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STRANGERS ON A TRAIN PATRICIA HIGHSMITH
PUBLICATION SUMMARY

Are you looking for an extensive Strangers On A Train Patricia
Highsmith  recap  that  explores  the  significant  themes,
personalities, and essential story factors of a cherished literary
work? Look no more! In this write-up, we will certainly give an in-
depth analysis of this publication, examining its literary capacity
through character  analysis,  thematic  exploration,  and a  close
evaluation of the writer's writing style and language choices. Our
aim  is  to  provide  viewers  with  a  deep  understanding  and
gratitude of this book, permitting them to completely submerse
themselves in its narrative. So, sit back, relax, and let's study this
Strangers On A Train Patricia Highsmith recap together.

SIGNIFICANT THEMES OF STRANGERS ON A TRAIN
PATRICIA HIGHSMITH

As we dive deeper right into our publication recap, we can see
that  the  significant  themes  checked  out  in  this  Strangers  On  A
Train Patricia  Highsmith book are crucial  to  understanding its
narrative. The book explores styles such as love, loss, power, and
self-discovery, which are all intertwined to create a complex and
multilayered tale.

Love and Loss
The motif of love and loss prevails throughout the book Strangers
On A Train Patricia  Highsmith,  with personalities  experiencing
both the pleasures and discomforts of enchanting relationships.
Guide checks out the concept of true love and exactly how it can
sustain also in one of the most hard of circumstances. We see
personalities  grappling  with  this  theme,  making  sacrifices  and
facing  challenging  choices  for  love.

Power and Control
One  more  significant  theme  in  Strangers  On  A  Train  Patricia
Highsmith  is  power  and  control.  The  book  explores  just  how
people pursue power and just how it can corrupt them. We see
characters utilizing power to adjust and manage others, leading
to problem and disaster. This style stresses the value of using
power carefully and comprehending its effects.

Self-Discovery and
Identification
The style of  self-discovery and identification is  likewise explored
in Strangers On A Train Patricia Highsmith. We see personalities
struggling with their identifications, both as individuals and within
culture. This style stresses the relevance of self-acceptance and
the trip towards recognizing one's true self.

Overcoming Difficulty
Finally, guide Strangers On A Train Patricia Highsmith checks out
the idea of conquering difficulty. We see characters dealing with
significant  difficulties  and  obstacles,  and  exactly  how  they
navigate  via  them to  eventually  grow and come to  be  more
powerful. This theme stresses the durability of the human spirit
and the value of willpower.
By  discovering  these  significant  motifs,  Strangers  On  A  Train
Patricia Highsmith develops an abundant and engaging story that
talks  with  the  human  experience.  These  themes  offer  viewers
with  a  deeper  understanding  of  the  personalities  and  their
inspirations, as well as the bigger themes of Strangers On A Train
Patricia Highsmith.

PERSONALITY ANALYSIS OF STRANGERS ON A TRAIN
PATRICIA HIGHSMITH

In this section, we will certainly look into the major personalities
of Strangers On A Train Patricia Highsmith book and conduct an
in-depth character evaluation. Via this, we intend to acquire a
much deeper understanding of their attributes, motivations, and
general development throughout the story.

Character 1
Personality 1 is the protagonist of the tale and plays a main role
in driving the narrative onward. Their journey is just one of self-
discovery and development, as they navigate the obstacles and
barriers provided to them. Through their actions and interactions
with others, we acquire understanding right into their complex
personality and inspirations.

Personality 2
Personality 2 is a sustaining character that serves as a foil to
Personality  1.  Their  different  individuality  and  worths  supply  an
intriguing dynamic and add to the total dispute and tension of the
tale  in  Strangers  On  A  Train  Patricia  Highsmith.  Via  their
interactions with Character 1 and other personalities, we get a
deeper understanding of their function in the narrative and their
influence on the story's themes.

Personality 3
Personality  3  is  an  antagonist  who  positions  a  considerable
danger to Character 1 and their objectives. Via their actions and
motivations, we obtain insight right into their own inner struggles
and inspirations. By examining their function in the narrative and
their interactions with various other personalities, we can much
better understand the themes of Strangers On A Train Patricia
Highsmith tale and the influence of their activities on the story.
Through a thorough character analysis, we obtain a much deeper
understanding of the tale's styles and narrative. Taking a look at
the  characteristics,  motivations,  and  advancement  of  each
character allows us to appreciate the complexity of Strangers On
A  Train  Patricia  Highsmith  story  and  the  writer's  competent
representation of their personalities.
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TRICK PLOT FACTORS OF STRANGERS ON A TRAIN
PATRICIA HIGHSMITH

Throughout the book, there are several key plot factors that drive
the story ahead and shape the direction of the story.

The Inciting Incident in
Strangers On A Train
Patricia Highsmith
The provoking event that establishes the tale into activity is when
the lead character receives a strange letter inviting them to a
private  island.  This  event  stimulates  inquisitiveness  and
establishes the phase for the remainder of the plot to unravel.

The Discovery of the First
Body
Not long after  showing up on the island,  the characters  find the
first body, which sets off a chain of events and increases the risks
of the tale. This Strangers On A Train Patricia Highsmith's story
factor creates a sense of necessity and risk for the personalities,
as  they  understand  they  are  entraped  on  the  island  with  a
prospective murderer.

The Discovery of the
Awesome's Identification in
Strangers On A Train
Patricia Highsmith
As the tale unfolds, we learn more regarding each character's
motivations  and  feasible  participation  in  the  murders.  The
discovery of the killer's identity is a vital plot point that loops the
different threads of  the tale and offers a gratifying final  thought
for the visitor.

The Final Conflict of
Strangers On A Train
Patricia Highsmith
The  last  conflict  in  between  the  protagonist  and  the  killer  is  a
pivotal moment in the tale, as the stress and suspense reach
their orgasm. This plot factor is necessary for bringing closure to
the story and dealing with the disputes that have actually been
constructing throughout Strangers On A Train Patricia Highsmith
book.
Overall, these vital plot points collaborate to develop a cohesive
and appealing story that maintains readers on the edge of their
seats. By carefully crafting each twist and turn, the author has
actually  produced  a  story  that  is  both  enjoyable  and
unforgettable.

ESTABLISHING AND ATMOSPHERE IN STRANGERS ON
A TRAIN PATRICIA HIGHSMITH SUMMARY

As we look into the literary world of Strangers On A Train Patricia
Highsmith book, we can not help but be struck by the vivid and
evocative  setting  that  the  author  has  actually  produced.  The
story  occurs  in  a  small  town  snuggled  in  the  heart  of  the
countryside,  where  the  rolling  hillsides  and  substantial  open
areas offer a plain contrast to the busy city life that the majority
of us are accustomed to.
The author's  descriptions  of  the  natural  landscape are  highly
sensory, with dazzling imagery that carries the viewers into the
heart of the story. We can virtually feel the heat of the sun on our
skin and listen to the rustling of the fallen leaves in the gentle
breeze. This attention to information develops a powerful sense
of environment, as if the establishing itself were a personality in
Strangers On A Train Patricia Highsmith story.

The Impact of Setting on
the Mood
The  setting  plays  a  vital  role  fit  the  state  of  mind  of  the  story,
developing a sense of tranquility and calm that is at odds with
the  emotional  chaos  that  many  of  the  characters  are
experiencing. This contrast creates a sense of stress that adds
deepness and intricacy to the narrative.
At  the  exact  same time,  the  setup  additionally  works  as  an
effective  sign  of  the  characters'  needs  and  passions.  The  huge
open spaces stand for the countless possibilities that life has to
provide, while the encased community represents the constraints
that we all face in our every day lives. This duality develops a
powerful sense of meaning and resonance that lingers long after
Strangers  On  A  Train  Patricia  Highsmith  story  has  actually
finished.

The Worth of Expressive
Language
The author's  use of  language is  additionally worth keeping in
mind, as it adds an additional layer of deepness and intricacy to
the  setup  and  atmosphere.  The  language  is  very  poetic  and
evocative, with rich allegories and descriptive expressions that
bring the setting to life in vibrant detail.
Via  this  use  of  language,  the  writer  has  produced  an  effective
feeling of immersion, as if we are experiencing the setup and
atmosphere  firsthand.  This  immersive  high quality  is  just  one of
Strangers On A Train Patricia  Highsmith's  greatest  toughness,
and it is what makes the tale so remarkable and impactful.
Finally,  the  setting  and  atmosphere  of  Strangers  On  A  Train
Patricia  Highsmith  book  are  fundamental  to  its  psychological
impact and narrative deepness.  Through rich descriptions and
poetic language, the author has brought the globe of the tale to
life in dazzling information, developing a feeling of immersion and
vibration that lingers long after the final page has been turned.

WRITING DESIGN AND LANGUAGE IN STRANGERS ON
A TRAIN PATRICIA HIGHSMITH

As we study the writing style and language of this book Strangers
On A Train Patricia Highsmith, we observe that the author has a
distinct and distinct voice that establishes them besides various
other authors. Their language is exact and nuanced, producing a
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dazzling and compelling reading experience. The author adeptly
employs  literary  gadgets  such  as  metaphors,  similes,  and
foreshadowing to convey deeper definition and complexity.

Metaphors and Similes
The author frequently uses metaphors and similes to describe
characters and events in the tale. For instance, in one scene of
Strangers On A Train Patricia Highsmith, the lead character is
referred  to  as  a  "damaged  bird  with  a  damaged  wing,"
highlighting her vulnerability and the obstacles she encounters.
One more  character  is  contrasted  to  a  "serpent  in  the  turf,"
emphasizing their sly nature.
Such metaphorical language includes deepness and complexity
to  personalities  and  story  points,  making  them  a  lot  more
relatable and unforgettable.

Strangers On A Train
Patricia Highsmith
Foreshadowing
The writer additionally employs foreshadowing to mean future
events  and  create  suspense.  In  one  early  scene,  the  lead
character notices a dark and foreboding storm coming close to,
which later on becomes a turning point in the story. The author
uses  this  technique  to  keep  visitors  engaged  and  presuming
about what will take place following.
Moreover, the author's creating design and language choices are
fit to Strangers On A Train Patricia Highsmith's styles and setup.
The tale happens in a sandy and dark metropolitan environment,
and  the  writer's  language  reflects  this,  with  severe  and  brilliant
summaries of the city and its residents. This creates a sense of
atmosphere and mood that improves the analysis experience.

Conclusion
On the whole, the author's writing style and language are major
toughness of  this  book,  attracting viewers in  and maintaining
them involved throughout. The use of metaphors, similes, and
foreshadowing includes depth and intricacy to the characters and
Strangers On A Train Patricia Highsmith story, while additionally
developing an abundant sense of atmosphere and state of mind.
With their writing, the writer has crafted a really immersive and
compelling Strangers On A Train Patricia Highsmith story that
viewers will certainly keep in mind long after they finish analysis.

STRANGERS ON A TRAIN PATRICIA HIGHSMITH
CONCLUSION

After performing a thorough analysis of the book Strangers On A
Train  Patricia  Highsmith,  we  can  confidently  say  that  it  is  a
provocative and psychologically powerful job of literature. Via our
expedition of the major motifs and essential plot points, we have
gotten a deeper understanding of the story and its personalities.

The Importance of
Personality Evaluation
By  analyzing  the  motivations  and  growth  of  the  major
personalities, we were able to appreciate the complexity of their
relationships and the impact they have on Strangers On A Train

Patricia  Highsmith  tale.  The  deepness  of  character  analysis
enabled us to get in touch with the personalities on an individual
degree, allowing us to completely recognize their  experiences
and emotions.

The Relevance of
Establishing and
Environment
The author's focus to information in Strangers On A Train Patricia
Highsmith's  setup  and  atmosphere  plays  a  vital  duty  in
developing a palpable mood and tone. The vibrant descriptions of
the atmosphere enhanced our senses, making us feel as though
we were residing in the world of guide. This contributed to a
much  more  immersive  reading  experience  and  a  deeper
understanding  of  the  story.

The Worth of Composing
Style and Language
Options
The author's creating design and language selections additionally
substantially  affected  our  analysis  experience.  The  use  of
figurative  language  and  poetic  prose  developed  a  lyrical  high
quality that included in the total charm of this book Strangers On
A Train Patricia Highsmith. The writer's words painted a brilliant
photo in our minds, allowing us to fully picture the tale in our
heads.
Generally,  our  evaluation  of  Strangers  On  A  Train  Patricia
Highsmith  has  actually  provided  us  with  an  abundant
understanding of the narrative and its literary potential. We very
recommend  this  publication  to  readers  that  are  trying  to  find  a
thought-provoking and emotionally impactful read.

Strangers on a Train W. W. Norton & Company
Guy Haines loses his own identity after he is drawn into a plot to
commit murder, in a new edition of the first novel by the author
of The Talented Mr. Ripley. Reprint.

Strangers on a Train Longman
Reading level: 4 [red].

Level 4: Strangers on a Train

Strangers on a Train Pan
Craig Warner Based on a novel by Patricia Highsmith Full Length,
Thriller Characters: 5 male, 2 female Unit set Guy Haines and
Charles Bruno meet on a train and, because they are strangers,
they think they can say anything while chatting. Bruno suggests
that  they  could  get  away  with  murder-he  could  kill  Guy's
unfaithful wife while Guy could eliminate his hated father. Guy
does not take him seriously, but Bruno is deadly serious. The
basis of the classic film by Alfred Hitchcock which starred Farley
Granger and Robert Walker. "Skillfully adapted. A gripping play.''-
Daily Telegraph

Strangers on a Train W. W. Norton & Company
"For  eliciting  the  menace  that  lurks  in  familiar  surroundings,



4

4 Strangers On A Train Patricia Highsmith 2025-06-14

there's  no  one  like  Patricia  Highsmith."  —Time  The  world  of
Patricia Highsmith has always been filled with ordinary people, all
of whom are capable of very ordinary crimes. This theme was
present  from the beginning,  when her  debut,  Strangers  on a
Train,  galvanized the reading public.  Here  we encounter  Guy
Haines  and  Charles  Anthony  Bruno,  passengers  on  the  same
train. But while Guy is a successful architect in the midst of a
divorce,  Bruno  turns  out  to  be  a  sadistic  psychopath  who
manipulates Guy into swapping murders with him. "Some people
are  better  off  dead,"  Bruno  remarks,  "like  your  wife  and  my
father, for instance." As Bruno carries out his twisted plan, Guy is
trapped in  Highsmith's  perilous world,  where,  under  the right
circumstances, anybody is capable of murder. The inspiration for
Alfred  Hitchcock's  classic  1951  film,  Strangers  on  a  Train
launched Highsmith on a prolific career of noir fiction, proving her
a master at depicting the unsettling forces that tremble beneath
the surface of everyday contemporary life.

Strangers on a Train

A Queer Film Classic arsenal pulp press
Alfred Hitchcock's 1951 thriller based on the novel of the same
name by Patricia Highsmith (author of The Talented Mr. Ripley) is
about two men who meet on a train: one is a man of high social
standing who wishes to divorce his unfaithful wife; the other is an
enigmatic  bachelor  with an overbearing father.  Together  they
enter into a murder plot that binds them to one another, with
fatal  consequences.  This  Queer  Film  Classic  delves  into  the
homoerotic  energy of  the film,  especially  between the two male
characters  (played  by  Farley  Granger  and  Robert  Walker).  It
builds on the question of the sexuality the film puts on view, not
to ask whether either character is gay so much as to explore the
queer relations between sexuality and murder and the strong
antisocial  impulses  those  relations  represent.  The  book  also
includes  a  look  at  the  making  of  the  film  and  the  critical
controversies  over  Hitchcock's  representations  of  male
homosexuality.  QUEER FILM CLASSICS is a critically acclaimed
film book series that launched in 2009. It features twenty-one of
the  most  important  and  influential  films  about  and/or  by  LGBTQ
people,  made  in  eight  different  countries  between  1950  and
2005,  and  written  by  leading  LGBTQ  film  scholars  and  critics.
Jonathan Goldberg is a professor at Emory University, where he
directs the Studies in Sexualities program. He is the author of
many books and editor of Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick's posthumous
2012 book The Weather in Proust.

Strangers on a Train by Patricia Highsmith (Book Analysis)

Detailed  Summary,  Analysis  and  Reading  Guide
BrightSummaries.com
Unlock the more straightforward side of Strangers on a Train with
this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging
summary presents an analysis of Strangers on a Train by Patricia
Highsmith, which tells the story of two men whose lives become
intertwined as a result of a chilling pact. Charles Anthony Bruno
strikes up a conversation with the young architect Guy Haines
and tells him that he can kill his wife, who he wants to divorce so
that he can marry someone else, if Guy will kill Bruno’s father.
Despite Guy’s reluctance, Bruno forges ahead with the scheme,
drawing the two men ever deeper into a morass of guilt  and
paranoia.  Strangers  on  a  Train  was  Patricia  Highsmith’s  first
novel, and its film adaptation by Alfred Hitchcock catapulted her
to fame. Her reputation only grew with her subsequent novels,
including the series of thrillers starring the charming murderer
Tom  Ripley.  Find  out  everything  you  need  to  know  about

Strangers on a Train in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and
informative reading guide brings you: • A complete plot summary
• Character studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions for
further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in
print  and  digital  format,  our  publications  are  designed  to
accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise
style  makes  for  easy  understanding,  providing  the  perfect
opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See
the  very  best  of  l i terature  in  a  whole  new  l ight  with
BrightSummaries.com!

The Selected Stories of Patricia Highsmith W. W. Norton &
Company
From  the  late  mistress  of  suspense  and  noir  fiction  comes  a
chilling anthology of short fiction, featuring works from five of her
classic short story collections combined into a single anthology.
By  the  author  of  The  Talented  Mr.  Ripley.  Reader's  Guide
available.

Strangers on a Train

A Play
Guy Haines and Charles Bruno meet on a train. Because they're
strangers they can say anything they like to one another. Bruno
proposes the perfect murder: he will kill Guy's unfaithful wife if
Guy will kill his much-hated father. Guy never imagines Bruno is
serious. But Bruno is deadly serious.

Strangers on a Train

A Virago Modern Classic Hachette UK
The  classic  thriller  behind  the  Hitchcock  film,  and  Highsmith's
first novel - soon to be remade by David Fincher, director of Gone
Girl, with a screenplay by Gillian Flynn. By the bestselling author
of The Talented Mr Ripley and Carol The psychologists would call
it folie a deux . . . 'Bruno slammed his palms together. "Hey!
Cheeses, what an idea! I kill your wife and you kill my father! We
meet on a train, see, and nobody knows we know each other!
Perfect  alibis!  Catch?'''  From this  moment,  almost  against  his
conscious will, Guy Haines is trapped in a nightmare of shared
guilt  and  an  insidious  merging  of  personalities.  'The  No.1
Greatest Crime Writer' The Times

Deep Water W. W. Norton & Company
Tired of an arrangement that allows his wife, Melinda, to take as
many lovers  as she wants in  exchange for  not  deserting the
family, Vic tries to win her back by asserting himself with a tall
tale of murder, a lie that eventually comes true, in a chilling novel
about  the  dark  reality  behind  the  idyllic  facade  of  American
suburban life. Reprint.

Found in the Street Atlantic Monthly Press
When  Ralph  Linderman  returns  a  stranger’s  wallet  he  found
during a morning stroll through Greenwich Village, he is entirely
unprepared  for  the  complex  maze  of  sexual  obsession  and
disturbing psychological intrigue he is about to be drawn into.
Patricia Highsmith, author of The Tremor of Forgery, Strangers on
a Train,  and The Cry  of  the  Owl  has  once again  created an
unsettling thriller that explores the bleakest alleyways of human
desire.  Highsmith  has  been  called  “one  of  the  finest  crime
novelists” by the New York Times and is now considered one of
the most original voices in twentieth-century American fiction.

The Stranger on the Train
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A Novel Simon and Schuster
A mother’s worst nightmare: the subway doors close with her
baby son still  on the train. In this suspenseful debut novel,  a
woman goes to unimaginable lengths to get her child back. A
struggling,  single  mother,  Emma  sometimes  wishes  that  her
thirteen-month-old son Ritchie would just disappear. Then, one
quiet Sunday evening, after a sinister encounter on the London
Underground—Ritchie does just that. Emma immediately reports
his abduction to the police but there she faces a much worse
situation than she ever imagined. Why do the police seem so
reluctant to help her? And why do they think she would want hurt
her  own  child?  If  Emma  wants  Ritchie  back,  she’ll  have  to  find
him herself. With the help of a stranger named Rafe, the one
person who seems to believe her, Emma sets off in search of her
son.  She  is  determined  to  find  Ritchie  no  matter  what  it
takes…but who exactly is the real enemy here? "A heart-stopper”
(Publishers  Weekly,  starred  review)  with  dark  twists  and
intertwining  narratives,  The  Stranger  on  the  Train  is  an
unforgettable,  “first-rate  debut  thriller”  (Washington  Post)  that
you  will  keep  you  guessing  until  the  shattering  finale.

Patricia Highsmith: Her Diaries and Notebooks: 1941-1995
Liveright Publishing
Publishing for  the centenary of  her  birth,  Patricia  Highsmith’s
diaries  “offer  the  most  complete  picture  ever  published”  of  the
canonical author (New York Times). Relegated to the genre of
mystery during her lifetime, Patricia Highsmith is now recognized
as one of “our greatest modernist writers” (Gore Vidal). Beloved
by  fans  who  were  unaware  of  the  real  psychological  turmoil
behind her prose, the famously secretive Highsmith refused to
authorize  a  biography,  instead  sequestering  herself  in  her
Switzerland  home in  her  final  years.  Posthumously,  her  devoted
editor Anna von Planta discovered her diaries and notebooks in
1995, tucked in a closet—with tantalizing instructions to be read.
For years thereafter, von Planta meticulously culled from over
eight thousand pages to help reveal the inscrutable figure behind
the legendary pen. Beginning with her junior year at Barnard in
1941, Highsmith ritualistically  kept a diary and notebook—the
former to catalog her day, the latter to brainstorm stories and
hone  her  craft.  This  volume  weaves  diary  and  notebook
simultaneously,  exhibiting  precisely  how  Highsmith’s  personal
affairs seeped into her fiction—and the sheer darkness of her own
imagination.  Charming yet  teetering on the egotistical,  young
“Pat”  lays  bare  her  dizzying  social  life  in  1940s  Greenwich
Village, barhopping with Judy Holliday and Jane Bowles, among
others.  Alongside  Flannery  O’Conner  and  Chester  Himes,  she
attended—at the recommendation of Truman Capote—the Yaddo
artist colony in 1948, where she drafted Strangers on a Train.
Published in 1950 and soon adapted by Alfred Hitchcock, this
debut  novel  brought  recognition  and brief  financial  security,  but
left a heartsick Highsmith agonizing: “What is the life I choose?”
Providing extraordinary insights into gender and sexuality in mid-
twentieth-century  America,  Highsmith’s  diaries  convey  her
euphoria writing The Price of  Salt  (1951).  Yet  her  sophomore
novel would have to be published under a pseudonym, so as not
to  tarnish  her  reputation.  Indeed,  no  one  could  anticipate
commercial  reception for  a  novel  depicting love between two
women  in  the  McCarthy  era.  Seeking  relief  from  America,
Highsmith catalogs her peripatetic years in Europe, subsisting on
cigarettes and growing more bigoted and satirical with age. After
a stay in Positano with a new lover, she reflects in her notebooks
on being an expat, and gleefully conjures the unforgettable The
Talented Mr. Ripley (1955); it would be this sociopathic antihero
who  would  finally  solidify  her  true  fame.  At  once  lovable,
detestable, and mesmerizing, Highsmith put her turbulent life to

paper  for  five  decades,  acutely  aware  there  must  be  “a  few
usable  things  in  literature.”  A  memoir  as  significant  in  our  own
century  as  Sylvia  Plath’s  journals  and  Simone  de  Beauvoir’s
writings were to another time, Patricia Highsmith: Her Diaries and
Notebooks is  an historic  work that  chronicles  a  woman’s  rise
against the conventional tide to unparalleled literary prominence.

Double Indemnity Vintage Crime/Black Lizard
James M.  Cain,  virtuoso of  the roman noir,  gives us  a  tautly
narrated  and  excruciatingly  suspenseful  story  in  Double
Indemnity, an X-ray view of guilt, of duplicity, and of the kind of
obsessive, loveless love that devastates everything it touches.
Walter Huff was an insurance salesman with an unfailing instinct
for clients who might be in trouble, and his instinct led him to
Phyllis Nirdlinger. Phyllis wanted to buy an accident policy on her
husband. Then she wanted her husband to have an accident.
Walter wanted Phyllis. To get her, he would arrange the perfect
murder and betray everything he had ever lived for.

Devils, Lusts and Strange Desires

The Life of Patricia Highsmith Bloomsbury Publishing
'My  New Year's  Eve  Toast:  to  all  the  devils,  lusts,  passions,
greeds, envies,  loves,  hates,  strange desires,  enemies ghostly
and real, the army of memories, with which I do battle - may they
never  give  me peace'  PATRICIA  HIGHSMITH (New Year's  Eve,
1947) Made famous by the great success of her psychological
thrillers, The Talented Mr Ripley and Strangers on a Train, Patricia
Highsmith is lauded as one of the most influential and celebrated
modern writers. However, there has never been a clear picture of
the  woman  behind  the  books.  The  relationship  between
Highsmith's lesbianism, her fraught personality – by parts self-
destructive  and  malicious  –  and  her  fiction,  has  been  largely
avoided by biographers. She was openly homosexual and wrote
the seminal lesbian love story, Carol. In modern times, she would
be venerated as  a  radical  exponent  of  the LGBT community.
However, her status as an LGBT icon is undermined by the fact
that she was excessively cruel and exploitative of her friends and
lovers. In this new biography, Richard Bradford brings his sharp,
incisive style to one of the great and most controversial writers of
the twentieth century. He considers Highsmith's bestsellers in the
context of her troubled personal life; her alcoholism, licentious
sex  life,  racism,  anti-Semitism,  misogyny  and  abundant  self-
loathing.

The Two Faces of January Open Road + Grove/Atlantic
“[A]  classic  psychological  thriller.”—USA  Today  Originally
published in 1964, and the winner of the CWA Best Foreign Novel
Award, Patricia Highsmith’s The Two Faces of January is a chilling
tale  of  suspense,  suffused  with  her  trademark  slow,  creeping
unease. In a grubby Athens hotel,  Rydal Keener is bored and
killing time with petty scams. But when he runs into another
American, Chester MacFarland, dragging a man’s body down the
hotel hall,  Rydan impulsively agrees to help, perhaps because
Chester looks like his father. Then Rydal meets Collete, Chester’s
younger wife, and captivated, becomes entangled in their sordid
lives, as the drama marches to a shocking climax at the ruins of
the  labyrinth  at  Knossos.  A  film  version  of  The  Two  Faces  of
January, starring Viggo Mortensen, Kirsten Dunst, and Oscar Isaac
(Drive,  Inside  Llewelyn  Davis)  is  in  production.  Adapted  by
Academy Award nominee Hossein Amini (Drive), and produced by
Working Title and Timnick Films (The Talented Mr. Ripley), it will
be released later this fall. “An offbeat, provocative and absorbing
suspense novel.”—The New York Times “Patricia Highsmith is one
of the few suspense writers whose work transcends genre.”—The
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Austin American-Statesman

The Blunderer W. W. Norton & Company
"Highsmith's novels are peerlessly disturbing...bad dreams that
keep us thrashing for the rest of the night." —The New Yorker For
two years, Walter Stackhouse has been a faithful and supportive
husband to his wife, Clara. She is distant and neurotic, and Walter
finds  himself  harboring  gruesome  fantasies  about  her  demise.
When  Clara's  dead  body  turns  up  at  the  bottom  of  a  cliff  in  a
manner  uncannily  resembling  the  recent  death  of  a  woman
named Helen Kimmel who was murdered by her husband, Walter
finds  himself  under  intense  scrutiny.  He  commits  several
blunders that claim his career and his reputation, cost him his
friends, and eventually threaten his life. The Blunderer examines
the dark obsessions that lie beneath the surface of seemingly
ordinary  people.  With  unerring  psychological  insight,  Patricia
Highsmith  portrays  characters  who  cross  the  precarious  line
separating fantasy from reality.

Those who Walk Away Atlantic Monthly Press
When Ray Garrett's new bride commits suicide, his father-in-law,
Ed Coleman, believes it must be murder, and is determined to
track down Ray and kill him

Small G

A Summer Idyll W. W. Norton & Company
In  unmistakable  Highsmithian  fashion,  Small  g,  Patricia
Highsmith's  final  novel,  opens  near  a  seedy  Zurich  bar  with  the
brutal murder of Petey Ritter. Unraveling the vagaries of love,
sexuality, jealousy, and death, Highsmith weaves a mystery both
hilarious and astonishing,  a classic  fairy tale executed with a
characteristic penchant for darkness. Published in paperback for
the  first  time  in  America,  Small  g  is  at  once  an  exorcism  of
Highsmith's  literary  demons  and  a  revelatory  capstone  to  a
wholly remarkable career.  It  is  a delightfully incantatory work
that,  in  the  tradition  of  Shakespeare's  A  Midsummer  Night's
Dream, shows us how bizarre and unpredictable love can be.

Stranger on a Train

Daydreaming  and  Smoking  Around  America  with
Interruptions  Picador
The book about America de Tocqueville might have written had
he spent some time in the nation's smoking sections Using two
cross-country trips on Amtrak as her narrative vehicles, British
writer Jenny Diski connects the humming rails taking her into the
heart of America with the track-like scars leading back to her own
past. As she did in the highly acclaimed Skating to Antarctica,
Diski  has created a seamless and seemingly  effortless  amalgam
of reflection and revelation. Stranger on a Train is a combination
of travelogue and memoir, a penetrating portrait of America and
Americans that is  at the same time an unsparing look in the
mirror.  Traveling  and  remembering  both  involve  confronting
strangers—those we have just met and those we once were—and
acknowledging the play of proximity and separation. Diski has
written a moving, courageous, and deeply rewarding book about
who we are, and the landscapes through which we have passed
to get there.

A Suspension of Mercy W. W. Norton & Company
Sydney Bartleby, a mystery writer, pretends to murder and bury
his wife while she is away on a trip, only to find himself a prime
suspect in her death when she fails to return. Reprint.

Ripley Under Water W. W. Norton & Company
Now  part  of  American  film  and  literary  lore,  Tom  Ripley,  "a
bisexual psychopath and art forger who murders without remorse
when his comforts are threatened" (), was Patricia Highsmith's
favorite creation. In these volumes, we find Ripley ensconced on
a French estate with a wealthy wife, a world-class art collection,
and a past to hide. In (1970), an art forgery goes awry and Ripley
is  threatened  with  exposure;  in  (1980),  Highsmith  explores
Ripley's  bizarrely  paternal  relationship  with  a  troubled  young
runaway,  whose  abduction  draws  them  into  Berlin's  seamy
underworld; and in (1991), Ripley is confronted by a snooping
American  couple  obsessed  with  the  disappearance  of  an  art
collector who visited Ripley years before. More than any other
American literary character, Ripley provides "a lens to peer into
the sinister machinations of human behavior" (John Freeman, ).

Patricia Highsmith on Screen Springer
This book is the first full-length study to focus on the various film
adaptations of Patricia Highsmith’s novels, which have been a
popular source for adaptation since Alfred Hitchcock’s Strangers
on  a  Train  (1952).  The  collection  of  essays  examines  films  such
as The Talented Mr. Ripley, The Two Faces of January, and Carol,
includes  interviews  with  Highsmith  adaptors  and  provides  a
comprehensive filmography of all existing Highsmith adaptations.
Particular  attention  is  paid  to  queer  subtexts,  mythological
underpinnings,  philosophical  questioning,  contrasting  media
environments  and  formal  conventions  in  diverse  generic
contexts.  Produced  over  the  space  of  seventy  years,  these
adaptations  reflect  broad  cultural  and  material  shifts  in  film
production  and  critical  approaches  to  film  studies.  The  book  is
thus not only of interest to Highsmith admirers but to anyone
interested in adaptation and transatlantic film history.

Strangers on a Train: A Novel W. W. Norton & Company
"Strangers on a Train has lost none of its power to disturb…We
will likely be reading Patricia Highsmith for the next one hundred
years."  —Paula  Hawkins  Just  in  time  for  the  centennial
celebration  of  groundbreaking  noir  fiction  writer  Patricia
Highsmith comes a reissue of her propulsive, engrossing debut,
Strangers  on a  Train,  with  a  new introduction by best-selling
author Paula Hawkins. Guy Haines and Charles Anthony Bruno
are  passengers  on  the  same  train.  Haines  is  a  successful
architect in the midst of a divorce, Bruno a mysterious smooth-
talker  with  a  sadistic  proposal:  he’ll  murder  Haines’s  wife  if
Haines  will  murder  Bruno’s  father.  As  Bruno  carries  out  his
twisted  plan,  Guy  finds  himself  trapped  in  Highsmith’s  perilous
world, where, under the right circumstances, ordinary people are
capable  of  extraordinary  crimes.  The  inspiration  for  Alfred
Hitchcock’s  classic  1951  film,  Strangers  on  a  Train  launched
Highsmith’s prolific career, proving her a master at depicting the
unsettling forces that tremble beneath the surface of everyday
life.

The Talented Miss Highsmith

The Secret Life and Serious Art of Patricia Highsmith St.
Martin's Press
Patricia  Highsmith's  The Price  of  Salt  is  now a  major  motion
picture  (Carol)  starring  Cate  Blanchett  and  Mia  Wasikowska,
directed by Todd Hayes A 2010 New York Times Notable Book A
2010  Lambda  Literary  Award  Winner  A  2009  Edgar  Award
Nominee A 2009 Agatha Award Nominee A Publishers Weekly
Pick of the Week Patricia Highsmith, one of the great writers of
twentieth-century  American  fiction,  had  a  life  as  darkly
compelling as that of her favorite "hero-criminal," the talented
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Tom Ripley. Joan Schenkar maps out this richly bizarre life from
her  birth  in  Texas  to  Hitchcock's  filming  of  her  first  novel,
Strangers on a Train, to her long, strange self-exile in Europe. We
see her as a secret writer for the comics, a brilliant creator of
disturbing fictions, and an erotic predator with dozens of women
(and  a  few  good  men)  on  her  love  list.  The  Talented  Miss
Highsmith  is  the  first  literary  biography  with  access  to
Highsmith's  whole  story:  her  closest  friends,  her  oeuvre,  her
archives. It's a compulsive page-turner unlike any other, a book
worthy of Highsmith herself.

Hitchcock and the Censors University Press of Kentucky
Throughout his career, Alfred Hitchcock had to deal with a wide
variety of censors attuned to the slightest suggestion of sexual
innuendo, undue violence, toilet humor, religious disrespect, and
all forms of indecency, real or imagined. From 1934 to 1968, the
Motion Picture Production Code Office controlled the content and
final  cut  on  all  films  made  and  distributed  in  the  United  States.
Code  officials  protected  sensitive  ears  from  standard  four-letter
words, as well as a few five-letter words like tramp and six-letter
words like cripes. They also scrubbed "excessively lustful" kissing
from the screen and ensured that no criminal went unpunished.
During  their  review  of  Hitchcock's  films,  the  censors  demanded
an average of 22.5 changes, ranging from the mundane to the
mind-boggling,  on  each  of  his  American  films.  Code  reviewers
dictated the ending of Rebecca (1940), absolved Cary Grant of
guilt  in  Suspicion  (1941),  edited  Cole  Porter's  lyrics  in  Stage
Fright (1950), decided which shades should be drawn in Rear
Window  (1954),  and  shortened  the  shower  scene  in  Psycho
(1960).  In  Hitchcock  and  the  Censors,  author  John  Billheimer
traces the forces that led to the Production Code and describes
Hitchcock's interactions with code officials on a film-by-film basis
as  he  fought  to  protect  his  creations,  bargaining  with  code
reviewers and sidestepping censorship to produce a lifetime of
memorable  films.  Despite  the  often-arbitrary  decisions  of  the
code board, Hitchcock still managed to push the boundaries of
sex  and  violence  permitted  in  films  by  charming  --  and
occasionally  tricking  --  the  censors  and  by  swapping  off  bits  of
dialogue, plot points, and individual shots (some of which had
been deliberately inserted as trading chips) to protect cherished
scenes and images. By examining Hitchcock's priorities in dealing
with the censors, this work highlights the director's theories of
suspense as well  as his  magician-like touch when negotiating
with code officials.

The Tremor of Forgery Open Road + Grove/Atlantic
The Tremor  of  Forgery  is  considered by  many to  be  Patricia
Highsmith's finest novel. Set in Tunisia in the mid-1960s, it is the
story  of  Howard  Ingham,  an  American  writer  who  has  gone
abroad to gather material for a movie too sordid to be set in
America. Ingham is cool towards Ina, the girlfriend he left behind
in New York, but his feelings start to change when she doesn't
answer his increasingly aggravated letters, and John Castlewood,
the  filmmaker  who  hired  Ingham,  fails  to  show  in  Tunisia.  Amid
the  tea  shops  and  alleys  of  the  souk,  the  sun-blasted
architecture,  and  the  beaches  and  hotels  frequented  by
international tourists, will Ingham’s morality survive the withering
heat? Includes an introduction by Francine Prose.

The Talented Mr. Ripley W. W. Norton & Company
In order to convince his son to come home, Herbert Greenleaf, a
rich shipbuilder, sends the suave con man Tom Ripley to Italy,
but is unaware of his son's friend's criminal activities. Reprint.

The Metal Heart

The beautiful and atmospheric story of freedom and love
that will grip your heart Penguin UK
The beautifully compelling wartime story of freedom and love set
deep in the Scottish islands 'A powerful Second World War love
story' THE TIMES 'Deeply evocative of Orkney and its wild beauty.
A stunning tale of sisters, salvation and sacrifice' EMMA STONEX
_________  Orkney,  1941.  Five hundred Italian prisoners  of  war
arrive to fortify these wild and desolate islands. Orphaned sisters
Dorothy and Constance volunteer  to  nurse  the wounded.  But
while beautiful, damaged Constance remains wary of the men,
Dot  finds  herself  increasingly  drawn  to  Cesare,  a  young  man
fighting  on  the  wrong  side  and  broken  by  the  horrors  of  battle.
Secretly, passionately, they fall in love. When a tragic mistake
from Con's past returns to haunt them, Dot must make a choice:
Protect her sister no matter the costs, or save the man who has
captured her heart? _________ Praise for Caroline Lea: 'Enthralling'
Stacey  Halls,  author  of  The  Familiars  and  The  Foundling
'Fantastic' The Times 'Memorable and compelling' Sarah Moss,
author  of  The  Times  Book  of  the  Year  Ghost  Wall  'Intensely
written  and  atmospheric'  Daily  Mail  'Gripped  me  in  a  cold  fist.
Beautiful'  Sara  Collins,  author  of  The  Confessions  of  Frannie
Langton 'Brilliant' Daily Express

A Perfect Shot Simon and Schuster
A local basketball star in a small Ohio town tries to remake his life
in middle age, but instead must confront a murderer and the
prospect of leaving his hometown and giving up everything that
once gave his life meaning. Nicholas "Duke" Ducheski is the most
important man in the eastern Ohio steel town of Mingo Junction.
Nearly two decades after he made the winning shot in the state
championship basketball game, he remains much adored and the
focal  point  of  community  pride.  Hardly  a  day  passes  when
someone  doesn't  want  to  talk  about  "the  game."  Now
approaching forty, Duke no longer wants to be defined solely by
something he did when he was eighteen. So he decides to parlay
his local popularity into a successful restaurant--"Duke's Place."
But no sooner does he get his restaurant up and running than
disaster strikes. One day, "Little Tony" DeMarco, his brother-in-
law and a known mob enforcer, comes into the restaurant and
murders  Duke's  oldest  friend.  Now  Duke  faces  the  hardest
decision of his life. DeMarco thinks he's untouchable, but Duke
discovers a way to take him down, along with his mob superiors.
To do so, however, means leaving Mingo Junction and sacrificing
his  treasured  identity  as  the  town  legend.  And  if  he  follows
through, what will remain of his life?

Drowning Practice

A Novel HarperCollins
Profoundly moving, filled with tenderness, and brought to life by
a curious, sprawling imagination, Drowning Practice is the story
of a mother and daughter trying to save each other’s lives at
what could be the end of the world One night, everyone on Earth
has the same dream—a dream of being guided to a watery death
by a loved one on November 1. When they wake up, most people
agree: after Halloween, the world will end. In the wake of this
haunting dream and saddled with its uncertainty, Lyd and her
daughter, Mott, navigate a changed world, wrestling with how to
make choices  when you really  don’t  know what  comes next.
Embarking  on  a  quixotic  road  trip  filled  with  a  collection  of
unexpected  and  memorable  characters,  Lyd  and  Mott  are
determined to live out what could be their final months as fully as
possible. But how can Lyd protect Mott and help her achieve her
ambitions in a world where inhibitions, desires, and motivations
have become unpredictable,  and where Mott’s  dangerous and
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conniving  father  has  his  own ideas  about  how his  estranged
family  should  spend  their  last  days?  Formally  inventive  and
hauntingly  strange,  Drowning Practice signals  the arrival  of  a
singular new voice in Mike Meginnis, who writes with generosity
and precision, humor and sorrowfulness. Stirring and surprising at
every turn, Drowning Practice is literary speculative fiction at its
best and with a pulsing heart: a mother and daughter trying to
decide how they should live out what might be the final months
of their—or anyone’s—life on Earth.

Plotting and Writing Suspense Fiction

Cutters End Random House Australia
'Past and the present collide to create a gripping tale of murder
and intrigue.' Chris Hammer A desert highway. A remote town. A
murder that won’t stay hidden. New Year’s Eve, 1989. Eighteen-
year-old Ingrid Mathers is hitchhiking her way to Alice Springs.
Bored,  hungover  and  separated  from  her  friend  Joanne,  she
accepts  a  lift  to  the  remote  town of  Cutters  End.  July  2021.
Detective Sergeant Mark Ariti is seconded to a recently reopened
case, one in which he has a personal connection. Three decades
ago,  a  burnt  and  broken  body  was  discovered  in  scrub  off  the
Stuart Highway, 300km south of Cutters End. Though ultimately
ruled an accidental death, many people - including a high-profile
celebrity - are convinced it was murder. When Mark’s interviews
with  the  witnesses  in  the  old  case  files  go  nowhere,  he  has  no
choice but to make the long journey up the highway to Cutters
End. And with the help of local Senior Constable Jagdeep Kaur, he
soon learns that  this  death isn’t  the only unsolved case that
hangs over the town... 'A tightly woven and utterly unpredictable
plot that will keep you guessing and gasping until the explosive
truth leaves you shocked. A stunning debut.' Lyn Yeowart, author
of  The Silent  Listener  'Cutters  End is  one hell  of  a  ride  and
Margaret Hickey is a brilliant writer.' Helen Fitzgerald, author of
The  Cry  'A  pacy,  atmospheric  thriller  that  joins  the  ranks  of
Australian  outback  noir.'  Jock  Serong,  author  of  The Rules  of
Backyard Cricket

Include Me Out

My Life from Goldwyn to Broadway Macmillan
A Hollywood Golden Age celebrity candidly discusses his work on
such  films  as  Strangers  on  a  Train  and  They  Live  By  Night,  his
efforts  to  break  his  contract  in  order  to  work  on  Broadway,  and
his intimate relationships with such figures as Leonard Bernstein,
Ava Gardner, and Helen Hayes. Reprint. 15,000 first printing.

A Game for the Living

A Virago Modern Classic Hachette UK
By the bestselling author of The Talented Mr Ripley, Carol and
Strangers on a Train 'I  love Highsmith so much .  .  .  What a
revelation  her  writing  is'  Gillian  Flynn  'Ramón  had  done  it.
Obviously! He thought about Ramón, his Catholic soul trapped in
his passion for Lelia. He'd find Ramón and see that he paid with
his life for what he had done.' In A Game for the Living threads of
sexual  jealousy  and  guilt  are  shot  through  with  all  Patricia
Highsmith's uncanny talent for the unexpected. Mild-mannered
Theo is a wealthy German expatriate; hot-tempered Ramón was
born into poverty in Mexico City. The two men are unlikely friends
- especially as they are in love with the same woman. When Lelia

is found brutally murdered, both lovers are suspects - and each
suspects the other. But then they discover that a thief was seen
at Lelia's apartment, and their hunt leads them on a frantic chase
to sun-drenched Acapulco. Theo begins to get the uneasy feeling
that his every move is being watched.

The Price of Salt, Or Carol W. W. Norton & Company
Trapped in a boring, dead-end day job in a department store,
stage  designer  Therese  Belivet  finds  her  life  forever  changed
when  she  encounters--and  falls  in  love  with--Carol  Aird,  an
alluring suburban housewife in the midst of a divorce, as they set
out on a cross-country odyssey, pursued by a private investigator
who forces Carol into choosing between her daughter and her
lover. Reprint. 13,000 first printing.

Nothing That Meets the Eye: The Uncollected Stories of
Patricia Highsmith W. W. Norton & Company
"Highsmith  is  no  more  a  practitioner  of  the  murder  mystery
genre...than  are  Doestoevsky,  Faulkner  and  Camus."—Joan
Smith,  Los  Angeles  Times  The Patricia  Highsmith  renaissance
continues with Nothing That Meets the Eye, a brilliant collection
of  twenty-eight  psychologically  penetrating  stories,  a  great
majority of which are published for the first time in this collection.
This  volume  spans  almost  fifty  years  of  Highsmith's  career  and
establishes her as a permanent member of our American literary
canon, as attested by recent publication of two of these stories in
The New Yorker and Harper's. The stories assembled in Nothing
That Meets the Eye, written between 1938 and 1982, are vintage
Highsmith:  a  gigolo-like  psychopath  preys  on  unfulfilled  career
women; a lonely spinster's fragile hold on reality is tethered to
the  bottle;  an  estranged  postal  worker  invents  homicidal
fantasies about his coworkers. While some stories anticipate the
diabolical narratives of the Ripley novels, others possess a Capra-
like sweetness that forces us to see the author in a new light.
From this new collection, a remarkable portrait of the American
psyche at  mid-century emerges,  unforgettably distilled by the
inimitable eye of Patricia Highsmith. A New York Times Notable
Book and a Washington Post Rave of 2002.

The Necropolis Railway
Bright and ambitious, young Jim Stringer moves from the English
countryside to London, eager to begin work as a railwayman at
Waterloo Station.  It  is  1903, the dawn of  the Edwardian age,
when steam runs the nation and the railways drive progress. Jim
finds, however, that his duties involve a graveyard shift, literally -
a  railway  line  that  takes  coffins  from  London  morgues  to  the
gigantic new cemeteries being dug in the city's outskirts. He also
learns that the men he works alongside have formed an instant
loathing of  him -  and his  predecessor has disappeared under
suspicious  circumstances.  Can  Jim  work  out  what's  going  on
before  he's  issued  a  one-way  ticket  aboard  the  Necropolis
Railway?

Alma Hitchcock

The Woman Behind the Man Berkley Publishing Group
Alfred  Hitchcock's  films  are  a  testament  to  his  autonomy--but
there was one person whose ideas and advice he valued above
all others: his wife, Alma. Now the story of the director and his
closest collaborator--complete with anecdotes, rare photos, and
recipes--is told by their daughter.


