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Ancient Athens is often called the birthplace of democracy. With three branches of government and
elected officials, it bore significant similarities to modern democracies. However, only twelve percent
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this Structured Academic Controversy (SAC), students consider whether or not ancient Athens was
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Athenian Democracy SAC | Stanford History Education Group. Ancient Athens is often called the
birthplace of democracy. With three branches of government and elected officials, it bore significant
similarities to modern democracies. However, only twelve percent of Athens's populace was allowed
to vote, and civic involvement was much more ...
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The data below comes from the book Wealthy Hellas, written by Professor Josiah Ober in 2010. Ober
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Ancient Athens is often called the birthplace of democracy. With three branches of government and
elected officials, it bore significant similarities to modern democracies. However, only twelve percent
of Athens's populace was allowed to vote, and civic involvement was much more participatory.
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STANFORD HISTORY EDUCATION GROUP sheg.stanford.edu Document B: The Athenian Constitution
(Modified) The following excerpt comes from “The Athenian Constitution,” written by the Greek
philosopher Aristotle between 330 and 322 BCE. Aristotle was the leading Greek philosopher of the
time, and is credited with writing accounts of the constitutions of 170 different Greek states.
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History Lessons. Reading Like a Historian. ... Athenian Democracy SAC View lesson Roman Republic
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