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Born Standing Up

A Comic's Life Simon and Schuster
Steve Martin has been an international star for over thirty years.
Here,  for  the  first  time,  he  looks  back  to  the  beginning  of  his
career and charmingly evokes the young man he once was. Born
in Texas but raised in California, Steve was seduced early by the
comedy shows that played on the radio when the family travelled
back and forth to visit relatives. When Disneyland opened just a
couple of miles away from home, an enchanted Steve was given
his  first  chance  to  learn  magic  and  entertain  an  audience.  He
describes how he noted the reaction to each joke in a ledger -
'big  laugh'  or  'quiet'  -  and  assiduously  studied  the  acts  of
colleagues,  stealing  jokes  when  needed.  With  superb  detail,
Steve recreates the world of small, dark clubs and the fear and
exhilaration  of  standing  in  the  spotlight.  While  a  philosophy
student  at  UCLA,  he  worked  hard  at  local  clubs  honing  his
comedy and slowly attracting a following until he was picked up
to write for TV. From here on, Steve Martin became an acclaimed
comedian, packing out venues nationwide. One night, however,
he noticed empty seats and realised he had 'reached the top of
the rollercoaster'.  BORN STANDING UP is a funny and riveting
chronicle of how Steve Martin became the comedy genius we
now know and is also a fascinating portrait of an era.

Born Standing Up

A Comic's Life Simon and Schuster
The  riveting,  mega-bestselling,  beloved  and  highly  acclaimed

memoir of a man, a vocation, and an era named one of the ten
best  nonfiction  titles  of  the  year  by  Time  and  Entertainment
Weekly.  In the mid-seventies,  Steve Martin exploded onto the
comedy scene. By 1978 he was the biggest concert draw in the
history of stand-up. In 1981 he quit forever. This book is, in his
own words, the story of “why I did stand-up and why I walked
away.”  Emmy  and  Grammy  Award–winner,  author  of  the
acclaimed New York Times bestsellers Shopgirl and The Pleasure
of My Company, and a regular contributor to The New Yorker,
Martin has always been a writer. His memoir of his years in stand-
up is candid, spectacularly amusing, and beautifully written. At
age  ten  Martin  started  his  career  at  Disneyland,  selling
guidebooks in the newly opened theme park. In the decade that
followed, he worked in the Disney magic shop and the Bird Cage
Theatre at Knott’s Berry Farm, performing his first magic/comedy
act a dozen times a week. The story of these years, during which
he practiced and honed his craft, is moving and revelatory. The
dedication  to  excellence  and  innovation  is  formed  at  an
astonishingly  early  age  and  never  wavers  or  wanes.  Martin
illuminates the sacrifice, discipline, and originality that made him
an icon and informs his work to this day. To be this good, to
perform so frequently, was isolating and lonely. It took Martin
decades to reconnect with his parents and sister, and he tells
that story with great tenderness. Martin also paints a portrait of
his times—the era of free love and protests against the war in
Vietnam,  the  heady  irreverence  of  The  Smothers  Brothers
Comedy Hour  in  the late  sixties,  and the transformative new
voice of Saturday Night Live in the seventies. Throughout the
text, Martin has placed photographs, many never seen before.
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Born Standing Up is a superb testament to the sheer tenacity,
focus, and daring of one of the greatest and most iconoclastic
comedians of all time.

Born Standing Up

A Comic's Life Scribner
The  riveting,  mega-bestselling,  beloved  and  highly  acclaimed
memoir of a man, a vocation, and an era named one of the ten
best  nonfiction  titles  of  the  year  by  Time  and  Entertainment
Weekly.  In the mid-seventies,  Steve Martin exploded onto the
comedy scene. By 1978 he was the biggest concert draw in the
history of stand-up. In 1981 he quit forever. This book is, in his
own words, the story of “why I did stand-up and why I walked
away.”  Emmy  and  Grammy  Award–winner,  author  of  the
acclaimed New York Times bestsellers Shopgirl and The Pleasure
of My Company, and a regular contributor to The New Yorker,
Martin has always been a writer. His memoir of his years in stand-
up is candid, spectacularly amusing, and beautifully written. At
age  ten  Martin  started  his  career  at  Disneyland,  selling
guidebooks in the newly opened theme park. In the decade that
followed, he worked in the Disney magic shop and the Bird Cage
Theatre at Knott’s Berry Farm, performing his first magic/comedy
act a dozen times a week. The story of these years, during which
he practiced and honed his craft, is moving and revelatory. The
dedication  to  excellence  and  innovation  is  formed  at  an
astonishingly  early  age  and  never  wavers  or  wanes.  Martin
illuminates the sacrifice, discipline, and originality that made him
an icon and informs his work to this day. To be this good, to

perform so frequently, was isolating and lonely. It took Martin
decades to reconnect with his parents and sister, and he tells
that story with great tenderness. Martin also paints a portrait of
his times—the era of free love and protests against the war in
Vietnam,  the  heady  irreverence  of  The  Smothers  Brothers
Comedy Hour  in  the late  sixties,  and the transformative new
voice of Saturday Night Live in the seventies. Throughout the
text, Martin has placed photographs, many never seen before.
Born Standing Up is a superb testament to the sheer tenacity,
focus, and daring of one of the greatest and most iconoclastic
comedians of all time.

Born Standing Up

A Comic's Life Pocket Books
Legendary comedian and actor Steve Martin's memoir of his early
years in showbusiness.

Seriously Funny

The Rebel Comedians of the 1950s and 1960s Pantheon
The  comedians  of  the  1950s  and  1960s  were  a  totally  different
breed of relevant, revolutionary performer from any that came
before or after, comics whose humor did much more than pry
guffaws out of audiences. Gerald Nachman presents the stories of
the groundbreaking comedy stars of  those years,  each one a
cultural  harbinger:  •  Mort  Sahl,  of  a  new political  cynicism •
Lenny Bruce, of the sexual, drug, and language revolution • Dick
Gregory, of racial unrest • Bill Cosby and Godfrey Cambridge, of



Born Standing Up A Comics Life 5

5

racial harmony • Phyllis Diller, of housewifely complaint • Mike
Nichols & Elaine May and Woody Allen, of self-analytical angst
and a rearrangement of male-female relations • Stan Freberg and
Bob Newhart, of encroaching, pervasive pop media manipulation
and, in the case of Bob Elliott & Ray Goulding, of the banalities of
broadcasting  •  Mel  Brooks,  of  the  Yiddishization  of  American
comedy  •  Sid  Caesar,  of  a  new  awareness  of  the  satirical
possibilities of television • Joan Rivers, of the obsessive craving
for  celebrity  gossip  and  of  a  latent  bitchy  sensibility  •  Tom
Lehrer, of the inane, hypocritical, mawkishly sentimental nature
of hallowed American folkways and, in the case of the Smothers
Brothers, of overly revered folk songs and folklore • Steve Allen,
of the late-night talk show as a force in American comedy • David
Frye and Vaughn Meader, of the merger of showbiz and politics
and,  along  with  Will  Jordan,  of  stretching  the  boundaries  of
mimicry • Shelley Berman, of a generation of obsessively self-
confessional humor • Jonathan Winters and Jean Shepherd, of the
daring  new  free-form  improvisational  comedy  and  of  a
sardonically  updated  view  of  Midwestern  archetypes  •  Ernie
Kovacs,  of  surreal  visual  effects  and  the  unbounded  vistas  of
video Taken together, they made up the faculty of a new school
of vigorous, socially aware satire, a vibrant group of voices that
reigned from approximately 1953 to 1965. Nachman shines a
flashlight into the corners of these comedians’ chaotic and often
troubled lives, illuminating their genius as well as their demons,
damaged souls, and desperate drive. His exhaustive research and
intimate interviews reveal characters that are intriguing and all
too human, full of rich stories, confessions, regrets, and traumas.
Seriously Funny is at once a dazzling cultural history and a joyous

celebration of an extraordinary era in American comedy.

How to Talk Dirty and Influence People

An Autobiography Da Capo Press
During the course of a career that began in the late 1940s, Lenny
Bruce challenged the sanctity  of  organized religion and other
societal and political conventions and widened the boundaries of
free speech. Critic Ralph Gleason said, “So many taboos have
been lifted and so many comics have rushed through the doors
Lenny opened. He utterly changed the world of comedy.” He died
in 1966 at the age of 40. His influence on the worlds of comedy,
jazz,  and  satire  is  incalculable,  and  How  to  Talk  Dirty  and
Influence  People--now  republished  to  coincide  with  the  50th
anniversary of Lenny Bruce's death--remains a brilliant existential
account  of  his  life  and  the  forces  that  made  him  the  most
important and controversial entertainer in history.

Shopgirl

A Novella Hachette Books
One of our country's most acclaimed and beloved entertainers,
Steve  Martin  has  written  a  novella  that  is  unexpectedly
perceptive about relationships and life. Martin is profoundly wise
when  it  comes  to  the  inner  workings  of  the  human  heart.
Mirabelle is the "shopgirl" of the title, a young woman, beautiful
in  a  wallflowerish  kind  of  way,  who  works  behind  the  glove
counter  at  Neiman  Marcus  "selling  things  that  nobody  buys
anymore .  .  ."  Slightly  lost,  slightly  off-kilter,  very  shy,  Mirabelle
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charms  because  of  all  that  she  is  not:  not  glamorous,  not
aggressive, not self-aggrandizing. Still there is something about
her that is irresistible. Mirabelle captures the attention of Ray
Porter,  a wealthy businessman almost twice her age. As they
tentatively  embark  on  a  relationship,  they  both  struggle  to
decipher the language of love--with consequences that are both
comic and heartbreaking. Filled with the kind of witty, discerning
observations  that  have  brought  Steve  Martin  critical  success,
Shopgirl is a work of disarming tenderness.

An Object of Beauty

A Novel Grand Central Publishing
Lacey Yeager is young, captivating, and ambitious enough to take
the NYC art world by storm. Groomed at Sotheby's and hungry to
keep climbing the social and career ladders put before her, Lacey
charms men and women, old and young, rich and even richer
with her magnetic charisma and liveliness. Her ascension to the
highest  tiers  of  the  city  parallel  the  soaring  heights--and,  at
times, the dark lows--of the art world and the country from the
late 1990s through today.

Is This Anything? Simon and Schuster
The first book in twenty-five years from “one of our great comic
minds”  (The  Washington  Post)  features  Seinfeld’s  best  work
across five decades in comedy. Since his first performance at the
legendary New York nightclub “Catch a Rising Star” as a twenty-
one-year-old college student in fall  of 1975, Jerry Seinfeld has
written  his  own  material  and  saved  everything.  “Whenever  I

came up with a funny bit, whether it happened on a stage, in a
conversation, or working it out on my preferred canvas, the big
yellow legal pad, I kept it in one of those old school accordion
folders,” Seinfeld writes.  “So I  have everything I  thought was
worth saving from forty-five years of hacking away at this for all I
was worth.” For this book, Jerry Seinfeld has selected his favorite
material, organized decade by decade. In this “trove of laugh-out-
loud one-liners” (Associated Press), you will witness the evolution
of one of the great comedians of our time and gain new insights
into the thrilling but unforgiving art of writing stand-up comedy.

The Pleasure of My Company

A Novel Hachette Books
From the bestselling author of Shopgirl comes the tender story of
a troubled man who finds love, and life, in the most unexpected
place. Daniel resides in his Santa Monica apartment, living much
of his life as a bystander: He watches from his window as the
world goes by, and his only relationships seem to be with people
who  barely  know  he  exists.  He  passes  the  time  idly  filling  out
contest applications,  counting ceiling tiles,  and estimating the
wattage of light bulbs. It is through Daniel's growing attachment
to  Clarissa,  and  to  Teddy,  that  he  finally  gains  the  courage  to
begin to engage the world outside, and in doing so, he discovers
love,  and  life,  in  the  most  surprising  places.  Filled  with  his
trademark  humor,  tenderness,  and  out  and  out  hilarious
wordplay, The Pleasure of My Company is a tour de force sure to
delight all of Steve Martin's fans.
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Zen and the Art of Stand-Up Comedy Routledge
In this engaging and disarmingly frank book, comic Jay Sankey
spills the beans, explaining not only how to write and perform
stand-up comedy, but how to improve and perfect your work.
Much more than a how-to manual Zen and the Art of Stand-Up
Comedy is the most detailed and comprehensive book on the
subject to date.

I Must Say

My Life As a Humble Comedy Legend Harper Collins
In this engagingly witty, wise, and heartfelt memoir, Martin Short
tells  the  tale  of  how  a  showbiz-obsessed  kid  from  Canada
transformed himself into one of Hollywood's favorite funnymen,
known to his famous peers as the "comedian's comedian." Short
takes  the  reader  on  a  rich,  hilarious,  and  occasionally
heartbreaking ride through his life and times, from his early years
in  Toronto as  a  member of  the fabled improvisational  troupe
Second City to the all-American comic big time of Saturday Night
Live,  and  from  memorable  roles  in  such  movies  as  ¡Three
Amigos! and Father of the Bride to Broadway stardom in Fame
Becomes Me and the Tony-winning Little Me. He reveals how he
created his most indelible comedic characters, among them the
manic man-child Ed Grimley, the slimy corporate lawyer Nathan
Thurm,  and  the  bizarrely  insensitive  interviewer  Jiminy  Glick.
Throughout,  Short  freely  shares  the  spotlight  with  friends,
colleagues, and collaborators,  among them Steve Martin,  Tom
Hanks,  Gilda Radner,  Mel  Brooks,  Nora Ephron,  Eugene Levy,
Catherine O'Hara, Paul Shaffer, and David Letterman. But there is

another side to Short's life that he has long kept private. He lost
his eldest brother and both parents by the time he turned twenty,
and, more recently, he lost his wife of thirty years to cancer. In I
Must Say, Short talks for the first time about the pain that these
losses inflicted and the upbeat life philosophy that has kept him
resilient  and  carried  him  through.  In  the  grand  tradition  of
comedy  legends,  Martin  Short  offers  a  show-business  memoir
densely populated with boldface names and rife with retellable
tales: a hugely entertaining yet surprisingly moving self-portrait
that  will  keep  you  laughing—and  crying—from  the  first  page  to
the last.

I'm Dying Up Here

Heartbreak and High Times in Standup Comedy's Golden
Era PublicAffairs
Full  of revealing portraits of many of the best-known comedic
talents of the 1970s, "I'm Dying Up Here" is also a poignant tale
of  the  price  of  success  and  the  terrible  cost  of  failure--
professional and moral.

I Killed

True Stories of the Road from America's Top Comics Crown
Archetype
In a hilarious look at real life on the comedy circuit,  some of
America's most famous comics share their own stories of life on
the road, gigs gone wrong, and unexpected, zany moments, with
contributions by Jay Leno, Jerry Seinfeld, Chris Rock, Mike Myers,
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Bill Maher, Joan Rivers, Jeff Foxworthy, and others.

Almost Interesting HarperCollins
David Spade is  best  known for  his  harsh “Hollywood” Minute
Sketches on SNL, his starring roles in movies like Joe Dirt and
Tommy Boy, and his seven-year stint as Dennis Finch on the
series Just Shoot Me. Now, with a wit as dry as the weather in his
home state of Arizona, the “comic brat extraordinaire” tells his
story in Almost Interesting. First Taking fans back to his childhood
as  a  wannabe  cool  younger  brother  and  recounting  his
excruciating road-tour to fame—when he was regularly mistaken
for a ten year-old, Spade then dishes about his time crisscrossing
the country as a comedian,  for  low-paying gigs and dragging
along his mother’s old suitcase full of props. He also covers his
years on SNL during the beloved Rock/Sandler/Farley era of the
1990s,  including his  close working relationship  and friendship
with Chris Farley and brags about the ridiculous perks that fame
has brought into his life,  including the constant fear of  being
fired,  a  crazy  ex-assistant  who  attacked  him  while  he  was
sleeping,  a  run-in  with Eddie Murphy on the mean streets  of
Beverly  Hills,  and of  course an endless  supply  of  hot  chicks.
Sometimes dirty, always funny, and as sharp as a tack, Almost
Interesting  reminds  you  why  David  Spade  is  one  of  our
generation’s favorite funny guys.

Pure Drivel Hachette UK
'A mix of urbane wit and surreal extrapolations - Douglas Adams
meets  Flann O'Brien'  Independent  Who else but  Steve Martin
could combine irrefutable evidence that Mars is  populated by

kittens with a treatise on sledgehammers? In this brilliantly witty
collection of pieces Steve Martin takes a subversive glimpse at
the  world  and  a  sideways  swipe  at  the  conventional.  From
memory  tips  for  the  over-fifties  to  his  insightful  exposition  of
'Wittgenstein's  Banana',  never  has  'pure  drivel'  been  so
entertaining.

Based on a True Story

Not a Memoir Random House
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “Driving, wild and hilarious” (The
Washington  Post),  here  is  the  incredible  “memoir”  of  the
legendary actor,  gambler,  raconteur,  and Saturday Night  Live
veteran. When Norm Macdonald, one of the greatest stand-up
comics of all time, was approached to write a celebrity memoir,
he  flatly  refused,  calling  the  genre  “one  step  below  instruction
manuals.”  Norm  then  promptly  took  a  two-year  hiatus  from
stand-up comedy to live on a farm in northern Canada. When he
emerged he had under his arm a manuscript, a genre-smashing
book about comedy, tragedy, love, loss, war, and redemption.
When asked if this was the celebrity memoir, Norm replied, “Call
it anything you damn like.”

Sleepwalk with Me

And Other Painfully True Stories Simon and Schuster
In a tie-in to a one-man show that will  be touring the United
States in Fall 2010, a comedian offers a charming, funny memoir
about first love, denial, sleepwalking and the perils and pitfalls of
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being ... himself.

Sick in the Head

Conversations About Life and Comedy Random House
NEW YORK  TIMES  BESTSELLER  •  NAMED  ONE  OF  THE  BEST
BOOKS  OF  THE  YEAR  BY  THE  A.V.  CLUB  •  Includes  new
interviews! From the writer and director of Knocked Up and the
producer of Freaks and Geeks comes a collection of intimate,
hilarious conversations with the biggest names in comedy from
the past thirty years—including Mel Brooks, Jerry Seinfeld, Jon
Stewart, Sarah Silverman, Harold Ramis, Seth Rogen, Chris Rock,
and Lena Dunham. Before becoming one of the most successful
filmmakers  in  Hollywood,  Judd  Apatow  was  the  original  comedy
nerd.  At  fifteen,  he took a job washing dishes in a local  comedy
club—just so he could watch endless stand-up for free. At sixteen,
he was hosting a show for his local high school radio station in
Syosset,  Long Island—a show that consisted of Q&As with his
comedy heroes,  from Garry  Shandling  to  Jerry  Seinfeld.  They
talked about their careers, the science of a good joke, and their
dreams of future glory (turns out, Shandling was interested in
having his own TV show one day and Steve Allen had already
invented everything). Thirty years later, Apatow is still that same
comedy nerd—and he’s still interviewing funny people about why
they do what they do. Sick in the Head gathers Apatow’s most
memorable and revealing conversations into one hilarious, wide-
ranging, and incredibly candid collection that spans not only his
career but his entire adult life. Here are the comedy legends who
inspired and shaped him, from Mel Brooks to Steve Martin. Here

are the contemporaries he grew up with in Hollywood, from Spike
Jonze  to  Sarah  Silverman.  And  here,  finally,  are  the  brightest
stars in comedy today, many of whom Apatow has been fortunate
to work with, from Seth Rogen to Amy Schumer. And along the
way,  something  kind  of  magical  happens:  What  started  as  a
lifetime’s  worth  of  conversations  about  comedy  becomes
something else entirely. It becomes an exploration of creativity,
ambition,  neediness,  generosity,  spirituality,  and  the  joy  that
comes from making people laugh. Loaded with the kind of back-
of-the-club stories that comics tell one another when no one else
is watching, this fascinating, personal (and borderline-obsessive)
book is Judd Apatow’s gift to comedy nerds everywhere. Praise
for Sick in the Head “I can’t stop reading it. . . . I don’t want this
book  to  end.”—Jimmy  Fallon  “An  essential  for  any  comedy
geek.”—Entertainment Weekly “Fascinating . . .  a collection of
interviews with many of the great figures of comedy in the latter
half of the twentieth century.”—The Washington Post “Open this
book  anywhere,  and  you’re  bound  to  find  some  interesting
nugget from someone who has had you in stitches many, many
times.”—Janet Maslin, The New York Times “An amazing read, full
o f  i n s i g h t s  a n d  c o n n e c t i o n s  b o t h  c r e a t i v e  a n d
interpersonal .”—The  New  Yorker  “Fascinat ing  and
revelatory.”—Chicago Tribune “Anyone even remotely interested
in comedy or humanity should own this book.”—Will Ferrell

A Wealth of Pigeons

A Cartoon Collection Celadon Books
#1  NEW  YORK  TIMES  BESTSELLER  •  WASHINGTON  POST
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BESTSELLER  •  WALL  STREET  JOURNAL  BESTSELLER  •  LOS
ANGELES TIMES BESTSELLER “I've always looked upon cartooning
as  comedy’s  last  frontier.  I  have  done  stand-up,  sketches,
movies,  monologues,  awards  show introductions,  sound bites,
blurbs, talk show appearances, and tweets, but the idea of a one-
panel  image  with  or  without  a  caption  mystified  me.  I  felt  like,
yeah,  sometimes  I’m funny,  but  there  are  these  other  weird
freaks who are actually funny. You can understand that I was
deeply suspicious of these people who are actually funny.” So
writes  the  multitalented  comedian  Steve  Martin  in  his
introduction to A Wealth of Pigeons: A Cartoon Collection. In order
to venture into this lauded territory of cartooning, he partnered
with the heralded New Yorker cartoonist Harry Bliss. Steve shared
caption and cartoon ideas, Harry provided impeccable artwork,
and together they created this collection of humorous cartoons
and  comic  strips,  with  amusing  commentary  about  their
collaboration  throughout.  The  result:  this  gorgeous,  funny,
singular  book,  perfect  to  give  as  a  gift  or  to  buy  for  yourself.

The Comedians

Drunks, Thieves, Scoundrels, and the History of American
Comedy Open Road + Grove/Atlantic
In The Comedians, comedy historian Kliph Nesteroff brings to life
a century of American comedy with real-life characters, forgotten
stars, mainstream heroes and counterculture iconoclasts. Based
on over two hundred original interviews and extensive archival
research,  Nesteroff’s  groundbreaking  work  is  a  narrative
exploration  of  the  way  comedians  have  reflected,  shaped,  and

changed  American  culture  over  the  past  one  hundred  years.
Starting with the vaudeville circuit at the turn of the last century,
Nesteroff introduces the first stand-up comedian—an emcee who
abandoned physical shtick for straight jokes. After the repeal of
Prohibition,  Mafia-run  supper  clubs  replaced  speakeasies,  and
mobsters  replaced  vaudeville  impresarios  as  the  comedian’s
primary employer. In the 1950s, the late-night talk show brought
stand-up to a wide public,  while Lenny Bruce, Mort Sahl,  and
Jonathan  Winters  attacked  conformity  and  staged  a  comedy
rebellion in coffeehouses. From comedy’s part in the Civil  Rights
movement and the social upheaval of the late 1960s, to the first
comedy clubs of the 1970s and the cocaine-fueled comedy boom
of  the  1980s,  The  Comedians  culminates  with  a  new era  of
media-driven celebrity in the twenty-first century.

The Comedy Bible

From Stand-up to Sitcom--The Comedy Writer's Ultimate
"How To" Guide Simon and Schuster
Judy  Carter,  guru  to  aspiring  comedy  writers  and  stand-up
comics, tells all about the biz of being funny and writing funny in
this bright, entertaining, and totally practical guide on how to
draw humor from your life and turn it into a career. Do you think
you’re funny? Do you want to turn your sense of humor into a
career? If the answer is yes, then Judy Carter’s The Comedy Bible
is for you. The guru to aspiring stand-up comics provides the
complete  scoop  on  being—and  writing—funny  for  money.  If
you’ve got a sense of humor, you can learn to make a career out
of comedy, says Judy Carter. Whether it’s creating a killer stand-
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up act, writing a spec sitcom, or providing jokes for radio or one-
liners for greeting cards, Carter provides step-by-step instructions
in  The  Comedy  Bible.  She  helps  readers  first  determine  which
genre of comedy writing or performing suits them best and then
directs them in developing, refining, and selling their work. Using
the  hands-on  workbook  format  that  was  so  effective  in  her
bestselling first book, Stand-Up Comedy: The Book, Carter offers
a series of day-by-day exercises that draw on her many years as
a successful stand-up comic and the head of a nationally known
comedy school. Also included are practical tips and advice from
today’s  top  comedy  professionals—from  Bernie  Brillstein  to
Christopher Titus to Richard Lewis. She presents the pros and
cons  of  the  various  comedy  fields—stand-up,  script,  speech  and
joke writing, one-person shows, humor essays—and shows how to
tailor  your  material  for  each.  She  teaches  how  to  find  your
“authentic” voice—the true source of comedy. And, perhaps most
important,  Carter explains how to take a finished product to the
next  level—making  money—by  pitching  it  to  a  buyer  and
negotiating  a  contract.  Written  in  Carter’s  unique,  take-no-
prisoners voice, The Comedy Bible is practical, inspirational, and
funny.

Picasso at the Lapin Agile and Other Plays
Steve Martin is one of America¿s most treasured actors, having
appeared in some of the most popular moves of our time. He is
also an accomplished screenwriter who has in the past few years
turned his  hand to  writing  plays.  The results,  collected here,
hilariously explore serious questions of love, happiness and the
meaning  of  life;  they  are  rich  with  equal  parts  of  pain  and

slapstick humour, torment and wit.

American Born Chinese First Second
A tour-de-force by rising indy comics star Gene Yang, American
Born  Chinese  tells  the  story  of  three  apparently  unrelated
characters: Jin Wang, who moves to a new neighborhood with his
family  only  to  discover  that  he's  the  only  Chinese-American
student at his new school; the powerful Monkey King, subject of
one of the oldest and greatest Chinese fables; and Chin-Kee, a
personification of the ultimate negative Chinese stereotype, who
is ruining his cousin Danny's life with his yearly visits. Their lives
and  stories  come  together  with  an  unexpected  twist  in  this
action-packed  modern  fable.  American  Born  Chinese  is  an
amazing ride, all the way up to the astonishing climax. American
Born Chinese is a 2006 National Book Award Finalist for Young
People's Literature, the winner of the 2007 Eisner Award for Best
Graphic Album: New, an Eisner Award nominee for Best Coloring
and a 2007 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year. This
title has Common Core Connections

The Best We Could Do

An Illustrated Memoir Abrams
National  bestseller  2017  National  Book  Critics  Circle  (NBCC)
Finalist  ABA  Indies  Introduce  Winter  /  Spring  2017  Selection
Barnes  &  Noble  Discover  Great  New  Writers  Spring  2017
Selection  ALA 2018 Notable  Books  Selection  An intimate  and
poignant graphic novel portraying one family’s journey from war-
torn  Vietnam,  from  debut  author  Thi  Bui.  This  beautifully
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illustrated and emotional story is an evocative memoir about the
search for a better future and a longing for the past. Exploring
the  anguish  of  immigration  and  the  lasting  effects  that
displacement has on a child and her family, Bui documents the
story of her family’s daring escape after the fall of South Vietnam
in the 1970s, and the difficulties they faced building new lives for
themselves. At the heart of Bui’s story is a universal struggle:
While  adjusting  to  life  as  a  first-time  mother,  she  ultimately
discovers  what  it  means  to  be  a  parent—the  endless  sacrifices,
the unnoticed gestures, and the depths of unspoken love. Despite
how impossible it seems to take on the simultaneous roles of
both parent and child, Bui pushes through. With haunting, poetic
writing and breathtaking art, she examines the strength of family,
the importance of identity, and the meaning of home. In what
Pulitzer Prize–winning novelist Viet Thanh Nguyen calls “a book to
break your heart and heal it,” The Best We Could Do brings to life
Thi Bui’s journey of understanding, and provides inspiration to all
of those who search for a better future while longing for a simpler
past.

I Can't Make This Up

Life Lessons Simon and Schuster
New York  Times  bestselling  author,  superstar  comedian,  and
Hollywood box office star Kevin Hart turns his immense talent to
the written word by writing some words. Some of those words
include: the, a, for, above, and even even. Put them together and
you  have  a  “hilarious  but  also  heartfelt”  (Elle)  memoir  on
survival, success, and the importance of believing in yourself. The

question you’re probably asking yourself right now is: What does
Kevin Hart have that a book also has? According to the three
people who have seen Kevin Hart and a book in the same room,
the answer is clear: A book is compact. Kevin Hart is compact. A
book has a spine that holds it together. Kevin Hart has a spine
that holds him together. A book has a beginning. Kevin Hart’s life
uniquely  qualifies  him  to  write  this  book  by  also  having  a
beginning.  It  begins  in  North  Philadelphia.  He  was  born  an
accident, unwanted by his parents. His father was a drug addict
who was in and out of jail. His brother was a crack dealer and
petty thief. And his mother was overwhelmingly strict, beating
him with belts, frying pans, and his own toys. The odds, in short,
were stacked against our young hero. But Kevin Hart, like Ernest
Hemingway, J.K. Rowling, and Chocolate Droppa before him, was
able to defy the odds and turn it around. In his literary debut, he
takes us on a journey through what his life was, what it is today,
and how he’s overcome each challenge to become the man he is
today. And that man happens to be the biggest comedian in the
world,  with  tours  that  sell  out  football  stadiums  and  films  that
have collectively grossed over $3.5 billion. He achieved this not
just through hard work, determination, and talent. “Hart is an
incredibly magnetic storyteller, on the page as he is onstage, and
that’s what shines through [in this] genial, entertaining guide to a
life in comedy” (Kirkus Reviews).

God, If You're Not Up There, I'm F*cked

Tales of Stand-Up, Saturday Night Live, and Other Mind-
Altering Mayhem Harper Collins
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As  seen  in  Netflix's  "Cracked  Up:  The  Darrell  Hammond  Story",
this groundbreaking memoir is a raw look inside the troubled life
and mind of an American comic genius. By turns poignant and
hilarious, Hammond takes readers from the set of Saturday Night
Live, where he was the show’s longest-tenured cast member, to
the drug-ridden streets of Harlem and into the twisting corridors
of  his  own  unflaggingly  humorous  consciousness.  Mingling
behind-the-scenes  stories  from television’s  best-loved  comedy
series with a dark look inside a world-class funnyman, God If
You’re Not Up There, I’m F*cked is a book sure to resonate with
anyone who shares a talent for performance, a love of comedy, or
a  desire  to  know how an  artist  can  climb from the  deepest
despair to the very top of his profession.

The Alphabet from A to Y with Bonus Letter Z!  Random
House Digital, Inc.
Presents a rhyming couplet featuring each letter of the alphabet,
with such characters as David the dog-faced boy, who dons a
derby despite being dirty, and Victor, whose frequent victories
have made him vainglorious.

Robin Henry Holt and Company
From New York Times culture reporter Dave Itzkoff, the definitive
biography of Robin Williams – a compelling portrait  of  one of
America’s most beloved and misunderstood entertainers. From
his rapid-fire stand-up comedy riffs to his breakout role in Mork &
Mindy and his Academy Award-winning performance in Good Will
Hunting, Robin Williams was a singularly innovative and beloved
entertainer. He often came across as a man possessed, holding

forth on culture and politics while mixing in personal revelations –
all with mercurial, tongue-twisting intensity as he inhabited and
shed one character after another with lightning speed. But as
Dave Itzkoff shows in this revelatory biography, Williams’s comic
brilliance  masked  a  deep  well  of  conflicting  emotions  and  self-
doubt, which he drew upon in his comedy and in celebrated films
like Dead Poets Society; Good Morning, Vietnam; The Fisher King;
Aladdin; and Mrs. Doubtfire, where he showcased his limitless gift
for improvisation to bring to life a wide range of characters. And
in  Good  Will  Hunting  he  gave  an  intense  and  controlled
performance  that  revealed  the  true  range  of  his  talent.  Itzkoff
also shows how Williams struggled mightily with addiction and
depression – topics he discussed openly while performing and
during interviews – and with a debilitating condition at the end of
his life that affected him in ways his fans never knew. Drawing on
more than a hundred original interviews with family, friends, and
colleagues,  as well  as extensive archival  research,  Robin is  a
fresh and original look at a man whose work touched so many
lives.

Mastering Stand-Up

The Complete Guide to Becoming a Successful Comedian
Chicago Review Press
Stephen  Rosenfield,  founder  and  director  of  the  American
Comedy  Institute,  the  premier  comedy  school  in  the  United
States, has taught literally dozens of major standup comics in
North America, and has also pioneered comedy as an academic
discipline in many universities, a trend that is rapidly spreading.
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Mastering  Stand-Up  draws  on  Rosenfield's  own  extensive
experience  (and  those  of  countless  stars  like  Lenny  Bruce,
Richard Pryor,  Chris Rock,  Rodney Dangerfield,  Louis C.K.,  Steve
Martin, Roseanne, and Johnny Carson) to show the reader—and
would-be  comic—what  works,  what  doesn't,  and  why.  Forty
sharply written chapters cover every conceivable angle of the
joke and how to tell it. There are a number of books on comedy
and  how  to  do  it,  but  none  has  the  breadth  and  authority
Rosenfield brings to his theme. It's  not for nothing that the New
York  Times  has  described  him  as  "probably  the  best-known
comedy  teacher  in  the  country."  Rosenfield's  book  is  sure  to
become  the  classic  text  on  its  subject.  And  it  should  help
thousands who long to make others laugh to realize their fondest
hopes.

The Liberal Redneck Manifesto

Draggin' Dixie Outta the Dark Simon and Schuster
The Liberal Rednecks—a Southern-based stand-up comedy group
known for their scathing political satire—celebrate all that’s good
about Dixie while leading a progressive revolution toward a New
South. The American South is home to some of the best music,
cuisine, athletics, whiskey, and weather the country has to offer,
but its reputation as a haven for its “right-wing, Bible-beatin’,
assault-rifle-totin’”  citizens  precedes  it—and,  according  to  the
Liberal  Rednecks,  rightfully  so.  Yet,  as  they  explain  it,  the
situation in the South is  far more complex than “hypocritical,
nose-up-in-the-air Yankees” give it  credit for.  And they should
know—they are native sons. Whip-smart, hilarious, and incisive,

the Liberal Rednecks are lifelong, down-home Southern boys who
aren’t afraid to call  out the outdated traditions and intolerant
attitudes of their native land—while also shining a proud light on
the most misunderstood region of the country. Their mission: to
provide a manifesto for young progressives south of the Mason-
Dixon  line  to  rise  up  and  claim  their  homeland—without
abandoning the best of their culture. Exploring race, class, guns,
religion, drug addiction, alcoholism, and homophobia, the Liberal
Rednecks tell it like it is while challenging stereotypes at every
turn. Fresh, funny, and surprising, The Liberal Redneck Manifesto
gives us a vision of Dixieland as it exists now—and what it could
become.

Stealth of Nations

The Global Rise of the Informal Economy Anchor
An eye-opening account  of  the informal  economy around the
globe,  Stealth  of  Nations  traces  the  history  and  reach  of
unregulated  markets,  and  explains  the  unwritten  rules  that
govern  them.  Journalist  Robert  Neuwirth  joins  globe-trotting
Nigerians  who  sell  Chinese  cell  phones  and  laid-off  San
Franciscans who use Twitter to market street food and learns that
the people who work in informal economies are entrepreneurs
who provide essential services and crucial employment. Dubbing
this little-recognized business arena with a new name—”System
D”—Neuwirth points out that it accounts for a growing amount of
trade, and that, united in a single nation, it would be the world's
second-largest  economy,  trailing  only  the  United  States  in
financial  might.  Stealth  of  Nations  offers  an  inside  look  at  the
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thriving  world  of  unfettered  trade  and  finds  far  more  than  a
chaotic  emporium  of  dubious  pirated  goods.

Mixed Plate

Chronicles of an All-American Combo HarperCollins
A stunning, hilarious memoir from beloved comedian Jo Koy, “far
and  away  one  of  the  funniest  people  out  there”  (Chelsea
Handler). Mixed Plate illuminates the burning drive and unique
humor  that  make  Jo  Koy  one  of  today’s  most  successful
comedians. Includes never-before-seen photos. Well guys, here it
is—my story. A funny, sad, at times pathetic but also kick-ass tale
of how a half-Filipino, half-white kid whose mom thought (and still
thinks) his career goal was to become a clown became a success.
Not an overnight success, because that would have made for a
really short read, but an All-American success who could give my
immigrant mom the kind of life she hoped for when she came to
this country, and my son the kind of life I wished I’d had as a kid.
With all the details of what it felt like to get the doors closed in
my face, to grind it out on the road with my arsenal of dick jokes,
and how my career finally took off once I embraced the craziness
of my family, which I always thought was uniquely Filipino but
turns out is as universal as it gets. In this book, I’ll  take you
behind the mic,  behind the curtain—OK, way behind it.  From
growing up with a mom who made me dance like Michael Jackson
at the Knights of Columbus, to some real dark stuff, the stuff we
don’t  talk  about  often  enough  as  immigrants.  Mental  health,
poverty, drinking. And show you the path to my American Dream.
Which  was  paved  with  a  lot  of  failure,  department  store  raffle

tickets to win free color televisions, bad jokes, old VHS tapes, a
motorcycle  my mom probably  still  hates,  the only  college final  I
aced (wasn’t math), and getting my first laugh on stage. There’s
photo evidence of it all here, too. In this book, I get serious about
my funny. And I want to make you laugh a little while I do it. I’m
like Hawaii’s favorite lunch—the mixed plate. Little bit of this, a
little bit of that. My book Mixed Plate is too.

Eye Marty

The Newly Discovered Autobiography of a Comic Genius
Coronet

The World Beyond Your Head

How to Flourish in an Age of Distraction
From  'one  of  the  most  influential  thinkers  of  our  time'  (Sunday
Times): how to respond to today's demands on our attention In
this brilliant follow-up to The Case for Working with Your Hands,
Matthew Crawford investigates the challenge of mastering one's
own mind. With ever-increasing demands on our attention, and
with capitalism increasingly invading every space, how do we
focus  on  what's  really  important  in  our  lives?  Exploring  the
intense  focus  of  ice-hockey  players,  the  flow  of  a  cook  in  their
element, and the inherited craft of building pipe organs, Crawford
argues that in order to flourish, we need to return to lives where
we establish meaningful connections with objects and the people
around us.
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Stand-Up Comedy

The Book Dell
If you think you’re funny, buy this book! Whether you dream of
becoming a star . . . A better public speaker . . . A more effective
communicator . . . A funnier, happier human being . . . You can
learn to leave ‘em laughing! David Letterman learned to do it. Jay
Leno learned to do it. Roseanne Barr learned to do it. So can you!
Now  successful  stand-up  comic  Judy  Carter—who  went  from
teaching high school to performing in Las Vegas, Atlantic City,
Lake Tahoe, and on over 45 major TV shows—gives you the same
hands-on, step-by-step instruction she’s taught to students in her
comedy workshops. She shows you how to do it: create an act,
perform it,  make money with it,  or  apply  it  to  everyday life.
Discover: • The formulas for creating comedy material • How to
find your own style • The three steps to putting your act together
• Rehearsal do’s and don’ts • What to do if you bomb • Ways to
punch up your everyday life with humor

Immortal Bird

A Family Memoir Simon and Schuster
The father of the young actor best known for his performances in
"Deadwood"  describes  his  son's  congenital  heart  defect,  the
young  man's  theatrical  achievements,  and  the  family's  effort  to
find life-saving medical answers.

Station Eleven

A novel Vintage
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • An audacious, darkly glittering novel set
in the eerie days of civilization’s collapse—the spellbinding story
of a Hollywood star, his would-be savior, and a nomadic group of
actors roaming the scattered outposts of the Great Lakes region,
risking everything for art and humanity. Now an original series on
HBO Max. Over one million copies sold! Kirsten Raymonde will
never  forget  the night  Arthur  Leander,  the famous Hollywood
actor, had a heart attack on stage during a production of King
Lear. That was the night when a devastating flu pandemic arrived
in the city, and within weeks, civilization as we know it came to
an  end.  Twenty  years  later,  Kirsten  moves  between  the
settlements of the altered world with a small troupe of actors and
musicians. They call themselves The Traveling Symphony, and
they have dedicated themselves to keeping the remnants of art
and humanity alive. But when they arrive in St. Deborah by the
Water, they encounter a violent prophet who will threaten the
tiny  band’s  existence.  And  as  the  story  takes  off,  moving  back
and forth in time, and vividly depicting life before and after the
pandemic, the strange twist of fate that connects them all will be
revealed.  Look for  Emily St.  John Mandel’s  new novel,  Sea of
Tranquility, coming soon!

The International Bank of Bob

Connecting  Our  Worlds  One  $25  Kiva  Loan  at  a  Time
Bloomsbury Publishing USA
Hired  by  ForbesTraveler.com  to  review  some  of  the  most
luxurious  accommodations  on  Earth,  and  then  inspired  by  a
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chance encounter in Dubai with the impoverished workers whose
backbreaking  jobs  create  such  opulence,  Bob  Harris  had  an
epiphany:  He  would  turn  his  own  good  fortune  into  an  effort  to
make lives like theirs better. Bob found his way to Kiva.org, the
leading portal through which individuals make microloans all over
the  world:  for  as  little  as  $25-50,  businesses  are  financed  and
people are uplifted. Astonishingly, the repayment rate was nearly
99%, so he re-loaned the money to others over and over again.
?After making hundreds of microloans online, Bob wanted to see
the  results  first-hand,  and  in  The  International  Bank  of  Bob  he
travels  from  Peru  and  Bosnia  to  Rwanda  and  Cambodia,
introducing us to some of the most inspiring and enterprising
people we've ever met, while illuminating day-to-day life-political
and emotional-in much of the world that Americans never see.
Told with humor and compassion, The International Bank of Bob
brings the world to our doorstep, and makes clear that each of us
can, actually, make it better.

The Art of the Cycling Jersey

Iconic Cycle Wear Past and Present Rodale Books
The Art of the Cycling Jersey celebrates the cycling jersey in all its
forms. Cycling enthusiast and author Chris Sidwells explores the
most important designs in cycling history, as well as the teams,
riders,  and  races  where  each  piece  was  worn.  Organized
chronologically, this is the story of the cycling jersey from the
first simple garments that early cyclists wore in the 1900s, to the
technology-laden jerseys top riders and Tour de France winners
wear today. Cycling jerseys represent many different things. For
a cyclist they must be functional. For team sponsors they must
stand out and increase brand awareness. For cycling fans they
help  pick  out  their  favorite  riders  and  identify  a  race  or
competition leader. Jerseys show who is a world or a national
champion, and in some races, jerseys represent a competitor’s
nationality.  But  cycling  jerseys  have  evolved  into  something
bigger.  They can evoke good times or  bad times,  success or
failure. Above all, jerseys mark the great occasions of cycling and
speak of its history, personalities, and style. With more than 200
color  photographs  and insightful  commentary,  The  Art  of  the
Cycling Jersey is a great gift and must-have book for any style-
conscious, road-racing enthusiast.


