty is a way of life
preserved and
perpetuated in the
service of a rigid,
exacting and angry
God. Behind a facade
of false piety, there are
sins and secrets in this
place that could crush
a vibrant young
woman's passionate
spirit. And here Ellen
must find the straight
to endure, change, and
grow in the all-

33

pervading darkness
that threatens to
destroy everything she
is and everyone she
loves.

Frog Music

A Novel Little, Brown
From the author of the
worldwide bestseller
Room: "Her greatest
achievement
yet...Emma Donoghue
shows more than range
with Frog Music -- she
shows genius."- Darin
Strauss, author of Half
a Life. Summer of
1876: San Francisco is
in the fierce grip of a
record-breaking heat
wave and a smallpox
epidemic. Through the
window of a railroad
saloon, a young
woman named Jenny
Bonnet is shot dead.
The survivor, her friend
Blanche Beunon, is a
French burlesque
dancer. Over the next



three days, she will risk
everything to bring
Jenny's murderer to
justice -- if he doesn't
track her down first.
The story Blanche
struggles to piece
together is one of free-

love bohemians,
desperate paupers,
and arrogant

millionaires; of jealous
men, icy women, and
damaged children. It's
the secret life of Jenny
herself, a notorious
character who breaks
the law every morning
by getting dressed: a
charmer as slippery as
the frogs she hunts. In
thrilling, cinematic
style, Frog Music digs
up a long-forgotten,
never-solved crime.
Full of songs that
migrated across the
world, Emma
Donoghue's lyrical tale
of love and bloodshed
among lowlifes
captures the pulse of a

34

boomtown like no

other.

This Is Happiness
Bloomsbury Publishing
USA

NAMED A BEST BOOK
OF THE YEAR BY THE
WASHINGTON POST
and REAL SIMPLE A
profound and
enchanting new novel
from Booker Prize-
longlisted author Niall
Williams about the
loves of our lives and
the joys of reminiscing.
You don't see rain stop,
but you sense it. You
sense something has
changed in the
frequency you've been
living and you hear the
quietness you thought
was silence get quieter
still, and you raise your
head so your eyes can
make sense of what
your ears have already
told you, which at first
is only: something has
changed. The rain is
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stopping. Nobody in
the small, forgotten
village of Faha
remembers when it
started; rain on the
western seaboard was
a condition of living.
Now--just as Father
Coffey proclaims the
coming of electricity--it
is stopping. Seventeen-
year-old Noel Crowe is
standing outside his
grandparents' house
shortly after the rain
has stopped when he
encounters Christy for
the first time. Though
he can't explain it, Noel
knows right then:
something has
changed. This is the
story of all that was to
follow: Christy's long-
lost love and why he
had come to Faha,
Noel's own experiences
falling in and out of
love, and the endlessly
postponed arrival of
electricity--a

development that,

35

once complete, would
leave behind a world
that had not changed
for centuries. Niall
Williams' latest novel is
an intricately observed
portrait of a
community, its
idiosyncrasies and its
traditions, its
paradoxes and its
inanities, its failures
and its triumphs.
Luminous and
otherworldly, and yet
anchored with deep-
running roots into the
earthy and the
everyday, This Is
Happiness is about
stories as the very stuff
of life: the ways they
make the texture and
matter of our world,
and the ways they
write and rewrite us.

The Household
Guide to Dying

A Novel About Life
Penguin



Now that popular
household advice
columnist Delia Bennet
is dying from cancer,
she's compiled the
ultimate to-do list: plan
her daughter's future
wedding, fill the
freezer with her
family's favorite meals-
perhaps even do some
matchmaking for her
husband. But just as
Delia comes to terms
with the impossibility
of ever tying every
loose thread together
in her too-short time,
an unexpected visitor
helps her believe in her
life's worth in a way no
list ever could...

As the Earth Turns
Silver

ReadHowYouWant.com
From the late
nineteenth century to
the 1920's, from
Kwangtung, China to
Wellington and
Dunedin and the

36

Battlefields of the
Western Front ? A story
of two families. Yung
faces a new land that
does not welcome the
Chinese.? Alone,
Katherine struggles to
raise her children and
find her place in the
world. In a climate of
hostility towards the
foreign newcomers,
Katherine and Yung
embark on a poignant
and far-reaching love
affair . . Alison's
debut novel, As the
Earth Turns Silver, was
over a decade in the
making. The novel
achieved instant
success overseas, with
international rights and
foreign language
editions being sold in
the UK, Australia, and
parts of Europe and
Asia. At home, it was
shortlisted for the 2010
Nielsen BookData
Booksellers' Choice
Award, and won the
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2010 New Zealand Post
Book Award for Fiction,
establishing Alison as a
major new voice in
contemporary New
Zealand fiction. ?Alison
currently lives in
Geelong, Australia,
where As the Earth
Turns Silver was
shortlisted for the 2010
Australian Prime
Minister's Literary
Awards. The novel has
also been longlisted for
the 2011 International
IMPAC Dublin Literary
Award.

Il Am One of You
Forever

A Novel LSU Press

Wonderfully funny and
also deeply touching, |
Am One of You Forever
is the story of a young
boy's coming of age.
Set in the hills and
hollows of western
North Carolina in the
years around World

37

War I, it tells of ten-
year-old Jess and his
family father,
mother, grandmother,
foster brother, and an
odd assortment of
other relatives -- who
usher Jess into the
adult world, with all its
attendant joys and
sorrows, knowledge
and mystery. Jess's
father is feisty,
restless, and fun-
loving. His mother is
straitlaced and serious
but accepts with grace
and good humor the
antics of the men of
the family, a trait she
learned from her own
mother. Johnson Gibbs
is the orphaned
teenager who comes to
live with them on their
mountain farm. Life on
the laurel-covered
mountain is isolated
and at times difficult,
but for Jess it is made
rich and remarkable
through his



38

relationship with his
father and, especially,
Johnson Gibbs. Visiting
the farm from time to
time is a gallery of
eccentric relatives who
are surely among the
most memorable
creations in recent
fiction. Uncle Luden is
a womanizer who left
the mountains years
ago for a job in
California that "paid
actual cash money."
Uncle Gurton has a
spooky way of
appearing and
disappearing without
ever seeming to enter
or exit, but it is his
flowing beard, which
he has apparently
never trimmed and
which he keeps tucked
inside his overalls, that
is of most fascination
to Jess. Uncle Zeno is a
storyteller. With the
words "That puts me in
mind of..." everyone
around knows that he

is about to launch into
another of his endless
tales. Uncle Runkin,
who always brings his
handmade coffin to
sleep in whenever he
visits, spends his time
carving intricate
designs into the coffin
and trying to find just
the right epitaph for his
tombstone. Aunt
Samantha Barefoot
stops by for a brief
spell, too. A country
singer and cousin to
Jess's grandmother,
she is a woman of
uncensored speech
(Jess learns a lot from
her) and honest
emotions. Chappell
tells the story of all of
these characters in a
series of chapters that
range from fantasy and
near farce to pathos.
As notable for its lyrical
descriptions of the
rural settings as for its
finely honed vernacular
dialogue, | Am One of
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You Forever shows us a
world full of wit and
wisdom and the
sadness at the heart of
things. As one would
expect from a poet like
Fred Chappell, every
line offers its own
pleasures and
satisfactions.

The Clothes On Their
Backs

A Novel Simon and
Schuster

Orange Prize winner
and shortlisted for the
Man Booker Prize 2008,
Linda Grant has
created an enchanting
portrait of a woman
who, having endured
unbearable loss, finds
solace in the family
secrets her estranged
uncle reveals. In vivid
and supple prose,
Grant subtly constructs
a powerful story of
family, love, and the
hold the past has on

39

the present. Vivien
Kovacs, a sensitive,
bookish girl grows up
sealed off from the
world by her timid
Hungarian refugee
parents, who conceal
the details of their
history and shy away
from any encounter
with the outside world.
She learns how to
navigate British society
from an eccentric cast
of neighbors
including a fading
ballerina, a cartoonist,
and a sad woman who
wanders the city and
teaches Vivien to be
beautiful. She loses
herself in books and
reinvents herself
according to her
favorite characters, but
it is through clothes
that she ultimately
defines herself. Against
her father's wishes,
she forges a
relationship with her
uncle, a notorious
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criminal and slum
landlord, who, in his
old age, wants to share
his life story. As he
exposes the truth
about her family's past
Vivien learns how to be
comfortable in her own
skin and how to be
alive in the world.
Grant is a spectacularly
humanizing writer
whose morally complex
characters explore the
line between
selfishness and self-
preservation.

The Beacon Random
House

What happens to a
family when one of the
brothers publishes his
“misery memoir?” Is
his litany of childhood
torment a complete
invention? Or was
there really a cupboard
under the stairs? The
farmhouse was called
The Beacon and they
had been born and

reared there, May,
Colin, Frank and
Berenice, but only May
had been left for the
last 27 years . . . May
had been the clever
daughter and she had
escaped the shelter of
The Beacon, just once,
to go to university. But
in London she had
been pursued by
nameless terrors, the
victim of fears and
anxieties. Now she was
the spinster daughter,
the one who stayed,
who nursed her father
after his accident and
looked after her
mother in her old age.
Frank was the one who
got away. He married
and moved on. But
why does no one ever
mention Frank’s name?
Richly atmospheric,
evoking mystery,
ambiguity and
suspense, The Beacon
is a novella which
continues to resonate
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beyond the final pages.

Wake Up, Life is

Calling Sristhi
Publishers &
Distributors

What if your mind is
your greatest enemy?
What if you were living
your worst nightmare?
How would you cope?
Ankita has fought a
mental disorder, been
through hell, and
survived two suicide
attempts. Now in
Mumbai, surrounded
by her loving and
supportive parents,
everything seems
idyllic. She is not on
medication. She is in a
college she loves,
studying her dream
subject: Creative
Writing. She has made
friends with the bubbly
Parul and the
glamourous Janki. At
last leading a ‘normal
life’, she immerses
herself in every bit of it

41

- the classes, her
friends, her course and
all the carefree fun of

college. Underneath
the surface, however,
there is trouble

brewing. A book she
discovers in her college
library draws her in,
consumes her and
sends her into a
terrifying darkness that
twists and tears her
apart. To make matters
worse, a past boyfriend
resurfaces, throwing
her into further turmoil.
Armed with only a pen
and a journal, she
desperately fights with
every ounce of
strength she has. But
can she escape her
thoughts? Will Ankita
survive the ordeal a
second time around?
What does life have in
store for her? Preeti
Shenoy's compelling
sequel to the iconic
bestseller Life is What
You Make It chronicles
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the resilience of the
human mind and the
immense power of
positive thinking. The
gripping narrative
demonstrates with
gentle wisdom how by
changing our thoughts,
we can change our life
itself.

A Singular Hostage

Bantam
In a land of exotic
splendor, a young

Englishwoman finds
herself guardian of an
orphan child believed
by a dying maharajah
to be endowed with
magical gifts. It is a
role that will take her
on a perilous journey
into a kingdom's
walled city to protect a
child she doesn’t know
from a culture she
doesn’t understand... A
Singular Hostage The
year is 1838. Mariana
Givens, a spirited
young woman of

twenty, has been sent
to India to find a
suitable husband.
Traveling as a
translator, she joins the
entourage of Lord
Auckland, the British
Governor-General, as
he journeys across
India with an army ten
thousand strong to
meet the fabled Ranjit
Singh, Maharajah of
the Punjab. Eager
young officers compete
for Mariana’s favor, but
it is with India that she

falls in love: the
baggage elephants
tramping through

country vast and wild;
the scent of exotic
foods at remote
campsites; the
enigmatic tutor who is
her guide to native
languages and ways.
Lord Auckland must
forge an alliance with
Ranjit Singh that will
deliver Afghanistan
into British control, but
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as he negotiates his
crucial treaty, Mariana
is drawn into a perilous
conspiracy surrounding
the one-eyed
Maharajah’'s baby
hostage--a child of
mystical repute named
Saboor.

Starter for Ten

A Novel Villard
NOW A MAJOR MOTION

PICTURE “Utterly
charming . . . a big-
hearted, flawless

coming-of-age tale, as
scary and funny as
your yearbook
picture.”—People (four
stars) The year is 1985.
Brian Jackson, a
working-class kid on
full scholarship, has
started his first term at
university. He has a
dark secret—a long-
held, burning ambition
to appear on the wildly
popular British TV quiz
show University
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Challenge—and now,
finally, it seems the
dream is about to
become reality. He's
made the school team,
and they’ve completed
the qualifying rounds
and are limbering up
for their first televised
match. (And, what'’s
more, he’s fallen head
over heels for one of
his teammates, the
beautiful, brainy, and
intimidatingly posh
Alice Harbinson.) Life
seems perfect and
triumph inevitable—but
as his world opens up,
Brian learns that a little
knowledge can be a
dangerous thing. Praise
for A Starter for Ten
“Fresh, edgy and very
funny . . [David
Nicholls] has a talent
for droll dialogue and a
wonderful sense of the
ridiculous.”—USA
Today “Starter for Ten
has that elusive
Hornby-factor. . . . It's



wincingly funny . . . a
prospect to
savour.”—Arena

Beautiful Lies
Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt

A tale inspired by a
true story follows the
experiences of Scottish
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aristocrat's wife
Maribel Campbell, a
self-proclaimed Chilean
heiress who in late
Victorian London finds
her husband's career
threatened by a
notorious journalist's
investigation into her
true past.
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