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The Professor and the Madman

A Tale of Murder, Insanity, and the Making of The Oxford English Dictionary Harper Collins

Mysterious (mistie - ries), a. [f. L. mystérium Mysteryi + ous. Cf. F. mystérieux.] 1. Full of or fraught
with mystery; wrapt in mystery; hidden from human knowledge or understanding; impossible or
difficult to explain, solve, or discover; of obscure origin, nature, or purpose. It is known as one of the
greatest literary achievements in the history of English letters. The creation of the Oxford English
Dictionary began in 1857, took seventy years to complete, drew from tens of thousands of brilliant
minds, and organized the sprawling language into 414,825 precise definitions. But hidden within the
rituals of its creation is a fascinating and mysterious story--a story of two remarkable men whose
strange twenty-year relationship lies at the core of this historic undertaking. Professor James Murray,
an astonishingly learned former schoolmaster and bank clerk, was the distinguished editor of the
OED project. Dr. William Chester Minor, an American surgeon from New Haven, Connecticut, who
had served in the Civil War, was one of thousands of contributors who submitted illustrative
qguotations of words to be used in the dictionary. But Minor was no ordinary contributor. He was
remarkably prolific, sending thousands of neat, handwritten quotations from his home in the small
village of Crowthorne, fifty miles from Oxford. On numerous occasions Murray invited Minor to visit
Oxford and celebrate his work, but Murray's offer was regularly--and mysteriously--refused. Thus the
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two men, for two decades, maintained a close relationship only through correspondence. Finally, in
1896, after Minor had sent nearly ten thousand definitions to the dictionary but had still never
traveled from his home, a puzzled Murray set out to visit him. It was then that Murray finally learned
the truth about Minor--that, in addition to being a masterful wordsmith, Minor was also a murderer,
clinically insane--and locked up in Broadmoor, England's harshest asylum for criminal lunatics. The
Professor and the Madman is an extraordinary tale of madness and genius, and the incredible
obsessions of two men at the heart of the Oxford English Dictionary and literary history. With
riveting insight and detail, Simon Winchester crafts a fascinating glimpse into one man's tortured
mind and his contribution to another man's magnificent dictionary.

The Professor and the Madman

A Tale of Murder, Insanity, and the Making of The Oxford English Dictionary Perennial
Hailed by the "New York Times" as "a fascinating, spicy, learned tale, " this runaway national
bestseller takes an extraordinary look into literary genius, madness, and the making of the"Oxford
English Dictionary."

Professor And The Madman Turtleback

Hailed by the "New York Times" as "a fascinating, spicy, learned tale, " this runaway national
bestseller takes an extraordinary look into literary genius, madness, and the making of the"Oxford
English Dictionary."

The Meaning of Everything

The Story of the Oxford English Dictionary Oxford University Press, USA

"We visit the ugly corrugated iron structure that Murray grandly dubbed the Scriptorium -- the
Scrippy or the Shed, as locals called it -- and meet some of the legion of volunteers, from Fitzedward
Hall, a bitter hermit obsessively devoted to the OED, to W.C. Minor, whose story is one of dangerous
madness, ineluctable sadness, and ultimate redemption. The Meaning of Everything is a scintillating
account of the creation of the greatest monument ever erected to a living language. Simon
Winchester's supple, vigorous prose illuminates this dauntingly ambitious project -- a seventy-year
odyssey to create the grandfather of all word-books, the world's unrivaled uber-dictionary. Book
jacket."--Jacket.

A Crack in the Edge of the World

America and the Great California Earthquake of 1906 Harper Collins

Unleashed by ancient geologic forces, a magnitude 8.25 earthquake rocked San Francisco in the
early hours of April 18, 1906. Less than a minute later, the city lay in ruins. Bestselling author Simon
Winchester brings his inimitable storytelling abilities to this extraordinary event, exploring the
legendary earthquake and fires that spread horror across San Francisco and northern California in

1906 as well as its startling impact on American history and, just as important, what science has
recently revealed about the fascinating subterranean processes that produced it—and almost
certainly will cause it to strike again.

The Yogin and the Madman

Reading the Biographical Corpus of Tibet's Great Saint Milarepa Columbia University Press
Tibetan biographers began writing Jetsun Milarepa's (1052-1135) life story shortly after his death,
initiating a literary tradition that turned the poet and saint into a model of virtuosic Buddhist practice
throughout the Himalayan world. Andrew Quintman traces this history and its innovations in
narrative and aesthetic representation across four centuries, culminating in a detailed analysis of
the genre's most famous example, composed in 1488 by Tsangnyon Heruka, or the "Madman of
Western Tibet." Quintman imagines these works as a kind of physical body supplanting the yogin's
corporeal relics.

Caught in the Web of Words

James A.H. Murray and the Oxford English Dictionary Yale University Press

This unique and celebrated biography describes how a largely self-educated boy from a small village
in Scotland entered the world of scholarship and became the first editor of the Oxford English
Dictionary and a great lexicographer. It also provides an absorbing account of how the dictionary
was written, the personalities of the people working on it, and the endless difficulties that nearly led
to the whole enterprise being abandoned. "It is a magnificent story of a magnificent man, one of the
finest biographies of the twentieth century, as its subject was one of the finest human beings of the
nineteenth." --Anthony Burgess "A moving and dramatic story . . . sometimes tragic, often comic,
ultimately triumphant." --Times (London) "A biography that possesses many of the virtues of James
Murray himself--grace, humor, intelligence, curiosity, and scholarship." --Time "In her vivid
biography, Murray's granddaughter brings his remarkable personality to life, and provides an
unexpectedly fascinating account of the OED's long and difficult birth." --Times Literary Supplement
"A gripping, engaging story; endearing, too. The daily round of a big Victorian family, with its jokes,
games, and treasured seaside holidays, is entrancingly evoked." --Sunday Times (London)

The Men Who United the States

America's Explorers, Inventors, Eccentrics and Mavericks, and the Creation of One
Nation, Indivisible Harper Collins

Simon Winchester, the acclaimed New York Times bestselling author of Atlantic and The Professor
and the Madman, delivers his first book about America: a fascinating popular history that illuminates
the men who toiled fearlessly to discover, connect, and bond the citizenry and geography of the
U.S.A. from its beginnings. How did America become “one nation, indivisible”? What unified a
growing number of disparate states into the modern country we recognize today? To answer these



questions, Winchester follows in the footsteps of America’s most essential explorers, thinkers, and
innovators, such as Lewis and Clark and the leaders of the Great Surveys; the builders of the first
transcontinental telegraph and the powerful civil engineer behind the Interstate Highway System. He
treks vast swaths of territory, from Pittsburgh to Portland, Rochester to San Francisco, Seattle to
Anchorage, introducing the fascinating people who played a pivotal role in creating today’s United
States. Throughout, he ponders whether the historic work of uniting the States has succeeded, and
to what degree. Featuring 32 illustrations throughout the text, The Men Who United the States is a
fresh look at the way in which the most powerful nation on earth came together.

Mentored by a Madman: The William Burroughs Experiment New York Review of Books

A fascinating account by one of the world's leading neurologists of the profound influence of William
Burroughs on his medical career. Lees relates how Burroughs, author of Naked Lunch and troubled
drug addict, inspired him to discover a ground-breaking treatment for Parkinson's Disease. Lees
journeys to the Amazonian rainforest in search of cures, and through self-experimentation seeks to
find the answers his patients crave. He enters a powerful plea for the return of imagination to
medical research.

Lost for Words

The Hidden History of the Oxford English Dictionary Yale University Press
Examines the hidden history through which the Oxford English Dictionary came into being in a study
that traces the personal battles involved in chronicling an ever-changing language.

The Professor and the Parson

A Story of Desire, Deceit, and Defrocking Catapult

This “amusing and elegantly written” romp takes readers on a wild ride through the life of Robert
Parkin Peters (The New York Times Book Review)—a liar, bigamist, and fraudulent priest who tricked
some of the brightest minds of his generation. One day in November 1958, the celebrated historian
Hugh Trevor-Roper received a curious letter. It was an appeal for help, written on behalf of a student
at Magdalen College, with the unlikely claim that he was being persecuted by the Bishop of Oxford.
Curiosity piqued, Trevor-Roper agreed to a meeting. It was to be his first encounter with Robert
Parkin Peters: plagiarist, bigamist, fraudulent priest, and imposter extraordinaire. The Professor and
the Parson is a witty and charming portrait of eccentricity, extraordinary narcissism, and a life as
wild and unlikely as any in fiction. Motivated not by money but by a desire for prestige, Peters lied,
stole, and cheated his way to academic positions and religious posts from Cambridge to New York.
Frequently deported, and even more frequently discovered, he left a trail of destruction including
seven marriages (three of which were bigamous) and an investigation by the FBI. "l was captivated
from start to finish by this utterly mad, and wholly delightful story of chicanery and fantasy, and
which involves a man who relentlessly duped our most cherished institutions of godly pursuit and
higher learning. Plus | learned how to defrock a priest, always good to have on hand in these

troubling times." —Simon Winchester, author of The Perfectionists
The Inventor and the Tycoon

A Gilded Age Murder and the Birth of Moving Pictures Anchor

From the National Book Award-winning author of Slaves in the Family, a riveting true life/true crime
narrative of the partnership between the murderer who invented the movies and the robber baron
who built the railroads. One hundred and thirty years ago Eadweard Muybridge invented stop-
motion photography, anticipating and making possible motion pictures. He was the first to capture
time and play it back for an audience, giving birth to visual media and screen entertainments of all
kinds. Yet the artist and inventor Muybridge was also a murderer who killed coolly and meticulously,
and his trial is one of the early instances of a media sensation. His patron was railroad tycoon (and
former California governor) Leland Stanford, whose particular obsession was whether four hooves of
a running horse ever left the ground at once. Stanford hired Muybridge and his camera to answer
that question. And between them, the murderer and the railroad mogul launched the age of visual
media. Set in California during its frontier decades, The Tycoon and the Inventor interweaves
Muybridge's quest to unlock the secrets of motion through photography, an obsessive murder plot,
and the peculiar partnership of an eccentric inventor and a driven entrepreneur. A tale from the
great American West, this popular history unspools a story of passion, wealth, and sinister ingenuity.

The Dictionary of Lost Words

A Novel Ballantine Books

“Delightful . . . [a] captivating and slyly subversive fictional paean to the real women whose work on
the Oxford English Dictionary went largely unheralded.”—The New York Times Book Review WINNER
OF THE AUSTRALIAN BOOK INDUSTRY AWARD ¢ “A marvelous fiction about the power of language to
elevate or repress.”—Geraldine Brooks, New York Times bestselling author of People of the Book
Esme is born into a world of words. Motherless and irrepressibly curious, she spends her childhood in
the Scriptorium, an Oxford garden shed in which her father and a team of dedicated lexicographers
are collecting words for the very first Oxford English Dictionary. Young Esme’s place is beneath the
sorting table, unseen and unheard. One day a slip of paper containing the word bondmaid flutters
beneath the table. She rescues the slip and, learning that the word means “slave girl,” begins to
collect other words that have been discarded or neglected by the dictionary men. As she grows up,
Esme realizes that words and meanings relating to women’s and common folks’ experiences often
go unrecorded. And so she begins in earnest to search out words for her own dictionary: the
Dictionary of Lost Words. To do so she must leave the sheltered world of the university and venture
out to meet the people whose words will fill those pages. Set during the height of the women’s
suffrage movement and with the Great War looming, The Dictionary of Lost Words reveals a lost
narrative, hidden between the lines of a history written by men. Inspired by actual events, author Pip
Williams has delved into the archives of the Oxford English Dictionary to tell this highly original
story. The Dictionary of Lost Words is a delightful, lyrical, and deeply thought-provoking celebration
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of words and the power of language to shape the world.
Masks of Conquest

Literary Study and British Rule in India Columbia University Press

A classic work in postcolonial studies, Masks of Conquest describes the introduction of English
studies in India under British rule and illuminates the discipline's transcontinental movements and
derivations, showing that the origins of English studies are as diverse and diffuse as its future shape.
In her new preface, Gauri Viswanathan argues forcefully that the curricular study of English can no
longer be understood innocently of or inattentively to the imperial contexts in which the discipline
first articulated its mission.

Summary and Analysis of The Professor and the Madman: A Tale of Murder, Insanity, and
the Making of the Oxford English Dictionary

Based on the book by Simon Winchester Open Road Media

So much to read, so little time? This brief overview of The Professor and the Madman tells you what
you need to know—before or after you read Simon Winchester’s book. Crafted and edited with care,
Worth Books set the standard for quality and give you the tools you need to be a well-informed
reader. This short summary and analysis of The Professor and the Madman by Simon Winchester
includes: Historical context Chapter-by-chapter summaries Detailed timeline of key events Important
quotes Fascinating trivia Supporting material to enhance your understanding of the original work
About The Professor and the Madman by Simon Winchester: Simon Winchester’s The Professor and
the Madman is the remarkable tale of two Victorian-era scholars, the English language, and the
making of the Oxford English Dictionary. Recounting the unlikely bond between a criminally insane
American Civil War veteran and the renowned Scottish editor of the OED, the enchanting story of
their relationship illuminates the decades of the dictionary’s compilation—from A to Z. Wittily
eloquent and historically incisive, The Professor and the Madman is the portrait of a friendship and,
by extension, of the greatest dictionary ever created in the English language. The summary and
analysis in this ebook are intended to complement your reading experience and bring you closer to a
great work of nonfiction.

Oxford English Dictionary
Atlantic

Great Sea Battles, Heroic Discoveries, Titanic Storms,and a Vast Ocean of a Million
Stories Harper Collins

"Variably genial, cautionary, lyrical, admonitory, terrifying, horrifying and inspiring...A lifetime of
thought, travel, reading, imagination and memory inform this affecting account." —Kirkus Reviews
(starred review) Blending history and anecdote, geography and reminiscence, science and

exposition, New York Times bestselling author Simon Winchester tells the breathtaking saga of the
Atlantic Ocean. A gifted storyteller and consummate historian, Winchester sets the great blue sea's
epic narrative against the backdrop of mankind's intellectual evolution, telling not only the story of
an ocean, but the story of civilization. Fans of Winchester's Krakatoa, The Man Who Loved China,
and The Professor and the Madman will love this masterful, penetrating, and resonant tale of
humanity finding its way across the ocean of history.

The Map That Changed the World

William Smith and the Birth of Modern Geology Harper Collins

In 1793, a canal digger named William Smith made a startling discovery. He found that by tracing
the placement of fossils, which he uncovered in his excavations, one could follow layers of rocks as
they dipped and rose and fell—clear across England and, indeed, clear across the world—making it
possible, for the first time ever, to draw a chart of the hidden underside of the earth. Smith spent
twenty-two years piecing together the fragments of this unseen universe to create an epochal and
remarkably beautiful hand-painted map. But instead of receiving accolades and honors, he ended up
in debtors' prison, the victim of plagiarism, and virtually homeless for ten years more. The Map That
Changed the World is a very human tale of endurance and achievement, of one man's dedication in
the face of ruin. With a keen eye and thoughtful detail, Simon Winchester unfolds the poignant
sacrifice behind this world-changing discovery.

Picture-Book Professors

Academia and Children's Literature Cambridge University Press

How is academia portrayed in children's literature? This Element ambitiously surveys fictional
professors in texts marketed towards children, who are overwhelmingly white and male, tending to
be elderly scientists. Professors fall into three stereotypes: the vehicle to explain scientific facts, the
baffled genius, and the evil madman. By the late twentieth century, the stereotype of the male,
mad, muddlehead, called Professor SomethingDumb, is formed in humorous yet pejorative fashion.
This Element provides a publishing history of the role of academics in children's literature,
questioning the book culture which promotes the enforcement of stereotypes regarding intellectual
expertise in children's media. This title is also available, with additional material, as Open Access.

The Murder of Professor Schlick

The Rise and Fall of the Vienna Circle Princeton University Press

From the author of Wittgenstein's Poker and Would You Kill the Fat Man?, the story of an
extraordinary group of philosophers during a dark chapter in Europe's history On June 22, 1936, the
philosopher Moritz Schlick was on his way to deliver a lecture at the University of Vienna when
Johann Nelbdck, a deranged former student of Schlick's, shot him dead on the university steps.
Some Austrian newspapers defended the madman, while Nelbéck himself argued in court that his



onetime teacher had promoted a treacherous Jewish philosophy. David Edmonds traces the rise and
fall of the Vienna Circle—an influential group of brilliant thinkers led by Schlick—and of a
philosophical movement that sought to do away with metaphysics and pseudoscience in a city
darkened by fascism, anti-Semitism, and unreason. The Vienna Circle's members included Otto
Neurath, Rudolf Carnap, and the eccentric logician Kurt Godel. On its fringes were two other
philosophical titans of the twentieth century, Ludwig Wittgenstein and Karl Popper. The Circle
championed the philosophy of logical empiricism, which held that only two types of propositions
have cognitive meaning, those that can be verified through experience and those that are
analytically true. For a time, it was the most fashionable movement in philosophy. Yet by the
outbreak of World War Il, Schlick's group had disbanded and almost all its members had fled.
Edmonds reveals why the Austro-fascists and the Nazis saw their philosophy as such a threat. The
Murder of Professor Schlick paints an unforgettable portrait of the Vienna Circle and its members
while weaving an enthralling narrative set against the backdrop of economic catastrophe and rising
extremism in Hitler's Europe.

The Glass Hotel

A novel Vintage

INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER « From the award-winning author of Station Eleven, an exhilarating
novel set at the glittering intersection of two seemingly disparate events—the exposure of a massive
criminal enterprise and the mysterious disappearance of a woman from a ship at sea. “The perfect
novel ... Freshly mysterious.” —The Washington Post Vincent is a bartender at the Hotel Caiette, a
five-star lodging on the northernmost tip of Vancouver Island. On the night she meets Jonathan
Alkaitis, a hooded figure scrawls a message on the lobby's glass wall: Why don’t you swallow broken
glass. High above Manhattan, a greater crime is committed: Alkaitis's billion-dollar business is really
nothing more than a game of smoke and mirrors. When his scheme collapses, it obliterates
countless fortunes and devastates lives. Vincent, who had been posing as Jonathan’s wife, walks
away into the night. Years later, a victim of the fraud is hired to investigate a strange occurrence: a
woman has seemingly vanished from the deck of a container ship between ports of call. In this
captivating story of crisis and survival, Emily St. John Mandel takes readers through often hidden
landscapes: campgrounds for the near-homeless, underground electronica clubs, service in luxury
hotels, and life in a federal prison. Rife with unexpected beauty, The Glass Hotel is a captivating
portrait of greed and guilt, love and delusion, ghosts and unintended consequences, and the infinite
ways we search for meaning in our lives. Look for Emily St. John Mandel’s new novel, Sea of
Tranquility, coming soon!

The Professor and the Madman

Professor and the Madman: A Tale of Murder, Insanity, and the Making of the Oxford
English Dictionary

The Man Who Loved China

The Fantastic Story of the Eccentric Scientist Who Unlocked the Mysteries of the Middle
Kingdom Harper Collins

In sumptuous and illuminating detail, Simon Winchester, the bestselling author of The Professor and
the Madman ("Elegant and scrupulous"—New York Times Book Review) and Krakatoa ("A
mesmerizing page-turner"—Time) brings to life the extraordinary story of Joseph Needham, the
brilliant Cambridge scientist who unlocked the most closely held secrets of China, long the world's
most technologically advanced country. No cloistered don, this tall, married Englishman was a
freethinking intellectual, who practiced nudism and was devoted to a quirky brand of folk dancing. In
1937, while working as a biochemist at Cambridge University, he instantly fell in love with a visiting
Chinese student, with whom he began a lifelong affair. He soon became fascinated with China, and
his mistress swiftly persuaded the ever-enthusiastic Needham to travel to her home country, where
he embarked on a series of extraordinary expeditions to the farthest frontiers of this ancient empire.
He searched everywhere for evidence to bolster his conviction that the Chinese were responsible for
hundreds of mankind's most familiar innovations—including printing, the compass, explosives,
suspension bridges, even toilet paper—often centuries before the rest of the world. His thrilling and
dangerous journeys, vividly recreated by Winchester, took him across war-torn China to far-flung
outposts, consolidating his deep admiration for the Chinese people. After the war, Needham was
determined to tell the world what he had discovered, and began writing his majestic Science and
Civilisation in China, describing the country's long and astonishing history of invention and
technology. By the time he died, he had produced, essentially single-handedly, seventeen immense
volumes, marking him as the greatest one-man encyclopedist ever. Both epic and intimate, The Man
Who Loved China tells the sweeping story of China through Needham's remarkable life. Here is an
unforgettable tale of what makes men, nations, and, indeed, mankind itself great—related by one of
the world's inimitable storytellers.

The Perfectionists

How Precision Engineers Created the Modern World HarperCollins

The revered New York Times bestselling author traces the development of technology from the
Industrial Age to the Digital Age to explore the single component crucial to
advancement—precision—in a superb history that is both an homage and a warning for our future.
The rise of manufacturing could not have happened without an attention to precision. At the dawn of
the Industrial Revolution in eighteenth-century England, standards of measurement were
established, giving way to the development of machine tools—machines that make machines.
Eventually, the application of precision tools and methods resulted in the creation and mass
production of items from guns and glass to mirrors, lenses, and cameras—and eventually gave way
to further breakthroughs, including gene splicing, microchips, and the Hadron Collider. Simon
Winchester takes us back to origins of the Industrial Age, to England where he introduces the
scientific minds that helped usher in modern production: John Wilkinson, Henry Maudslay, Joseph
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Bramah, Jesse Ramsden, and Joseph Whitworth. It was Thomas Jefferson who later exported their
discoveries to the fledgling United States, setting the nation on its course to become a
manufacturing titan. Winchester moves forward through time, to today’s cutting-edge developments
occurring around the world, from America to Western Europe to Asia. As he introduces the minds
and methods that have changed the modern world, Winchester explores fundamental questions.
Why is precision important? What are the different tools we use to measure it? Who has invented
and perfected it? Has the pursuit of the ultra-precise in so many facets of human life blinded us to
other things of equal value, such as an appreciation for the age-old traditions of craftsmanship, art,
and high culture? Are we missing something that reflects the world as it is, rather than the world as
we think we would wish it to be? And can the precise and the natural co-exist in society?

The Alice Behind Wonderland Oxford University Press

On a summer's day in 1858, in a garden behind Christ Church College in Oxford, Charles Dodgson, a
lecturer in mathematics, photographed six-year-old Alice Liddell, the daughter of the college dean,
with a Thomas Ottewill Registered Double Folding camera, recently purchased in London. Simon
Winchester deftly uses the resulting image--as unsettling as it is famous, and the subject of
bottomless speculation--as the vehicle for a brief excursion behind the lens, a focal point on the
origins of a classic work of English literature. Dodgson's love of photography framed his view of the
world, and was partly responsible for transforming a shy and half-deaf mathematician into one of the
world's best-loved observers of childhood. Little wonder that there is more to "Alice Liddell as the
Beggar Maid" than meets the eye. Using Dodgson's published writings, private diaries, and of course
his photographic portraits, Winchester gently exposes the development of Lewis Carroll and the
making of his Alice. Acclaim for Simon Winchester "An exceptionally engaging guide at home
everywhere, ready for anything, full of gusto and seemingly omnivorous curiosity." --Pico lyer, The
New York Times Book Review "A master at telling a complex story compellingly and lucidly." --USA
Today "Extraordinarily graceful." --Time "Winchester is an exquisite writer and a deft anecdoteur." --
Christopher Buckley "A lyrical writer and an indefatigable researcher." --Newsweek

Madwoman of the Sacred Heart #3 : The Sorbonne's Madman Humanoids Inc

The comedic and ironic misadventures of a confused Philosophy professor on the path to spiritual
awakening. PUBLICATION IN 3 VOLUMES - COMPLETED SERIES Alan Mangel has it all. As a popular
Philosophy Professor at the world famous Université de La Sorbonne, he is wealthy, married and
academically acclaimed. On his sixtieth birthday, however, Alan’s life will crumble as Elisabeth, a
beautiful young student, claims she received a vision from God that he is to impregnate her with the
second-coming of John the Baptist. As Alan gives himself up to the wild forces bullying him through
life, he engages on a spiritual journey that challenges his very "reality." Everything once true is
proven to be false. Everything once false is proven to be true. One of the most compelling and
personal works by legendary international comics superstars Moebius and Alexandro Jodorowsky
("The Incal").

Krakatoa

The Day the World Exploded Penguin UK

Simon Winchester's brilliant chronicle of the destruction of the Indonesian island of Krakatoa in 1883
charts the birth of our modern world. He tells the story of the unrecognized genius who beat Darwin
to the discovery of evolution; of Samuel Morse, his code and how rubber allowed the world to talk; of
Alfred Wegener, the crack-pot German explorer and father of geology. In breathtaking detail he
describes how one island and its inhabitants were blasted out of existence and how colonial society
was turned upside-down in a cataclysm whose echoes are still felt to this day.

The Making of the Oxford English Dictionary Oxford University Press

This book tells the history of the Oxford English Dictionary from its beginnings in the middle of the
nineteenth century to the present. The author, uniquely among historians of the OED, is also a
practising lexicographer with nearly thirty years' experience of working on the Dictionary. He has
drawn on a wide range of sources-including previously unexamined archival material and eyewitness
testimony-to create a detailed history of the project. The book explores the cultural background from
which the idea of a comprehensive historical dictionary of English emerged, the lengthy struggles to
bring this concept to fruition, and the development of the book from the appearance of the first
printed fascicle in 1884 to the launching of the Dictionary as an online database in 2000 and
beyond. It also examines the evolution of the lexicographers' working methods, and provides much
information about the people-many of them remarkable individuals-who have contributed to the
project over the last century and a half.

The Story of the Madman Rutgers University Press

Widely acclaimed when first published in French in 1994, Mongo Beti's tenth novel, L'histoire du fou,
continues the author's humorous yet fierce criticism of the colonial system in Africa and its legacy of
governmental corruption. Translated here as The Story of the Madman, the novel gives the English-
speaking world Beti's comic satire of the fictional Chief Zoaételeu and his favorite sons Zoaétoa and
Narcisse. In a modern fable that Beti uses to illustrate the problems of a people's disintegrating
values in a postcolonial state, Chief Zoaételeu, a puppet under two dictatorial regimes, is swept into
the frontline of politics, where his fortunes unravel. Along with his caustic portrayal of failed
government--clearly a reflection of his native Cameroon--Beti's realism provides an intriguing view of
the struggle for balance between traditional life and imminent change in African culture.

The Girl with Ghost Eyes

The Daoshi Chronicles, Book One Simon and Schuster

“The Girl with Ghost Eyes is a fun, fun read. Martial arts and Asian magic set in Old San Francisco
make for a fresh take on urban fantasy, a wonderful story that kept me up late to finish.” —#1 New
York Times bestselling author Patricia Briggs It’s the end of the nineteenth century in San
Francisco’s Chinatown, and ghost hunters from the Maoshan traditions of Daocism keep malevolent
spiritual forces at bay. Li-lin, the daughter of a renowned Daoshi exorcist, is a young widow
burdened with yin eyes—the unique ability to see the spirit world. Her spiritual visions and the death



of her husband bring shame to Li-lin and her father—and shame is not something this immigrant
family can afford. When a sorcerer cripples her father, terrible plans are set in motion, and only Li-lin
can stop them. To aid her are her martial arts and a peachwood sword, her burning paper talismans,
and a wisecracking spirit in the form of a human eyeball tucked away in her pocket. Navigating the
dangerous alleys and backrooms of a male-dominated Chinatown, Li-lin must confront evil spirits,
gangsters, and soulstealers before the sorcerer’s ritual summons an ancient evil that could burn
Chinatown to the ground. With a rich and inventive historical setting, nonstop martial arts action,
authentic Chinese magic, and bizarre monsters from Asian folklore, The Girl with Ghost Eyes is also
the poignant story of a young immigrant searching to find her place beside the long shadow of a
demanding father and the stigma of widowhood. In a Chinatown caught between tradition and
modernity, one woman may be the key to holding everything together. Skyhorse Publishing, under
our Night Shade and Talos imprints, is proud to publish a broad range of titles for readers interested
in science fiction (space opera, time travel, hard SF, alien invasion, near-future dystopia), fantasy
(grimdark, sword and sorcery, contemporary urban fantasy, steampunk, alternative history), and
horror (zombies, vampires, and the occult and supernatural), and much more. While not every title
we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller, a national bestseller, or a Hugo or Nebula award-
winner, we are committed to publishing quality books from a diverse group of authors.

Land: How the Hunger for Ownership Shaped the Modern World HarperCollins UK
From the bestselling author Simon Winchester, a human history of land around the world: who
mapped it, owned it, stole it, cared for it, fought for it and gave it back.

The Holy Madmen of Tibet Oxford University Press
"This book is the first comprehensive study of the "holy madmen" of Tibetan Buddhism--tantric
yogins who achieved a degree of saintliness through shocking, norm-overturning behavior"--

The Housekeeper and the Professor

A Novel Picador

Yoko Ogawa's The Housekeeper and the Professor is an enchanting story about what it means to live
in the present, and about the curious equations that can create a family. He is a brilliant math
Professor with a peculiar problem—ever since a traumatic head injury, he has lived with only eighty
minutes of short-term memory. She is an astute young Housekeeper—with a ten-year-old son—who
is hired to care for the Professor. And every morning, as the Professor and the Housekeeper are
introduced to each other anew, a strange and beautiful relationship blossoms between them.
Though he cannot hold memories for long (his brain is like a tape that begins to erase itself every
eighty minutes), the Professor's mind is still alive with elegant equations from the past. And the
numbers, in all of their articulate order, reveal a sheltering and poetic world to both the
Housekeeper and her young son. The Professor is capable of discovering connections between the
simplest of quantities—like the Housekeeper's shoe size—and the universe at large, drawing their
lives ever closer and more profoundly together, even as his memory slips away.

The Incredible Adventures of Professor Branestawm Random House

Rediscover Professor Branestawm this Christmas - soon to become a brand new drama on BBC ONE
written by Charlie Higson and starring Harry Hill ‘Once you started anything in Professor
Branestawm’s house you never knew when it might finish or even if it ever would’" Poor Mrs
Flittersnoop! It's not easy being Professor Branestawm’s housekeeper. People may say he’s a
genius, but all his inventions always make life more complicated, alarming and extraordinary than it
was before. An innocent bottle of old cough mixture turns out to be an elixir that makes all the
waste paper in the bin come to life, the burglar-catcher and the pancake-maker operate just a little
too efficiently, and about the spring-cleaning machine, the less said the better. You could write a
book about it, but nobody would believe it. Includes exclusive material: In the Backstory you can find
out about accidental inventions that changed our lives and try a few experiments of your own!
Vintage Children’s Classics is a twenty-first century classics list aimed at 8-12 year olds and the
adults in their lives. Discover timeless favourites from The Jungle Book and Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland to modern classics such as The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas and The Curious Incident of
the Dog in the Night-Time.

Creating Canadian English

The Professor, the Mountaineer, and a National Variety of English Cambridge University
Press

Traces the making of Canadian English, both as concept and global variety, throughout the
twentieth century to the present.

The Professor and the Madman

A Song for Bahau Xlibris Corporation

1942—The Japanese Imperial Army had bombed Singapore, crippling its British colonisers. The
British surrender, leaving the citizens to survive under their villainous Japanese conquerors.
Diminishing food supplies on the ravished island led the Japanese to set up farming colonies in
Malaya. Suspicious of the Eurasian community, the Japanese deceive Eurasian families into
relocating to a disease-plagued acreage in the jungles of Malaya. Under the watchful eye of ruthless
Japanese guards, the group slave on impoverished soil to eke out a living. Malnutrition, diseases,
and death ravage the Eurasian detainees. The Japanese deliberately keep life-giving medicine for
themselves. Joe Monteiro soon finds himself relentlessly pursued by the Japanese in the treacherous
jungle. Maria, the girl he loves, is in the throes of death. Facing death himself, Joe must get the
quinine to her . . . before it’s too late. The Japanese and the jungle stand in his way. “If the Japs don’t
finish him, the jungle will.”

An American Genocide

The United States and the California Indian Catastrophe, 1846-1873 Yale University Press
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Between 1846 and 1873, California’s Indian population plunged from perhaps 150,000 to 30,000.
Benjamin Madley is the first historian to uncover the full extent of the slaughter, the involvement of
state and federal officials, the taxpayer dollars that supported the violence, indigenous resistance,
who did the killing, and why the killings ended. This deeply researched book is a comprehensive and
chilling history of an American genocide. Madley describes pre-contact California and precursors to
the genocide before explaining how the Gold Rush stirred vigilante violence against California
Indians. He narrates the rise of a state-sanctioned killing machine and the broad societal, judicial,
and political support for genocide. Many participated: vigilantes, volunteer state militiamen, U.S.
Army soldiers, U.S. congressmen, California governors, and others. The state and federal
governments spent at least $1,700,000 on campaigns against California Indians. Besides evaluating
government officials’ culpability, Madley considers why the slaughter constituted genocide and how
other possible genocides within and beyond the Americas might be investigated using the methods
presented in this groundbreaking book.

The Word Detective

Searching for the Meaning of It All at the Oxford English Dictionary Basic Books

Can you drink a glass of balderdash? What do you call the part of a dog's back it can't scratch? And
if, serendipitously, you find yourself in Serendip, then where exactly are you? The answers to all of
these questions -- and a great many more -- can be found in the pages of the Oxford English
Dictionary, the definitive record of the English language. And there is no better guide to the
dictionary's many wonderments than the former chief editor of the OED, John Simpson. Simpson
spent almost four decades of his life immersed in the intricacies of our language, and guides us
through its history with charmingly laconic wit. In The Word Detective, an intensely personal memoir
and a joyful celebration of English, he weaves a story of how words come into being (and sometimes
disappear), how culture shapes the language we use, and how technology has transformed not only
the way we speak and write but also how words are made. Throughout, he enlivens his narrative
with lively excavations and investigations of individual words -- from deadline to online and back to
101 (yes, it's a word) -- all the while reminding us that the seemingly mundane words (can you name
the four different meanings of ma?) are often the most interesting ones. But Simpson also reminds
us of the limitations of language: spending his days in the OED's house of words, his family at home
is forced to confront the challenges of wordlessness. A brilliant and deeply humane expedition
through the world of words, The Word Detective will delight and inspire any lover of language.



