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John Adams Simon and Schuster

Chronicles the life of America's second president, including his
youth, his career as a Massachusetts farmer and lawyer, his
marriage to Abigail, his rivalry with Thomas Jefferson, and his
influence on the birth of the United States.

John Adams Simon & Schuster Audio

Presents a biography portraying John Adams as a brilliant, fiercely
independent Yankee patriot who spared nothing in his zeal for the
American Revolution and then rose to become the second
president of the United States.#x1E.

David McCullough: The Presidential Biographies

John Adams, Mornings on Horseback, and Truman Simon &
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Schuster

From “one of our most gifted living writers” (The Washington
Post), this collection includes David McCullough’s masterful
biographies of three great presidents: John Adams, Harry S.
Truman, and Theodore Roosevelt. Both John Adams and Truman
won the Pulitzer Prize for biography. This boxed set will include
the following three volumes: John Adams The Pulitzer
Prize-winning, bestselling biography of America’s founding father
and second president that was the basis for the acclaimed HBO
series, John Adams reads like an epic historical novel, breathing
fresh life into the history of the American Revolution and the birth
of the young republic. Truman The Pulitzer Prize-winning
biography of Harry S. Truman, whose presidency included
momentous events from the atomic bombing of Japan to the
outbreak of the Cold War and the Korean War. Mornings on
Horseback The National Book Award-winning biography that tells
the story of how young Teddy Roosevelt transformed himself
from a sickly boy into the vigorous man who would become a war
hero and ultimately president of the United States.

The American Spirit

Who We Are and What We Stand For Simon and Schuster
Over the course of his career, David McCullough has spoken
before Congress, colleges and universities, historical societies,
and other esteemed institutions. Now, at a time of self-reflection
in America following a bitter election campaign that has left the
country divided, McCullough has collected some of his most
pertinent speeches in a brief volume designed to identify
important principles and characteristics that are particularly
American.

David McCullough's John Adams Spark Publishing Group

In 2001, David McCullough's Pulitzer prizewinning and bestselling
biography John Adams rediscovered our second president and
revealed fascinating aspects of his life that few had known
before. Here is additional background and historical context that
can help you better understand McCullough's brilliantly written
and illuminating portrait: Why do some consider Adams to be the
first "real" U.S. president? How might Adams fare if he were a
candidate today? What are Adams's greatest political legacies?

David McCullough Library E-book Box Set

1776, Brave Companions, The Great Bridge, John Adams,
The Johnstown Flood, Mornings on Horseback, Path
Between the Seas, Truman, The Course of Human Events
Simon and Schuster

Perfect for David McCullough fans and history lovers alike, this
eBook boxed set features all of his bestselling titles, from 1776 to
Mornings on Horseback. This e-book box set includes all of David
McCullough’s bestselling backlist titles: - 1776: The riveting story
of George Washington, the men who marched with him, and their
British foes in the momentous year of American independence. -
Brave Companions: Profiles of exceptional men and women who
shaped history, among them Alexander von Humboldt, Harriet
Beecher Stowe, and Charles and Anne Lindbergh. - The Great
Bridge: The remarkable, enthralling story of the planning and
construction of the Brooklyn Bridge, which linked two great cities
and epitomized American optimism, skill, and determination. -
John Adams: The magisterial, Pulitzer Prize-winning biography of
the independent, irascible Yankee patriot, one of our nation’s
founders and most important figures, who became our second
president. - The Johnstown Flood: The classic history of an
American tragedy that became a scandal in the age of the

Robber Barons, the preventable flood that destroyed a town and
killed 2,000 people. - Mornings on Horseback: The brilliant
National Book Award-winning biography of young Theodore
Roosevelt’s metamorphosis from sickly child to a vigorous,
intense man poised to become a national hero and then
president. - Path Between the Seas: The epic National Book
Award-winning history of the heroic successes, tragic failures,
and astonishing engineering and medical feats that made the
Panama Canal possible. - Truman: The Pulitzer Prize-winning
biography of Harry Truman, the complex and courageous man
who rose from modest origins to make momentous decisions as
president, from dropping the atomic bomb to going to war in
Korea. - Special Bonus: The Course of Human Events: In this
Jefferson Lecture in the Humanities, David McCullough draws on
his personal experience as a historian to acknowledge the crucial
importance of writing in history’s enduring impact and influence,
and he affirms the significance of history in teaching us about
human nature through the ages.

David McCullough American History E-book Box Set

John Adams, 1776, Truman, The Course of Human Events
Simon and Schuster

A special eBook boxed set from Pulitzer Prize-winning author
David McCullough, featuring four books on American history. This
e-book box set includes the following American History-themed
books by David McCullough: - John Adams: The magisterial,
Pulitzer Prize-winning biography of the independent, irascible
Yankee patriot, one of our nation’s founders and most important
figures, who became our second president. - 1776: The riveting
story of George Washington, the men who marched with him, and
their British foes in the momentous year of American
independence. - Truman: The Pulitzer Prize-winning biography of
Harry Truman, the complex and courageous man who rose from
modest origins to make momentous decisions as president, from
dropping the atomic bomb to going to war in Korea. - Special
Bonus: The Course of Human Events: In this Jefferson Lecture in
the Humanities, David McCullough draws on his personal
experience as a historian to acknowledge the crucial importance
of writing in history’s enduring impact and influence, and he
affirms the significance of history in teaching us about human
nature through the ages.

John Adams

The Pulitzer Prize-Winning Biography Simon and Schuster
The Pulitzer Prize-winning biography of an American Founding
Father. A huge bestseller in America, David McCullough's JOHN
ADAMS tells the extraordinary story of the brilliant, fiercely
independent, often irascible, always honest Yankee patriot -- 'the
colossus of independence’, as Thomas Jefferson called him -- who
spared nothing in his zeal for the American Revolution and who
rose to become the second President of the United States. Both a
riveting portrait of an abundantly human man and a vivid
evocation of his time, JOHN ADAMS has the sweep and vitality of
a great novel, taking us from the Boston Massacre to Philadelphia
in 1776 to the Versailles of Louis XVI, from Spain to Amsterdam
to London, where Adams was the first American to stand before
King George lll as a representative of the new nation. This is
history on a grand scale -- a book about politics and war, but also
about human nature, love, faith, virtue, ambition, friendship and
betrayal, and the far-reaching consequences of noble ideas.
Above all, it is an enthralling, often surprising story of one of the
most important and fascinating Americans who ever lived.
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John Adams

The American Presidents Series: The 2nd President,
1797-1801 Macmillan

A revealing look at the true beginning of American politics Until
recently rescued by David McCullough, John Adams has always
been overshadowed by Washington and Jefferson. Volatile,
impulsive, irritable, and self-pitying, Adams seemed
temperamentally unsuited for the presidency. Yet in many ways
he was the perfect successor to Washington in terms of ability,
experience, and popularity. Possessed of a far-ranging
intelligence, Adams took office amid the birth of the government
and multiple crises. As well as maintaining neutrality and
regaining peace, his administration created the Department of
the Navy, put the army on a surer footing, and left a solvent
treasury. One of his shrewdest acts was surely the appointment
of moderate Federalist John Marshall as Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court. Though he was a Federalist, Adams sought to
work outside the still-forming party system. In the end, this would
be his greatest failing and most useful lesson to later leaders.
"Diggins's slim volume offers a reconsideration of Adams, a
thoughtful study of American politics of the period and Adams's
legacy for today. " - Publishers Weekly

The Revolutionary John Adams National Geographic Books
A biography of John Adams with emphasis on his role in the
American Revolution.

Summary of John Adams by David McCullough

John Adams by David McCullough - Book Summary -
Readtrepreneur (Disclaimer: This is NOT the original book, but an
unofficial summary.) The bestselling biography of one of
America's founding father, an eye-catching true story that will
keep you hooked right from the get-go. David McCullough unveils
the story of John Adams like it has never done before. Filled with
amazing anecdotes from the man who would eventually become
the second president of the United States of America. To do a
great biography, you need amazing research skills and a good
way to keep the story entertaining and Nelson Runger does this
splendidly. (Note: This summary is wholly written and published
by Readtrepreneur It is not affiliated with the original author in
any way) "We cannot insure success, but we can deserve it." -
David McCullough Learning history is a great medium to become
a better person, avoiding past mistakes and absorbing the
wisdom of the world's greatest. We can definitely learn a lot from
John Adams' story and John Adams himself, so we don't have to
see this book as solely a leisure reading title but also as a way to
learn from one of America's founding fathers. David McCullough
stresses that this is a great book to learn a lot about John Adams
and American story. Politics, war, love, religious faith and
betrayal, that's some of the elements that will be awaiting in this
extraordinary book. P.S. John Adams is a great book that will sate
your thirst for knowledge but also keep you entertained while
doing it. The Time for Thinking is Over! Time for Action! Scroll Up
Now and Click on the "Buy now with 1-Click" Button to Get your
Copy Right Away! Why Choose Us, Readtrepreneur? @ Highest
Quality Summaries @ Delivers Amazing Knowledge @ Awesome
Refresher @ Clear And Concise Disclaimer Once Again: This book
is meant for a great companionship of the original book or to
simply get the gist of the original book.

David McCullough American Presidents E-Book Box Set

John Adams, Mornings on Horseback, Truman, The Course
of Human Events Simon and Schuster

From “America’s most beloved biographer, David McCullough”
(Time)—a collection of his bestselling biographies of American
Presidents. This e-book box set features David McCullough’s
award-winning biographies of American Presidents, including: -
John Adams: The magisterial, Pulitzer Prize-winning biography of
the independent, irascible Yankee patriot, one of our nation’s
founders and most important figures, who became our second
president. - Mornings on Horseback: The brilliant National Book
Award-winning biography of young Theodore Roosevelt’'s
metamorphosis from sickly child to a vigorous, intense man
poised to become a national hero and then president. - Truman:
The Pulitzer Prize-winning biography of Harry Truman, the
complex and courageous man who rose from modest origins to
make momentous decisions as president, from dropping the
atomic bomb to going to war in Korea. - Special Bonus: The
Course of Human Events: In this Jefferson Lecture in the
Humanities, David McCullough draws on his personal experience
as a historian to acknowledge the crucial importance of writing in
history’s enduring impact and influence, and he affirms the
significance of history in teaching us about human nature
through the ages.

The Course of Human Events

The 2003 Jefferson Lecture in the Humanities Simon and
Schuster

In this short speech, the master historian tracks the founding
fathers’ and his own fascination with all things historical.

Truman Simon and Schuster

The Pulitzer Prize-winning biography of Harry S. Truman, whose
presidency included momentous events from the atomic bombing
of Japan to the outbreak of the Cold War and the Korean War, told
by America’s beloved and distinguished historian. The life of
Harry S. Truman is one of the greatest of American stories, filled
with vivid characters—Roosevelt, Churchill, Stalin, Eleanor
Roosevelt, Bess Wallace Truman, George Marshall, Joe McCarthy,
and Dean Acheson—and dramatic events. In this riveting
biography, acclaimed historian David McCullough not only
captures the man—a more complex, informed, and determined
man than ever before imagined—but also the turbulent times in
which he rose, boldly, to meet unprecedented challenges. The
last president to serve as a living link between the nineteenth
and the twentieth centuries, Truman'’s story spans the raw world
of the Missouri frontier, World War I, the powerful Pendergast
machine of Kansas City, the legendary Whistle-Stop Campaign of
1948, and the decisions to drop the atomic bomb, confront Stalin
at Potsdam, send troops to Korea, and fire General MacArthur.
Drawing on newly discovered archival material and extensive
interviews with Truman’s own family, friends, and Washington
colleagues, McCullough tells the deeply moving story of the
seemingly ordinary “man from Missouri” who was perhaps the
most courageous president in our history.

Friends Divided

John Adams and Thomas Jefferson Penguin

A New York Times Book Review Notable Book of 2017 A Wall
Street Journal Best Book of 2017 From the great historian of the
American Revolution, New York Times-bestselling and Pulitzer-
winning Gordon Wood, comes a majestic dual biography of two of
America's most enduringly fascinating figures, whose partnership
helped birth a nation, and whose subsequent falling out did much
to fix its course. Thomas Jefferson and John Adams could scarcely
have come from more different worlds, or been more different in



temperament. Jefferson, the optimist with enough faith in the
innate goodness of his fellow man to be democracy's champion,
was an aristocratic Southern slaveowner, while Adams, the
overachiever from New England's rising middling classes,
painfully aware he was no aristocrat, was a skeptic about popular
rule and a defender of a more elitist view of government. They
worked closely in the crucible of revolution, crafting the
Declaration of Independence and leading, with Franklin, the
diplomatic effort that brought France into the fight. But
ultimately, their profound differences would lead to a
fundamental crisis, in their friendship and in the nation writ large,
as they became the figureheads of two entirely new forces, the
first American political parties. It was a bitter breach, lasting
through the presidential administrations of both men, and
beyond. But late in life, something remarkable happened: these
two men were nudged into reconciliation. What started as a
grudging trickle of correspondence became a great flood, and a
friendship was rekindled, over the course of hundreds of letters.
In their final years they were the last surviving founding fathers
and cherished their role in this mighty young republic as it
approached the half century mark in 1826. At last, on the
afternoon of July 4th, 50 years to the day after the signing of the
Declaration, Adams let out a sigh and said, At least Jefferson still
lives. He died soon thereafter. In fact, a few hours earlier on that
same day, far to the south in his home in Monticello, Jefferson
died as well. Arguably no relationship in this country's history
carries as much freight as that of John Adams of Massachusetts
and Thomas Jefferson of Virginia. Gordon Wood has more than
done justice to these entwined lives and their meaning; he has
written a magnificent new addition to America's collective story.

John Adams

by David McCullough | Summary & Analysis Instaread

John Adams by David McCullough | Summary & Analysis Preview:
David McCullough’s John Adams is a biography designed to
establish Adams’s place beside, or even above, better known
figures such as Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, and
George Washington in the pantheon of national founders. It was
published in 2001 and won the 2002 Pulitzer Prize for Biography
or Autobiography. It was adapted into an HBO miniseries in 2008.
Adams was the son of a farmer in the small town of Braintree,
Massachusetts. His family recognized his intelligence and talent
and invested in his education; his father sold land so that John
could receive a BA from Harvard. He continued at Harvard to
receive his law degree in 1758, then was mentored by John
Putnam and admitted to the bar in 1759. He married Abigail
Smith in 1764 and soon afterwards he began his career in public
life with opposition to the British Stamp Act of 1765. Despite his
ardent support of the colonies... PLEASE NOTE: This is summary
and analysis of the book and NOT the original book. Inside this
Instaread Summary of John Adams: Summary of the Book
Important People Character Analysis Analysis of the Themes and
Author’s Style About the Author With Instaread, you can get the
key takeaways, summary and analysis of a book in 15 minutes.
We read every chapter, identify the key takeaways and analyze
them for your convenience.

Mornings on Horseback

The Story of an Extraordinary Faimly, a Vanished Way of
Life and the Unique Child Who Became Theodore
Roosevelt Simon and Schuster

The National Book Award-winning biography that tells the story
of how young Teddy Roosevelt transformed himself from a sickly

boy into the vigorous man who would become a war hero and
ultimately president of the United States, told by master historian
David McCullough. Mornings on Horseback is the brilliant
biography of the young Theodore Roosevelt. Hailed as “a
masterpiece” (John A. Gable, Newsday), it is the winner of the Los
Angeles Times 1981 Book Prize for Biography and the National
Book Award for Biography. Written by David McCullough, the
author of Truman, this is the story of a remarkable little boy,
seriously handicapped by recurrent and almost fatal asthma
attacks, and his struggle to manhood: an amazing
metamorphosis seen in the context of the very uncommon
household in which he was raised. The father is the first Theodore
Roosevelt, a figure of unbounded energy, enormously attractive
and selfless, a god in the eyes of his small, frail namesake. The
mother, Mittie Bulloch Roosevelt, is a Southerner and a
celebrated beauty, but also considerably more, which the book
makes clear as never before. There are sisters Anna and Corinne,
brother Elliott (who becomes the father of Eleanor Roosevelt),
and the lovely, tragic Alice Lee, TR’s first love. All are brought to
life to make “a beautifully told story, filled with fresh detail” (The
New York Times Book Review). A book to be read on many levels,
it is at once an enthralling story, a brilliant social history and a
work of important scholarship which does away with several old
myths and breaks entirely new ground. It is a book about life
intensely lived, about family love and loyalty, about grief and
courage, about “blessed” mornings on horseback beneath the
wide blue skies of the Badlands.

John Adams

A Life Oxford University Press

John Ferling has nearly forty years of experience as a historian of
early America. The author of acclaimed histories such as A Leap
into the Dark and Almost a Miracle, he has appeared on many TV
and film documentaries on this pivotal period of our history. In
John Adams: A Life, Ferling offers a compelling portrait of one of
the giants of the Revolutionary era. Drawing on extensive
research, Ferling depicts a reluctant revolutionary, a leader who
was deeply troubled by the warfare that he helped to make, and
a fiercely independent statesman. The book brings to life an
exciting time, an age in which Adams played an important
political and intellectual role. Indeed, few were more instrumental
in making American independence a reality. He performed
yeoman's service in the Continental Congress during the
revolution and was a key figure in negotiating the treaty that
brought peace following the long War of Independence. He held
the highest office in the land and as president he courageously
chose to pursue a course that he thought best for the nation,
though it was fraught with personal political dangers. Adams
emerges here a man full of contradictions. He could be petty and
jealous, but also meditative, insightful, and provocative. In
private and with friends he could be engagingly witty. He was
terribly self-centered, but in his relationship with his wife and
children his shortcomings were tempered by a deep, abiding
love. John Ferling's masterful John Adams: A Life is a singular
biography of the man who succeeded George Washington in the
presidency and shepherded the fragile new nation through the
most dangerous of times.

The Greater Journey

Americans in Paris Simon and Schuster

The #1 bestseller that tells the remarkable story of the
generations of American artists, writers, and doctors who
traveled to Paris, the intellectual, scientific, and artistic capital of
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the western world, fell in love with the city and its people, and
changed America through what they learned, told by America’s
master historian, David McCullough. Not all pioneers went west.
In The Greater Journey, David McCullough tells the enthralling,
inspiring—and until now, untold—story of the adventurous
American artists, writers, doctors, politicians, and others who set
off for Paris in the years between 1830 and 1900, hungry to learn
and to excel in their work. What they achieved would profoundly
alter American history. Elizabeth Blackwell, the first female
doctor in America, was one of this intrepid band. Another was
Charles Sumner, whose encounters with black students at the
Sorbonne inspired him to become the most powerful voice for
abolition in the US Senate. Friends James Fenimore Cooper and
Samuel F. B. Morse worked unrelentingly every day in Paris,
Morse not only painting what would be his masterpiece, but also
bringing home his momentous idea for the telegraph. Harriet
Beecher Stowe traveled to Paris to escape the controversy
generated by her book, Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Three of the greatest
American artists ever—sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens, painters
Mary Cassatt and John Singer Sargent—flourished in Paris,
inspired by French masters. AlImost forgotten today, the heroic
American ambassador Elihu Washburne bravely remained at his
post through the Franco-Prussian War, the long Siege of Paris,
and the nightmare of the Commune. His vivid diary account of
the starvation and suffering endured by the people of Paris is
published here for the first time. Telling their stories with power
and intimacy, McCullough brings us into the lives of remarkable
men and women who, in Saint-Gaudens’ phrase, longed “to soar
into the blue.

The Pioneers

The Heroic Story of the Settlers Who Brought the
American Ideal West Simon & Schuster

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Pulitzer Prize-winning historian
David McCullough rediscovers an important and dramatic chapter
in the American story—the settling of the Northwest Territory by
dauntless pioneers who overcame incredible hardships to build a
community based on ideals that would come to define our
country. As part of the Treaty of Paris, in which Great Britain
recognized the new United States of America, Britain ceded the
land that comprised the immense Northwest Territory, a
wilderness empire northwest of the Ohio River containing the
future states of Ohio, Indiana, lllinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin. A
Massachusetts minister named Manasseh Cutler was
instrumental in opening this vast territory to veterans of the
Revolutionary War and their families for settlement. Included in
the Northwest Ordinance were three remarkable conditions:
freedom of religion, free universal education, and most
importantly, the prohibition of slavery. In 1788 the first band of
pioneers set out from New England for the Northwest Territory
under the leadership of Revolutionary War veteran General Rufus
Putnam. They settled in what is now Marietta on the banks of the
Ohio River. McCullough tells the story through five major
characters: Cutler and Putnam; Cutler’s son Ephraim; and two
other men, one a carpenter turned architect, and the other a
physician who became a prominent pioneer in American science.
They and their families created a town in a primeval wilderness,
while coping with such frontier realities as floods, fires, wolves
and bears, no roads or bridges, no guarantees of any sort, all the
while negotiating a contentious and sometimes hostile
relationship with the native people. Like so many of McCullough’s
subjects, they let no obstacle deter or defeat them. Drawn in
great part from a rare and all-but-unknown collection of diaries
and letters by the key figures, The Pioneers is a uniquely

American story of people whose ambition and courage led them
to remarkable accomplishments. This is a revelatory and
quintessentially American story, written with David McCullough’s
signature narrative energy.

The Education of John Adams Oxford University Press, USA

""Let us dare to read, think, speak and write...." In 1765, John
Adams, a twenty-nine-year-old Massachusetts lawyer, pondered
the crisis engulfing Great Britain and its North American colonies.
In his view, the dispute's focus was how the British Empire was to
be governed under the unwritten English constitution. To address
that problem, Adams drafted a pamphlet, "A Dissertation on the
Canon and Feudal Law." He likened Britain's abuse of its authority
over the colonists to the enslavement of medieval Europe by
kings and lords allied with the Roman Catholic Church.
Juxtaposing dangers past and present, he warned that a new
tyranny was on the horizon, but, he added, the colonists had
means to resist it. Knowledge of American rights under the
English constitution, he maintained, would bolster American
resistance: "This spirit [of liberty], however, without knowledge,
would be little better than a brutal rage. Let us tenderly and
kindly cherish, therefore, the means of knowledge. Let us dare to
read, think, speak and write." 1 Adams's exhortation to his
readers illuminated his life, his part in the American Revolution,
and his role in the evolution of American constitutionalism. In the
American Revolution, the Founding Fathers fought in different
ways and using different means. Adams marshaled words and
arguments in the American revolutionary cause. As lawyer,
politician, legislator, constitution-maker, diplomat, and executive,
he mobilized legal and historical knowledge for the greater good,
drawing on the best of the past to save the future: Let every
order and degree among the people rouse their attention and
animate their resolution. Let them all become attentive to the
grounds and principles of government, ecclesiastical and civil. Let
us study the law of nature; search into the spirit of the British
constitution; read the histories of ancient ages; contemplate the
great examples of Greece and Rome; set before us the conduct of
our own British ancestors, who have defended for us the inherent
rights of mankind against foreign and domestic tyrants and
usurpers, against arbitrary kings and cruel priests, in short,
against the gates of earth and hell. Adams lived with books at his
elbow and a pen in his hand. Insatiably curious about the world
around him, he educated himself and sought to teach his
contemporaries and posterity what he had learned. These lifelong
processes of learning and teaching constitute the education of
John Adams. 2 Previous studies of Adams use one of two
competing approaches to Adams, neither capturing his life's
complexity or significance. Dazzled by his colorful personality, his
self-awareness, and his revealing himself on paper, most
biographers stress Adams's character, some reducing his
constitutional and political advocacy and analysis to mere
products of his internal conflicts. 3 The competing biographical
school spotlights him as a constitutional and political thinker,
rooted in an intellectual tradition extending from Greece and
Rome to the Enlightenment - but pushing his nonpolitical life into
the background.4 Deciding between character without ideas
(reducing Adams to an idiosyncratic volcano but ignoring his
intellectual depth) and ideas without character (seeing Adams as
a learned intellectual but shortchanging his humanity) is a false
choice. Juxtaposing his ideas with his character, this book sets
him within intersecting contexts - personal, regional, lawyerly,
political, and intellectual - that shaped his vision of the world and
of his place in it. 5 Setting Adams in context deepens our
understanding of his life's personal dimension. Adams's
resentments, explosions of temper, and paroxysms of vanity



become more comprehensible when we grasp why he felt and
expressed himself that way. His outbursts, voicing his sense of
his virtues and failings, had roots in and resonated with his
intellectual and cultural contexts. Given, for example, that he and
his contemporaries saw fame as this world's just reward for
service to the public good, and that his sense of fame resonated
with the moral heritage of his Calvinist roots, he had reasons to
take personally efforts to denigrate his labors. Those seeking to
deny him fame, he thought, were trying to take away what he
had earned. By denigrating him, they rejected the worth of his
labors and his arguments. 6 His battles with Benjamin Franklin,
with Alexander Hamilton, and with Thomas Jefferson were clashes
of personality and of principled intellectual disputes about
political theory and practice."--

A Dissertation on the Canon and Feudal Law CreateSpace

John Adams (October 30 1735 - July 4, 1826) was the second
president of the United States (1797-1801), having earlier served
as the first vice president of the United States (1789-1797). An
American Founding Father, Adams was a statesman, diplomat,
and a leading advocate of American independence from Great
Britain. Well educated, he was an Enlightenment political theorist
who promoted republicanism, as well as a strong central
government, and wrote prolifically about his often seminal ideas-
both in published works and in letters to his wife and key adviser
Abigail Adams. Adams was a lifelong opponent of slavery, having
never bought a slave. In 1770 he provided a principled,
controversial, and successful legal defense to the British soldiers
accused in the Boston Massacre, because he believed in the right
to counsel and the "protect[ion] of innocence." Adams came to
prominence in the early stages of the American Revolution. A
lawyer and public figure in Boston, as a delegate from
Massachusetts to the Continental Congress, he played a leading
role in persuading Congress to declare independence. He
assisted Thomas Jefferson in drafting the Declaration of
Independence in 1776, and was its primary advocate in the
Congress. Later, as a diplomat in Europe, he helped negotiate the
eventual peace treaty with Great Britain, and was responsible for
obtaining vital governmental loans from Amsterdam bankers. A
political theorist and historian, Adams largely wrote the
Massachusetts Constitution in 1780, which together with his
earlier Thoughts on Government, influenced American political
thought. One of his greatest roles was as a judge of character: in
1775, he nominated George Washington to be commander-in-
chief, and 25 years later nominated John Marshall to be Chief
Justice of the United States. Adams' revolutionary credentials
secured him two terms as George Washington's vice president
and his own election in 1796 as the second president. During his
one term as president, he encountered ferocious attacks by the
Jeffersonian Republicans, as well as the dominant faction in his
own Federalist Party led by his bitter enemy Alexander Hamilton.
Adams signed the controversial Alien and Sedition Acts, and built
up the army and navy especially in the face of an undeclared
naval war (called the "Quasi-War") with France, 1798-1800. The
major accomplishment of his presidency was his peaceful
resolution of the conflict in the face of Hamilton's opposition. In
1800, Adams was defeated for re-election by Thomas Jefferson
and retired to Massachusetts. He later resumed his friendship
with Jefferson. He and his wife founded an accomplished family
line of politicians, diplomats, and historians now referred to as
the Adams political family. Adams was the father of John Quincy
Adams, the sixth President of the United States. His
achievements have received greater recognition in modern
times, though his contributions were not initially as celebrated as
those of other Founders. Adams was the first U.S. president to

reside in the executive mansion that eventually became known
as the White House.

Passionate Sage: The Character and Legacy of John Adams
W. W. Norton & Company

"“Impassioned and erudite....A captivating portrait of this
Massachusetts native as a wonderfully contrary genius possessed
of an uncommon moral intelligence and farsighted political
wisdom." —Michiko Kakutani, New York Times A fresh look at this
astute, likably quirky statesman, by the author of the Pulitzer
Award-winning Founding Brothers and the National Book Award
winning American Sphinx. "The most lovable and most laughable,
the warmest and possibly the wisest of the founding fathers, John
Adams knew himself as few men do and preserved his knowledge
in a voluminous correspondence that still vibrates. Ellis has used
it with great skill and perception not only to bring us the man,
warts and all, but more importantly to reveal his extraordinary
insights into the problems confronting the founders that resonate
today in the republic they created." —Edmund S. Morgan, Sterling
Professor of History Emeritus, Yale University

The Wisdom of John Adams Citadel Press

John Adams was America's first vice president, second president
and a leading revolutionary, yet his remarkable accomplishments
have sometimes been over-shadowed by his peers Washington
and Jefferson.

Brave Companions Simon and Schuster

From Alexander von Humboldt to Charles and Anne Lindbergh,
these are stories of people of great vision and daring whose
achievements continue to inspire us today, brilliantly told by
master historian David McCullough. The bestselling author of
Truman and John Adams, David McCullough has written profiles of
exceptional men and women past and present who have not only
shaped the course of history or changed how we see the world
but whose stories express much that is timeless about the human
condition. Here are Alexander von Humboldt, whose epic
explorations of South America surpassed the Lewis and Clark
expedition; Harriet Beecher Stowe, “the little woman who made
the big war”; Frederic Remington; the extraordinary Louis Agassiz
of Harvard; Charles and Anne Lindbergh, and their fellow long-
distance pilots Antoine de Saint-Exupéry and Beryl Markham;
Harry Caudill, the Kentucky lawyer who awakened the nation to
the tragedy of Appalachia; and David Plowden, a present-day
photographer of vanishing America. Different as they are from
each other, McCullough’s subjects have in common a rare vitality
and sense of purpose. These are brave companions: to each
other, to David McCullough, and to the reader, for with rare
storytelling ability McCullough brings us into the times they knew
and their very uncommon lives.

My Dearest Friend

Letters of Abigail and John Adams Harvard University Press
Spanning nearly forty years, the letters collected in this volume
form the most significant correspondence—and reveal one of the
most intriguing and inspiring partnerships—in American history.

The Wright Brothers Simon and Schuster

The #1 New York Times bestseller from David McCullough, two-
time winner of the Pulitzer Prize—the dramatic story-behind-the-
story about the courageous brothers who taught the world how to
fly—Wilbur and Orville Wright. On a winter day in 1903, in the
Outer Banks of North Carolina, two brothers—bicycle mechanics
from Dayton, Ohio—changed history. But it would take the world
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some time to believe that the age of flight had begun, with the
first powered machine carrying a pilot. Orville and Wilbur Wright
were men of exceptional courage and determination, and of far-
ranging intellectual interests and ceaseless curiosity. When they
worked together, no problem seemed to be insurmountable.
Wilbur was unquestionably a genius. Orville had such mechanical
ingenuity as few had ever seen. That they had no more than a
public high school education and little money never stopped
them in their mission to take to the air. Nothing did, not even the
self-evident reality that every time they took off, they risked
being killed. In this “enjoyable, fast-paced tale” (The Economist),
master historian David McCullough “shows as never before how
two Ohio boys from a remarkable family taught the world to fly”
(The Washington Post) and “captures the marvel of what the
Wrights accomplished” (The Wall Street Journal). He draws on the
extensive Wright family papers to profile not only the brothers
but their sister, Katharine, without whom things might well have
gone differently for them. Essential reading, this is “a story of
timeless importance, told with uncommon empathy and
fluency...about what might be the most astonishing feat mankind
has ever accomplished...The Wright Brothers soars” (The New
York Times Book Review).

Seventeen Seventy-six Simon and Schuster

Draws on personal correspondence and period diaries to present
a history of the American Revolution that includes the siege of
Boston, the American defeat at Brooklyn, the retreat across New
Jersey, and the American victory at Trenton.

Summary David McCullough's John Adams Createspace
Independent Publishing Platform

This is a Summary of David McCullough's John Adams The Pulitzer
Prize-winning, bestselling biography of America's founding father
and second president that was the basis for the acclaimed HBO
series, brilliantly told by master historian David McCullough.

John Adams: 1784-1826 Greenwood
John Quincy Adams

A Public Life, A Private Life Knopf

February 21, 1848, the House of Representatives, Washington
D.C.: Congressman John Quincy Adams, rising to speak, suddenly
collapses at his desk; two days later, he dies in the Speaker’s
chamber. The public mourning that followed, writes Paul C. Nagel,
“exceeded anything previously seen in America. Forgotten was
his failed presidency and his often cold demeanor. It was the
memory of an extraordinary human being—one who in his last
years had fought heroically for the right of petition and against a
war to expand slavery—that drew a grateful people to salute his
coffin in the Capitol and to stand by the railroad tracks as his bier
was transported from Washington to Boston.” Nagel probes
deeply into the psyche of this cantankerous, misanthropic,
erudite, hardworking son of a former president whose remarkable
career spanned many offices: minister to Holland, Russia, and
England, U.S. senator, secretary of state, president of the United
States (1825-1829), and, finally, U.S. representative (the only ex-
president to serve in the House). On the basis of a thorough
study of Adams’ seventy-year diary, among a host of other
documents, the author gives us a richer account than we have
yet had of JQA’s life—his passionate marriage to Louisa Johnson,
his personal tragedies (two sons lost to alcoholism), his brilliant
diplomacy, his recurring depression, his exasperating
behavior—and shows us why, in the end, only Abraham Lincoln’s
death evoked a great out-pouring of national sorrow in

nineteenth-century America. We come to see how much Adams
disliked politics and hoped for more from life than high office;
how he sought distinction in literacy and scientific endeavors, and
drew his greatest pleasure from being a poet, critic, translator,
essayist, botanist, and professor of oratory at Harvard; how
tension between the public and private Adams vexed his life; and
how his frustration kept his masked and aloof (and unpopular).
Nagel’s great achievement, in this first biography of America’s
sixth president in a quarter century, is finally to portray Adams in
all his talent and complexity.

Abigail Adams Simon and Schuster

Winner of the Bancroft Prize The New York Times Book Review,
Editor's Choice American Heritage, Best of 2009 In this vivid new
biography of Abigail Adams, the most illustrious woman of the
founding era, Bancroft Award-winning historian Woody Holton
offers a sweeping reinterpretation of Adams’s life story and of
women’s roles in the creation of the republic. Using previously
overlooked documents from numerous archives, Abigail Adams
shows that the wife of the second president of the United States
was far more charismatic and influential than historians have
realized. One of the finest writers of her age, Adams passionately
campaigned for women’s education, denounced sex
discrimination, and matched wits not only with her brilliant
husband, John, but with Thomas Jefferson and George
Washington. When male Patriots ignored her famous appeal to
"Remember the Ladies," she accomplished her own personal
declaration of independence: Defying centuries of legislation that
assigned married women'’s property to their husbands, she
amassed a fortune in her own name. Adams’s life story
encapsulates the history of the founding era, for she defined
herself in relation to the people she loved or hated (she was
never neutral), a cast of characters that included her mother and
sisters; Benjamin Franklin and James Lovell, her husband’s bawdy
congressional colleagues; Phoebe Abdee, her father’s former
slave; her financially naive husband; and her son John Quincy. At
once epic and intimate, Abigail Adams, sheds light on a
complicated, fascinating woman, one of the most beloved figures
of American history.

America's First Dynasty

The Adamses, 1735-1918 Simon and Schuster

Richard Brookhiser has won a wide and loyal following for his
stylish, pointed, and elegant biographies of George Washington
and Alexander Hamilton. In America's First Dynasty, Brookhiser
tells the story of America's longest and still greatest dynasty --
the Adamses, the only family in our history to play a leading role
in American affairs for nearly two centuries. From John, the self-
made, tough-minded lawyer who rose to the highest office in the
government he helped create; to John Quincy, the child prodigy
who grew up amid foreign royalty, followed his father to the
White House, and later reinvented himself as a champion of
liberty in Congress; to politician and writer Charles Francis, the
only well-balanced Adams; to Henry, brilliant scholar and
journalist -- the Adamses achieved longer-lasting greatness than
any other American family. Brookhiser's canvass starts in colonial
America, when John Adams had to teach himself the law and ride
on horseback for miles to find clients. It does not end until after
the Titanic sinks -- Henry had booked a room but changed his
plans -- and World War | begins, with Henry near the action in
France. The story of this single family offers a short course in the
nation's history, because for nearly two hundred years Adams
history was American history. The Adamses were accompanied
by an impressive cast of characters, from George Washington



and Thomas Jefferson, to Andrew Jackson and Ulysses Grant, to
Teddy Roosevelt. America's First Dynasty offers telling portraits
of the great men of our past, and many of the women around
them. John and Abigail's great love affair was destined to be
repeated by their offspring and offspring's offspring. As with any
family, there was a darker side to the Adams story: many of its
members were abject failures. Alcoholism was a familiar specter,
and suicide was not unknown. Only one of the four great
Adamses was a kind man and father; the others set standards so
impossibly high that few of their children could meet them. Yet
despite more than a century of difference from John to Henry,
certain Adams traits remained the same. In the story of our first
and still-greatest family, we can all see something of our own
struggles with family, fate, and history.

Familiar Letters of John Adams and His Wife Abigail
Adams, During the Revolution

With a Memoir of Mrs. Adams Mundus Publishing

John Adams: Party of One Macmillan

A comprehensive rendering of the life of the revolutionary,
founding father, and second U.S. president explores his origins as
a son of Massachusetts who crafted himself into an
uncompromisingly ethical politician and social reformer.

The Great Bridge

The Epic Story of the Building of the Brooklyn Bridge
Simon and Schuster

A detailed account of the construction of the Brooklyn Bridge
providing background on its engineering history as well as the
political and social climate of the late-nineteenth century.
Reissue. 10,000 first printing.

James Monroe

A Life Penguin

The extraordinary life of James Monroe: soldier, senator,
diplomat, and the last Founding Father to hold the presidency, a
man who helped transform thirteen colonies into a vibrant and
mighty republic. “A first-rate account of a remarkable life.” —Jon
Meacham, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Soul of America
Monroe lived a life defined by revolutions. From the battlefields of
the War for Independence, to his ambassadorship in Paris in the
days of the guillotine, to his own role in the creation of Congress's
partisan divide, he was a man who embodied the restless spirit of
the age. He was never one to back down from a fight, whether it
be with Alexander Hamilton, with whom he nearly engaged in a
duel (prevented, ironically, by Aaron Burr), or George
Washington, his hero turned political opponent. This magnificent
new biography vividly recreates the epic sweep of Monroe’s life:
his near-death wounding at Trenton and a brutal winter at Valley
Forge; his pivotal negotiations with France over the Louisiana
Purchase; his deep, complex friendships with Thomas Jefferson
and James Madison; his valiant leadership when the British
ransacked the nation’s capital and burned down the Executive
Mansion; and Monroe’s lifelong struggle to reckon with his own
complicity in slavery. Elected the fifth president of the United
States in 1816, this fiercest of partisans sought to bridge
divisions and sow unity, calming turbulent political seas and
inheriting Washington's mantle of placing country above party.
Over his two terms, Monroe transformed the nation,
strengthening American power both at home and abroad.
Critically acclaimed author Tim McGrath has consulted an

extensive array of primary sources, many rarely seen since
Monroe's own time, to conjure up this fascinating portrait of an
essential American statesman and president.

First Family

Abigail and John Adams Vintage

The Pulitzer Prize-winning, best-selling author of Founding
Brothers and His Excellency brings America’s preeminent first
couple to life in a moving and illuminating narrative that sweeps
through the American Revolution and the republic’s tenuous early
years. John and Abigail Adams left an indelible and remarkably
preserved portrait of their lives together in their personal
correspondence: both Adamses were prolific letter writers
(although John conceded that Abigail was clearly the more gifted
of the two), and over the years they exchanged more than twelve
hundred letters. Joseph J. Ellis distills this unprecedented and
unsurpassed record to give us an account both intimate and
panoramic; part biography, part political history, and part love
story. Ellis describes the first meeting between the two as
inauspicious—John was twenty-four, Abigail just fifteen, and each
was entirely unimpressed with the other. But they soon began a
passionate correspondence that resulted in their marriage five
years later. Over the next decades, the couple were separated
nearly as much as they were together. John’s political career took
him first to Philadelphia, where he became the boldest advocate
for the measures that would lead to the Declaration of
Independence. Yet in order to attend the Second Continental
Congress, he left his wife and children in the middle of the war
zone that had by then engulfed Massachusetts. Later he was sent
to Paris, where he served as a minister to the court of France
alongside Benjamin Franklin. These years apart stressed the
Adamses’ union almost beyond what it could bear: Abigail grew
lonely, while the Adams children suffered from their father’s
absence. John was elected the nation’s first vice president, but by
the time of his reelection, Abigail's health prevented her from
joining him in Philadelphia, the interim capital. She no doubt had
further reservations about moving to the swamp on the Potomac
when John became president, although this time he persuaded
her. President Adams inherited a weak and bitterly divided
country from George Washington. The political situation was
perilous at best, and he needed his closest advisor by his side: “I
can do nothing,” John told Abigail after his election, “without
you.” In Ellis’s rich and striking new history, John and Abigail’'s
relationship unfolds in the context of America’s birth as a nation.

John Adams and the Spirit of Liberty

In the first major work on Adams's political thought in over thirty
years, C. Bradley Thompson takes issue with the notion that
Adams's thought is irrelevant to the development of American
ideas. Focusing on Adams's major writings, Thompson elucidates
and reevaluates his political and constitutional thought by
interpreting it within the tradition of political philosophy
stretching from Plato to Montesquieu. Skillfully blending history
and political science, Thompson's work shows how the spirit of
liberty animated Adams's life and reestablishes this forgotten
Revolutionary as an independent and important thinker.

The Secret Knowledge

On the Dismantling of American Culture

Addresses key political issues from religion and political
correctness to taxes and global warming while denouncing
current administrative agendas and explaining why he has
abandoned his liberal views.
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