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1177 B.C.

The Year Civilization Collapsed:
Revised and Updated Princeton
University Press

"In 1177 B.C., marauding groups known
only as the "Sea Peoples" invaded Egypt.
The pharaoh's army and navy managed
to defeat them, but the victory so
weakened Egypt that it soon slid into
decline, as did most of the surrounding
civilizations. After centuries of brilliance,
the civilized world of the Bronze Age
came to an abrupt and cataclysmic end.
Kingdoms fell like dominoes over the
course of just a few decades. No more
Minoans or Mycenaeans. No more
Trojans, Hittites, or Babylonians. The
thriving economy and cultures of the late
second millennium B.C., which had
stretched from Greece to Egypt and
Mesopotamia, suddenly ceased to exist,



along with writing systems, technology,
and monumental architecture. But the
Sea Peoples alone could not have caused
such widespread breakdown. How did it
happen? In this major new account of
the causes of this "First Dark Ages," Eric
Cline tells the gripping story of how the
end was brought about by multiple
interconnected failures, ranging from
invasion and revolt to earthquakes,
drought, and the cutting of international
trade routes. Bringing to life the vibrant
multicultural world of these great
civilizations, he draws a sweeping
panorama of the empires and globalized
peoples of the Late Bronze Age and
shows that it was their very
interdependence that hastened their
dramatic collapse and ushered in a dark
age that lasted centuries. A compelling

combination of narrative and the latest
scholarship, 1177 B.C. sheds new light
on the complex ties that gave rise to,
and ultimately destroyed, the flourishing
civilizations of the Late Bronze Age-and
that set the stage for the emergence of
classical Greece"--

1177 B.C.

The Year Civilization Collapsed
Princeton University Press

In 1177 B.C., marauding groups known
only as the "Sea Peoples" invaded Egypt.
The pharaoh's army and navy managed
to defeat them, but the victory so
weakened Egypt that it soon slid into
decline, as did most of the surrounding
civilizations. After centuries of brilliance,
the civilized world of the Bronze Age
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came to an abrupt and cataclysmic end.
Kingdoms fell like dominoes over the
course of just a few decades. No more
Minoans or Mycenaeans. No more
Trojans, Hittites, or Babylonians. The
thriving economy and cultures of the late
second millennium B.C., which had
stretched from Greece to Egypt and
Mesopotamia, suddenly ceased to exist,
along with writing systems, technology,
and monumental architecture. But the
Sea Peoples alone could not have caused
such widespread breakdown. How did it
happen? In this major new account of
the causes of this "First Dark Ages," Eric
Cline tells the gripping story of how the
end was brought about by multiple
interconnected failures, ranging from
invasion and revolt to earthquakes,
drought, and the cutting of international

trade routes. Bringing to life the vibrant
multicultural world of these great
civilizations, he draws a sweeping
panorama of the empires and globalized
peoples of the Late Bronze Age and
shows that it was their very
interdependence that hastened their
dramatic collapse and ushered in a dark
age that lasted centuries. A compelling
combination of narrative and the latest
scholarship, 1177 B.C. sheds new light
on the complex ties that gave rise to,
and ultimately destroyed, the flourishing
civilizations of the Late Bronze Age—and
that set the stage for the emergence of
classical Greece.

1177 B.C.

The Year Civilization Collapsed



Princeton University Press

In 1177 B.C., marauding groups known
only as the "Sea Peoples" invaded Egypt.
The pharaoh's army and navy managed
to defeat them, but the victory so
weakened Egypt that it soon slid into
decline, as did most of the surrounding
civilizations. After centuries of brilliance,
the civilized world of the Bronze Age
came to an abrupt and cataclysmic end.
Kingdoms fell like dominoes over the
course of just a few decades. No more
Minoans or Mycenaeans. No more
Trojans, Hittites, or Babylonians. The
thriving economy and cultures of the late
second millennium B.C., which had
stretched from Greece to Egypt and
Mesopotamia, suddenly ceased to exist,
along with writing systems, technology,
and monumental architecture. But the

Sea Peoples alone could not have caused
such widespread breakdown. How did it
happen? In this major new account of
the causes of this "First Dark Ages," Eric
Cline tells the gripping story of how the
end was brought about by multiple
interconnected failures, ranging from
invasion and revolt to earthquakes,
drought, and the cutting of international
trade routes. Bringing to life the vibrant
multicultural world of these great
civilizations, he draws a sweeping
panorama of the empires and globalized
peoples of the Late Bronze Age and
shows that it was their very
interdependence that hastened their
dramatic collapse and ushered in a dark
age that lasted centuries. A compelling
combination of narrative and the latest
scholarship, 1177 B.C. sheds new light
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on the complex ties that gave rise to,
and ultimately destroyed, the flourishing
civilizations of the Late Bronze Age—and
that set the stage for the emergence of
classical Greece.

The Trojan War: A Very Short
Introduction Oxford University Press
This introduction considers whether the
Trojan war actually took place and
whether archaeologists have discovered
the site of ancient Troy.

The End of the Bronze Age

Changes in Warfare and the
Catastrophe ca. 1200 B.C. - Third
Edition Princeton University Press

The Bronze Age came to a close early in
the twelfth century b.c. with one of the

worst calamities in history: over a period
of several decades, destruction
descended upon key cities throughout
the Eastern Mediterranean, bringing to
an end the Levantine, Hittite, Trojan, and
Mycenaean kingdoms and plunging
some lands into a dark age that would
last more than four hundred years. In his
attempt to account for this destruction,
Robert Drews rejects the traditional
explanations and proposes a military one
instead.

Digging Up Armageddon

The Search for the Lost City of
Solomon Princeton University Press

"In 1925 a team of archaeologists was
sent by famed archaeologist James
Henry Breasted, the Director of the



Oriental Institute of the University of
Chicago, to search for the city that King
Solomon built in the tenth century BCE.
These excavations are rightfully famous
for the light they shed on one of the
most important cities in biblical times:
the ancient city of Megiddo, in Israel, the
site of Armageddon. The books and
articles that the original participants
published are still used, and debated, by
archaeologists working in the region
today. However, these scholarly
publications provide only a small window
into the daily activities of the team
members and the stories behind their
amazing discoveries. Using a treasure
trove of other writing - including more
than three decades' worth of letters,
cablegrams, cards, and diaries,
archaeologist and historian Eric Cline,

10

who spent twenty years digging at
Megiddo himself, brings the Chicago
excavators and their discoveries to life
situating them against the backdrop of
the Great Depression in the United
States as well as the growing troubles
and tensions in British Mandate
Palestine. Their story, as recounted by
Cline, often reads more like melodrama
than dry archaeological report and
provides a unique a glimpse of the
internal workings of a dig in the early
years of biblical archaeology. In the
course of telling their story, Cline gives
readers the full picture of an
archaeological site from its first
discoveries to its most recent
excavations placing it all in the larger
scheme of the rise and fall of
civilizations, from the Neolithic

10
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Revolution through the Romans"--
Three Stones Make a Wall

The Story of Archaeology Princeton
University Press

In 1922, Howard Carter peered into
Tutankhamun’s tomb for the first time,
the only light coming from the candle in
his outstretched hand. Urged to tell what
he was seeing through the small opening
he had cut in the door to the tomb, the
Egyptologist famously replied, “I see
wonderful things.” Carter’'s fabulous
discovery is just one of the many
spellbinding stories told in Three Stones
Make a Wall. Written by Eric Cline, an
archaeologist with more than thirty
seasons of excavation experience, this
book traces the history of archaeology

11

from an amateur pursuit to the cutting-
edge science it is today by taking the
reader on a tour of major archaeological
sites and discoveries. Along the way, it
addresses the questions archaeologists
are asked most often: How do you know
where to dig? How are excavations
actually done? How do you know how old
something is? Who gets to keep what is
found? Taking readers from the
pioneering digs of the eighteenth
century to today’'s exciting new
discoveries, Three Stones Make a Wall is
a lively and essential introduction to the
story of archaeology.

The Oxford Handbook of the Bronze
Age Aegean Oxford University Press

The Oxford Handbook of the Bronze Age
Aegean provides a comprehensive



overview of our current understanding of
the Bronze Age Aegean (ca. 3000-1000
BC) and describes the most important
debates and discussions within the
discipline. Presented in four separate
sections within the Handbook, the sixty-
six commissioned articles cover topics
ranging from chronological and
geographical to thematic to site-specific.
The volume will be indispensable for
scholars and advanced students alike.

Rome Is Burning

Nero and the Fire That Ended a
Dynasty Princeton University Press

Drawing on new archaeological
evidence, an authoritative history of
Rome’s Great Fire—and how it inflicted
lasting harm on the Roman Empire

12

According to legend, the Roman emperor
Nero set fire to his majestic imperial
capital on the night of July 19, AD 64 and
fiddled while the city burned. It's a story
that has been told for more than two
millennia—and it's likely that almost
none of it is true. In Rome Is Burning,
distinguished Roman historian Anthony
Barrett sets the record straight,
providing a comprehensive and
authoritative account of the Great Fire of
Rome, its immediate aftermath, and its
damaging longterm consequences for
the Roman world. Drawing on
remarkable new archaeological
discoveries and sifting through all the
literary evidence, he tells what is known
about what actually happened—and
argues that the disaster was a turning
point in Roman history, one that
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ultimately led to the fall of Nero and the
end of the dynasty that began with Julius
Caesar. Rome Is Burning tells how the
fire destroyed much of the city and
threw the population into panic. It
describes how it also destroyed Nero’s
golden image and provoked a financial
crisis and currency devaluation that
made a permanent impact on the Roman
economy. Most importantly, the book
surveys, and includes many photographs
of, recent archaeological evidence that
shows visible traces of the fire's
destruction. Finally, the book describes
the fire’'s continuing afterlife in
literature, opera, ballet, and film. A richly
detailed and scrupulously factual
narrative of an event that has always
been shrouded in myth, Rome Is Burning
promises to become the standard

13

account of the Great Fire of Rome for our
time.

Collapse of the Bronze Age

The Story of Greece, Troy, Israel,
Egypt, and the Peoples of the Sea
iUniverse

His Majesty being powerful, his heart
stout, none could stand before him.. All
his territory was ablaze with fire, and he
burned every foriegn country with his
hot breath. Egyptian Pharaoh Ramesses
Il. The bowmen of His Majesty spent six
hours of destruction among them. They
were delivered to the sword. Egyptian
Pharaoh Merneptah. May my father know
the enemy ships came. My cities were
burned and evil things were done in my
country. King of the city of Ugarit to the
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king of Cyprus. Since there is famine in
your house we will starve to death...The
living soul of your country you will see
no longer. To a Hittite offical stationed in
Ugarit. Israel is laid waste, his seed is
not. Pharaoh Merneptah. Pharaoh's
chariots and his army He cast into the
Sea...Book of Exodus. Egypt was adrift
and every man was thrown out of his
right. There was no leader for
years..Pharaoh Ramesses IV. As they
(the Sea Peoples) were coming forward
toward Egypt, their hearts relying upon
their hands, a net was prepared for
them....My strong arm has overthrown
those who came to exalt themselves.
Pharaoh Ramesses lll. [of the Greeks]
These were destroyed by their own
hands and passed to the dank house of
chill Hades. Greek writer Hesiod.

Returning to Luxor, Egypt, by Nile ship.
The author has visited many of the
significant archaeological sites
mentioned in this book. Front cover, top,
Troy VI by Lloyd K. Townsend, bottom,
Pharaoh Thotmose IV.

Brotherhood of Kings

How International Relations Shaped
the Ancient Near East Oxford
University Press

Amanda Podany here takes readers on a
vivid tour through a thousand years of
ancient Near Eastern history, from 2300
to 1300 BCE, paying particular attention
to the lively interactions that took place
between the great kings of the day.
Allowing them to speak in their own
words, Podany reveals how these leaders
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and their ambassadors devised a
remarkably sophisticated system of
diplomacy and trade. What the kings
forged, as they saw it, was a relationship
of friends-brothers-across hundreds of
miles. Over centuries they worked out
ways for their ambassadors to travel
safely to one another's capitals, they
created formal rules of interaction and
ways to work out disagreements, they
agreed to treaties and abided by them,
and their efforts had paid off with the
exchange of luxury goods that each
country wanted from the other. Tied to
one another through peace treaties and
powerful obligations, they were also
often bound together as in-laws, as a
result of marrying one another's
daughters. These rulers had almost
never met one another in person, but

15

they felt a strong connection--a real
brotherhood--which gradually made wars
between them less common. Indeed, any
one of the great powers of the time
could have tried to take over the others
through warfare, but diplomacy usually
prevailed and provided a respite from
bloodshed. Instead of fighting, the kings
learned from one another, and
cooperated in peace. A remarkable
account of a pivotal moment in world
history--the establishment of
international diplomacy thousands of
years before the United Nations--
Brotherhood of Kings offers a vibrantly
written history of the region often known
as the "cradle of civilization."

Sea Peoples of the Bronze Age
Mediterranean c.1400 BC-1000 BC



Bloomsbury Publishing

This title features the latest historical
and archaeological research into the
mysterious and powerful confederations
of raiders who troubled the Eastern
Mediterranean in the last half of the
Bronze Age. Research into the origins of
the so-called Shardana, Shekelesh,
Danuna, Lukka, Peleset and other
peoples is a detective 'work in progress'.
However, it is known that they both
provided the Egyptian pharaohs with
mercenaries, and were listed among
Egypt's enemies and invaders. They
contributed to the collapse of several
civilizations through their dreaded piracy
and raids, and their waves of attacks
were followed by major migrations that
changed the face of this region, from
modern Libya and Cyprus to the Aegean,

16

mainland Greece, Lebanon and Anatolian
Turkey. Drawing on carved inscriptions
and papyrus documents - mainly from
Egypt - dating from the 15th-11th
centuries BC, as well as carved reliefs of
the Medinet Habu, this title reconstructs
the formidable appearance and even the
tactics of the famous 'Sea Peoples'.

The Collapse of Complex Societies
Cambridge University Press
Twenty-four examples of societal
collapse help develop a new theory to
account for their breakdown. Detailed
studies of the Roman, Mayan and
Cacoan collapses clarify the processes of
disintegration.

Jerusalem Besieged
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From Ancient Canaan to Modern
Israel University of Michigan Press

"Jerusalem Besieged is a fascinating
account of how and why a baffling array
of peoples, ideologies, and religions
have fought for some four thousand
years over a city without either great
wealth, size, or strategic importance.
Cline guides us through the baffling, but
always bloody, array of Jewish, Roman,
Moslem, Crusader, Ottoman, Western,
Arab, and Israeli fights for possession of
such a symbolic prize in a manner that is
both scholarly and engaging." -Victor
Davis Hanson, Stanford University;
author of The Other Greeks and Carnage
and Culture "A beautifully lucid
presentation of four thousand years of
history in a single volume. Cline writes
primarily as an archaeologist-avoiding

17

polemic and offering evidence for any
religious claims-yet he has also
incorporated much journalistic material
into this study. Jerusalem Besieged will
enlighten anyone interested in the
history of military conflict in and around
Jerusalem." -Col. Rose Mary Sheldon,
Virginia Military Institute "This
groundbreaking study offers a
fascinating synthesis of Jerusalem's
military history from its first occupation
into the modern era. Cline amply
deploys primary source material to
investigate assaults on Jerusalem of
every sort, starting at the dawn of
recorded history. Jerusalem Besieged is
invaluable for framing the contemporary
situation in the Middle East in the
context of a very long and pertinent
history." -Baruch Halpern, Pennsylvania



State University A sweeping history of
four thousand years of struggle for
control of one city "[An] absorbing
account of archaeological history, from
the ancient Israelites' first conquest to
today's second intifada. Cline clearly lays
out the fascinating history behind the
conflicts." -USA Today "A pleasure to
read, this work makes this important but
complicated subject fascinating." -Jewish
Book World "Jerusalem Besieged is a
fascinating account of how and why a
baffling array of peoples, ideologies, and
religions have fought for some four
thousand years over a city without either
great wealth, size, or strategic
importance. Cline guides us through the
baffling, but always bloody, array of
Jewish, Roman, Moslem, Crusader,
Ottoman, Western, Arab, and Israeli

18

fights for possession of such a symbolic
prize in a manner that is both scholarly
and engaging." -Victor Davis Hanson,
Stanford University; author of The Other
Greeks and Carnage and Culture

From Eden to Exile

Unraveling Mysteries of the Bible
National Geographic Books

Eric H. Cline uses the tools of his trade to
examine some of the most puzzling
mysteries from the Hebrew Bible and, in
the process, to narrate the history of
ancient Israel. Combining the academic
rigor that has won the respect of his
peers with an accessible style that has
made him a favorite with readers and
students alike, he lays out each mystery,
evaluates all available evidence—from
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established fact to arguable assumption
to far-fetched leap of faith—and
proposes an explanation that reconciles
Scripture, science, and history.
Numerous amateur archaeologists have
sought some trace of Noah's Ark to meet
only with failure. But, though no serious
scholar would undertake such a literal
search, many agree that the Flood was
no myth but the cultural memory of a
real, catastrophic inundation, retold and
reshaped over countless generations.
Likewise, some experts suggest that
Joshua's storied victory at Jericho is the
distant echo of an earthquake instead of
Israel's sacred trumpets—a fascinating,
geologically plausible theory that
remains unproven despite the best
efforts of scientific research. Cline places
these and other Biblical stories in solid

19

archaeological and historical context,
debunks more than a few lunatic-fringe
fantasies, and reserves judgment on
ideas that cannot yet be confirmed or
denied. Along the way, our most
informed understanding of ancient Israel
comes alive with dramatic but accurate
detail in this groundbreaking,
engrossing, entertaining book by one of
the rising stars in the field.

Digging Deeper

How Archaeology Works Princeton
University Press

From the bestselling author of 1177 B.C,,
an accessible primer to the
archaeologist's craft An archaeologist
with more than thirty seasons of
excavation experience, Eric H. Cline has



conducted fieldwork around the world,
from Greece and Crete to Egypt, Israel,
and Jordan. In Digging Deeper, Cline
answers the questions archaeologists
are most frequently asked, such as: How
do you know where to dig? How are
excavations actually done? How do you
know how old something is? Who gets to
keep what is found? How do you know
what people from the past ate, wore,
and looked like? Adapted from Cline's
acclaimed book Three Stones Make a
Wall, this lively little volume is brimming
with insights and practical advice about
how archaeology really works. Whether
you are an armchair archaeologist or
embarking on your first excavation,
Digging Deeper is an essential primer on
the art of the dig.

20

The World of The Neo-Hittite
Kingdoms

A Political and Military History
Oxford University Press

Bryce's volume gives an account of the
military and political history of the Neo-
Hittite kingdoms, moving beyond the
Neo-Hittites themselves to the broader
Near Eastern world and the states which
dominated it during the Iron Age.

Collapse and Transformation

The Late Bronze Age to Early Iron
Age in the Aegean Oxbow Books

The years c. 1250 to 1150 BC in Greece
and the Aegean are often characterised
as a time of crisis and collapse. A critical
period in the long history of the region
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and its people and culture, they
witnessed the end of the Mycenaean
kingdoms, with their palaces and Linear
B records, and, through the Postpalatial
period, the transition into the Early Iron
Age. But, on closer examination, it has
become increasingly clear that the
period as a whole, across the region,
defies simple characterisation - there
was success and splendour, resilience
and continuity, and novelty and
innovation, actively driven by the people
of these lands through this
transformative century. The story of the
Aegean at this time has frequently been
incorporated into narratives focused on
the wider eastern Mediterranean, and
most infamously the ‘Sea Peoples’ of the
Egyptian texts. In twenty-five chapters
written by 25 specialists, Collapse and

21

Transformation instead offers a tight
focus on the Aegean itself, providing an
up-to date picture of the archaeology
‘before’ and ‘after’ ‘the collapse’ of c.
1200 BC. It will be essential reading for
students and scholars of the Aegean and
eastern Mediterranean regions, as well
as providing data and a range of
interpretations to those studying
collapse and resilience more widely and
engaging in comparative studies.
Introductory chapters discuss notions of
collapse, and provide overviews of the
Minoan and Mycenaean collapses. These
are followed by twelve chapters, which
review the evidence from the major
regions of the Aegean, including the
Argolid, Messenia, and Boeotia, Crete,
and the Aegean islands. Six chapters
then address key themes: the economy,



funerary practices, the Mycenaean
pottery of the mainland and the wider
Aegean and eastern Mediterranean
region, religion, and the extent to which
later Greek myth can be drawn upon as
evidence or taken to reflect any
historical reality. The final four chapters
provide a wider context for the Aegean
story, surveying the eastern
Mediterranean, including Cyprus and the
Levant, and the themes of subsistence
and warfare.

Megadrought and Collapse

From Early Agriculture to Angkor
Oxford University Press

Megadrought and Collapse is the first
book to treat in one volume the current
paleoclimatic and archaeological

22

evidence of megadrought events
coincident with major historical
examples of societal collapse. Previous
works  have  offered  multi-causal
explanations for climate change, from
overpopulation, overexploitation of
resources, and warfare to poor
leadership and failure to adapt to
environmental changes. In earlier
synthetic studies of major instances of
collapse, the archaeological record has
often not been considered. Included in
this volume are nine case studies that
span the globe and stretch over fourteen
thousand years, from the paleolithic
hunter-gatherer collapse of the 12th
millennium BC to the 15th century AD
fall of the Khmer capital at Angkor.
Together, the studies constitute a
primary sourcebook in which principal
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investigators in archaeology and
paleoclimatology present their original
research. Each case study juxtaposes
the latest paleoclimatic evidence of a
megadrought (so-called for its severity
and its decades to centuries-long
duration) with available archaeological
records of synchronous societal collapse.
The megadrought data are derived from
all five archival paleoclimate proxy
sources: lake, marine, and glacial cores,
speleothems (cave stalagmites), and
tree rings. The archaeological records in
each case are the most recently
retrieved. The editor derives two
arguments from the discussions in the
volume: (1) Societal collapse would not
have occurred without megadrought.
Attendant social disruptions may have
been present in some instances.
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Nonetheless, megadrought rendered
agriculture-based societies
unsustainable in different regions,
periods, and levels of social complexity,
from simple foraging to vast empires. (2)
A set of adaptive responses can be
observed across the nine cases:
adaptive collapse in the face of
insurmountable megadrought, region-
wide and settlement abandonment, and
habitat tracking to sustainable
agricultural environments. The evidence
points to a paradigm shift: the insertion
of another major force, natural climate
variability-megadrought-into the global
historical record.

Collapse

How Societies Choose to Fail or



Survive Penguin UK

From the author of Guns, Germs and
Steel, Jared Diamond's Collapse: How
Societies Choose to Fail or Survive is a
visionary study of the mysterious
downfall of past civilizations. Now in a
revised edition with a new afterword,
Jared Diamond's Collapse uncovers the
secret behind why some societies
flourish, while others founder - and what
this means for our future. What
happened to the people who made the
forlorn long-abandoned statues of Easter
Island? What happened to the architects
of the crumbling Maya pyramids? Will we
go the same way, our skyscrapers one
day standing derelict and overgrown like
the temples at Angkor Wat? Bringing
together new evidence from a startling
range of sources and piecing together
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the myriad influences, from climate to
culture, that make societies self-
destruct, Jared Diamond's Collapse also
shows how - unlike our ancestors - we
can benefit from our knowledge of the
past and learn to be survivors. 'A grand
sweep from a master storyteller of the
human race' - Daily Mail 'Riveting,
superb, terrifying' - Observer 'Gripping ...
the book fulfils its huge ambition, and
Diamond is the only man who could have
written it' - Economis 'This book shines
like all Diamond's work' - Sunday Times

Archaeology from Space

How the Future Shapes Our Past
Henry Holt and Company

National Geographic Explorer and TED
Prize-winner Dr. Sarah Parcak welcomes
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you to the exciting new world of space
archaeology, a growing field that is
sparking extraordinary discoveries from
ancient civilizations across the globe. In
Archaeology from Space, Sarah Parcak
shows the evolution, major discoveries,
and future potential of the young field of
satellite archaeology. From surprise
advancements after the declassification
of spy photography, to a new map of the
mythical Egyptian city of Tanis, she
shares her field’s biggest discoveries,
revealing why space archaeology is not
only exciting, but urgently essential to
the preservation of the world’s ancient
treasures. Parcak has worked in twelve
countries and four continents, using
multispectral and high-resolution
satellite imagery to identify thousands of
previously unknown settlements, roads,

25

fortresses, palaces, tombs, and even
potential pyramids. From there, her
stories take us back in time and across
borders, into the day-to-day lives of
ancient humans whose traits and genes
we share. And she shows us that if we
heed the lessons of the past, we can
shape a vibrant future. Includes
[llustrations

1177 B.C. (eGalley)

The Year Civilization Collapsed
Babylon

Mesopotamia and the Birth of
Civilization Macmillan

Civilization was born eight thousand
years ago, between the floodplains of
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the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, when
migrants from the surrounding
mountains and deserts began to create
increasingly sophisticated wurban
societies. In the cities that they built,
half of human history took place. In
Babylon, Paul Kriwaczek tells the story of
Mesopotamia from the earliest
settlements seven thousand years ago
to the eclipse of Babylon in the sixth
century BCE. Bringing the people of this
land to life in vibrant detail, the author
chronicles the rise and fall of power
during this period and explores the
political and social systems, as well as
the technical and cultural innovations,
which made this land extraordinary. At
the heart of this book is the story of
Babylon, which rose to prominence
under the Amorite king Hammurabi from

about 1800 BCE. Even as Babylon's
fortunes waxed and waned, it never lost
its allure as the ancient world's greatest
city. Engaging and compelling, Babylon
reveals the splendor of the ancient world
that laid the foundation for civilization
itself.

Forgotten Peoples of the Ancient
World Thames & Hudson

A chronicle of forty forgotten ancient
civilizations which highlights the
important contributions that each has
made to modern society. The ancient
world of the Mediterranean and the Near
East saw the birth and collapse of great
civilizations. While several of these are
well known, for all those that have been
recorded, many have been unjustly
forgotten. Our history is overflowing with
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different cultures that have all evolved
over time, sometimes dissolving or
reforming, though ultimately shaping the
way we continue to live. But for every
culture that has been remembered, what
have we forgotten? This thorough guide
explores those civilizations that have
faded from the pages of our textbooks
but played a significant role in the
development of modern society.
Forgotten Peoples of the Ancient World
covers the Hyksos to the Hephthalites
and everyone in between, providing a
unique overview of humanity’s history
from approximately 3000 BCE-550 CE. A
wide range of illustrated artifacts and
artworks, as well as specially drawn
maps, help to tell the stories of forty lost
peoples and allow readers to take a
direct look into the past. Each entry
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exposes a diverse culture, highlighting
their important contributions and
committing their achievements to paper.
Forgotten Peoples of the Ancient World
is an immersive, thought-provoking, and
entertaining book for anyone interested
in ancient history.

The End Is Always Near

Apocalyptic Moments, from the
Bronze Age Collapse to Nuclear
Near Misses HarperCollins

Now a New York Times Bestseller. The
creator of the wildly popular award-
winning podcast Hardcore History looks
at some of the apocalyptic moments
from the past as a way to frame the
challenges of the future. Do tough times
create tougher people? Can humanity



handle the power of its weapons without
destroying itself? Will human technology
or capabilities ever peak or regress? No
one knows the answers to such
guestions, but no one asks them in a
more interesting way than Dan Carlin. In
The End is Always Near, Dan Carlin looks
at questions and historical events that
force us to consider what sounds like
fantasy; that we might suffer the same
fate that all previous eras did. Will our
world ever become a ruin for future
archaeologists to dig up and explore?
The questions themselves are both
philosophical and like something out of
The Twilight Zone. Combining his
trademark mix of storytelling, history
and weirdness Dan Carlin connects the
past and future in fascinating and
colorful ways. At the same time the
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questions he asks us to consider involve
the most important issue imaginable:
human survival. From the collapse of the
Bronze Age to the challenges of the
nuclear era the issue has hung over
humanity like a persistent Sword of
Damocles. Inspired by his podcast, The
End is Always Near challenges the way
we look at the past and ourselves. In this
absorbing compendium, Carlin embarks
on a whole new set of stories and major
cliffhrangers that will keep readers
enthralled. Idiosyncratic and erudite,
offbeat yet profound, The End is Always
Near examines issues that are rarely
presented, and makes the past
immediately relevant to our very
turbulent present.

The Sea Peoples
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The Mysterious Nomads Who
Ushered in the Iron Age

*Includes pictures *Includes ancient
accounts of the Sea Peoples *Discusses
theories about the Sea Peoples' origins
*Includes a bibliography for further
reading "The [Egyptian] charioteers were
warriors...and all good officers, ready of
hand. Their horses were quivering in
their every limb, ready to crush the
[foreign] countries under their
feet...Those who reached my boundary,
their seed is not; their heart and soul are
finished forever and ever." An
inscription made during the reign of
Ramesses Il When scholars look at the
passage of history, certain epochs and
transitions to new periods tend to stand
out. The transition from the early
modern to the Industrial Age in the late

29

18th century and the collapse of the
Roman Empire are two of the more well
known, but the transition from the
Bronze to the Iron Age during the late
13th and early 12th centuries BCE
arguably changed the structure and
course of world history more
fundamentally than any period before or
since. During this period, numerous
wealthy and enduring kingdoms of the
eastern Mediterranean Sea region
collapsed, and new ones rose in their
places. At the center of this period of
turmoil was a group of people known
today as the Sea Peoples, the English
translation of the name given to them by
the Egyptians. Despite their prominent
role in history, however, the Sea Peoples
remain as mysterious as they were
influential, while the Egyptians



documented their presence and the wars
against them, it has never been clear
exactly where the Sea Peoples
originated from, or what compelled them
to invade various parts of the region with
massive numbers. Whatever the reason,
the Sea Peoples posed an existential
threat to the people already living in the
region, as noted by an Egyptian
inscription: "The foreign countries (i.e.
Sea Peoples) made a conspiracy in their
islands. All at once the lands were
removed and scattered in the fray. No
land could stand before their arms: from
Hatti, Qode, Carchemish, Arzawa and
Alashiya on, being cut off (i.e. destroyed)
at one time. A camp was set up in
Amurru. They desolated its people, and
its land was like that which has never
come into being. They were coming

30

forward toward Egypt, while the flame
was prepared before them. Their
confederation was the Peleset, Tjeker,
Shekelesh, Denyen and Weshesh, lands
united. They laid their hands upon the
land as far as the circuit of the earth,
their hearts confident and trusting: 'Our
plans will succeed!"" As with any
historical matter from the ancient world,
the sources can be a problem. The
ancient Egyptians recorded their
interactions with the Sea Peoples in both
written texts and in pictorial reliefs and
thus provide the most complete
contemporary description of them, but
the nature of ancient Egyptian
historiography was quite different than
the modern concept, so the sources
cannot be considered entirely reliable.
Later Greek sources, both
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historiographical and mythological, can
help fill in some more details, but those
sources are suspect because they were
written several centuries after the
emergence of the Sea Peoples. Modern
archaeology is beneficial in determining
how people lived and possibly where
they moved, but there are also problems
when one relies too much on
archaeological data because the dating
of material culture is not an exact
science. Finally, linguistic evidence is
often employed to determine the
geographic origins and eventual landing
points of many of the Sea Peoples, but
confusion often arises if a group's
demonym refers specifically to their
place of origin or final home. Naturally,
the mystery surrounding the Sea Peoples
has led to all kinds of theories aiming to

31

identify them. While plenty of theories
are plausible, there are other fanciful
theories that have attempted to
associate the Sea Peoples with the
Atlantic Ocean and even Troy.

The Rise of Coptic

Egyptian Versus Greek in Late
Antiquity Princeton University Press

Coptic emerged as the written form of
the Egyptian language in the third
century, when Greek was still the official
language in Egypt. By the time of the
Arab conquest of Egypt in 641, Coptic
had almost achieved official status, but
only after an unusually prolonged period
of stagnation. Jean-Luc Fournet traces
this complex history, showing how the
rise of Coptic took place amid profound



cultural, religious, and political changes
in late antiquity. For some three hundred
years after its introduction into the
written culture of Egypt, Coptic was
limited to biblical translation and private
and monastic correspondence, while
Greek retained its monopoly on
administrative, legal, and literary
writing. This changed during the sixth
century, when Coptic began to penetrate
domains that were once closed to it,
such as literature, liturgy, regulated
transactions between individuals, and
communications between the state and
its subjects. Fournet examines the
reasons for Coptic's late development as
a competing language—which was unlike
what happened with other vernacular
languages in Near Eastern Greek-
speaking societies—and explains why
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Coptic eventually succeeded in being
recognized with Greek as an official
language. Incisively written and rich with
insights, The Rise of Coptic draws on a
wealth of archival evidence to shed new
light on the role of monasticism in the
growing use of Coptic before the Arab
conquest.

Sailing the Wine-dark Sea

International Trade and the Late
Bronze Age Aegean British
Archaeological Reports Limited

This book looks at the 942 artifacts of
foreign origin - from Anatolia, Cyprus,
Egypt, Italy, Mesopotamia, and Syro-
Palestine - which have been found in the
late Bronze Age Aegean area. These
objects represent the only group of
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material in the LBA Aegean that has not
disintegrated or disappeared, and as
such are unique in providing information
about the complex trade networks of the
period. Begining with a discussion of
trade and transactions in the LBA, Cline
then examines the literary and pictorial
evidence for international trade and
presents a full catalogue of objects with
description, origin, and bibliographic
references. Three appendices include
information on raw materials,
problematic objects, and disputed
contexts. This information provides a
useful database for those studying
Aegean and Mediterranean trade.

The Hattian and Hittite Civilizations

Ancient Empires

33

From Mesopotamia to the Rise of
Islam Cambridge University Press
"Ancient Empires is a relatively brief yet
comprehensive and even-handed
overview of the ancient Near East, the
Mediterranean, and Europe, including
the Greco-Roman world, Late Antiquity,
and the early Muslin period. The book
emphasizes the central, if problematic,
connection between political and
ideological power in both empire-
formation and resistance. By defining
the ancient world as a period strectching
from the Bronze Age into the early
Muslim world, it is broader in scope than
competing books; yet at the same time
its tight thematic concentration keeps
the narrative engagingly focused"--

The Storm Before the Storm



The Beginning of the End of the
Roman Republic PublicAffairs

The creator of the award-winning
podcast series The History of Rome and
Revolutions brings to life the bloody
battles, political machinations, and
human drama that set the stage for the
fall of the Roman Republic. The Roman
Republic was one of the most
remarkable achievements in the history
of civilization. Beginning as a small city-
state in central Italy, Rome gradually
expanded into a wider world filled with
petty tyrants, barbarian chieftains, and
despotic kings. Through the centuries,
Rome's model of cooperative and
participatory government remained
remarkably durable and unmatched in
the history of the ancient world. In 146
BC, Rome finally emerged as the
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strongest power in the Mediterranean.
But the very success of the Republic
proved to be its undoing. The republican
system was unable to cope with the vast
empire Rome now ruled: rising economic
inequality disrupted traditional ways of
life, endemic social and ethnic prejudice
led to clashes over citizenship and voting
rights, and rampant corruption and
ruthless ambition sparked violent
political clashes that cracked the once
indestructible foundations of the
Republic. Chronicling the years 146-78
BC, The Storm Before the Storm dives
headlong into the first generation to face
this treacherous new political
environment. Abandoning the ancient
principles of their forbearers, men like
Marius, Sulla, and the Gracchi brothers
set dangerous new precedents that
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would start the Republic on the road to
destruction and provide a stark warning
about what can happen to a civilization
that has lost its way.

A Little History of Archaeology Yale
University Press

The thrilling history of archaeological
adventure, with tales of danger, debate,
audacious explorers, and astonishing
discoveries around the globe What is
archaeology? The word may bring to
mind images of golden pharaohs and
lost civilizations, or Neanderthal skulls
and Ice Age cave art. Archaeology is all
of these, but also far more: the only
science to encompass the entire span of
human history—more than three million
years! This Little History tells the riveting
stories of some of the great
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archaeologists and their amazing
discoveries around the globe: ancient
Egyptian tombs, Mayan ruins, the first
colonial settlements at Jamestown,
mysterious Stonehenge, the incredibly
preserved Pompeii, and many, many
more. In forty brief, exciting chapters,
the book recounts archaeology’s
development from its eighteenth-century
origins to its  twenty-first-century
technological advances, including
remote sensing capabilities and satellite
imagery techniques that have
revolutionized the field. Shining light on
the most intriguing events in the history
of the field, this absolutely up-to-date
book illuminates archaeology’s
controversies, discoveries, heroes and
scoundrels, global sites, and newest
methods for curious readers of every



age.

The Routledge Handbook of Disaster
Risk Reduction Including Climate
Change Adaptation Routledge

The Routledge Handbook of Disaster
Risk Reduction Including Climate Change
Adaptation aims to provide an overview
and critique of the current state of
knowledge, policy, and practice,
encouraging engagement, and reflection
on bringing the two sectors together.
This long-awaited and welcomed volume
makes a compelling case that a common
research agenda and a series of practical
policies and policy recommendations can
and should be put in place. Over 40
contributions explore DRR including CCA
in five parts. The first part presents and
interrogates much of the typical
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vocabulary seen in DRR including CCA,
not only pointing out the useful and not-
so-useful dimensions, but also providing
alternatives and positive examples. The
second part explains how to move
forward creating and supporting positive
crossovers and connections, while the
third one explores some aspects of
multi-dimensional approaches to
knowing and understanding. The fourth
part argues for a balanced approach to
governance, taking both governmental
and non-governmental governance, as
well as different scales of governance,
into consideration. The final part of the
Handbook emphasises DRR including
CCA as an investment, rather than a
cost, and connects its further
implementation with livelihoods of
people around the world. This handbook
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highlights the connections amongst the
processes of dealing with disasters and
dealing with climate change. It
demonstrates how little climate change
brings which is new and emphasises the
strengths of placing climate change
within wider contexts in order to draw on
all our strengths while overcoming
limitations with specialities. It will prove
to be a valuable guide for graduate and
advanced undergraduate students,
academics, policy makers, and
practitioners with an interest in disaster
risk reduction and climate change.

Masada
From Jewish Revolt to Modern Myth

Princeton University Press
The dramatic story of the last stand of a
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group of Jewish rebels who held out
against the Roman Empire, as revealed
by the archaeology of its famous site
Two thousand years ago, 967 Jewish
men, women, and children—the last
holdouts of the revolt against Rome
following the fall of Jerusalem and the
destruction of the Second
Temple—reportedly took their own lives
rather than surrender to the Roman
army. This dramatic event, which took
place on top of Masada, a barren and
windswept mountain overlooking the
Dead Sea, spawned a powerful story of
Jewish resistance that came to symbolize
the embattled modern State of Israel.
Incorporating the Ilatest findings, Jodi
Magness, an archaeologist who has
excavated at Masada, explains what
happened there—and what it has come



to mean since. Featuring numerous
illustrations, this is an engaging
exploration of an ancient story that
continues to grip the imagination today.

A Thousand Small Sanities

The Moral Adventure of Liberalism
Basic Books

A stirring defense of liberalism against
the dogmatisms of our time from an
award-winning and New York Times
bestselling author. Not since the early
twentieth century has liberalism, and
liberals, been under such relentless
attack, from both right and left. The
crisis of democracy in our era has
produced a crisis of faith in liberal
institutions and, even worse, in liberal
thought. A Thousand Small Sanities is a
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manifesto rooted in the lives of people
who invented and extended the liberal
tradition. Taking us from Montaigne to
Mill, and from Middlemarch to the civil
rights movement, Adam Gopnik argues
that liberalism is not a form of centrism,
nor simply another word for free
markets, nor merely a term denoting a
set of rights. It is something far more
ambitious: the search for radical change
by humane measures. Gopnik shows us
why liberalism is one of the great moral
adventures in human history -- and why,
in an age of autocracy, our lives may
depend on its continuation.

Understanding Collapse Cambridge
University Press

In this lively survey, Guy D. Middleton
critically examines our ideas about
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collapse - how we explain it and how we
have constructed potentially misleading
myths around collapses - showing how
and why collapse of societies was a
much more complex phenomenon than
is often admitted.

After the Ice

A Global Human History,
20,000-5000 BC Harvard University
Press

Brings to life fifteen thousand years of
human history in a study that follows an
imaginary modern traveler who visits
and observes prehistoric communities
and landscapes that laid the foundations
of the modern world.

A History of Ancient Greece
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Frankenstein: Lost Souls

Why Did Ancient Civilizations Fail?
Routledge

Ideas abound as to why certain complex
societies collapsed in the past, including
environmental change, subsistence
failure, fluctuating social structure and
lack of adaptability. Why Did Ancient
Civilizations Fail? evaluates the current
theories in this important topic and
discusses why they offer only partial
explanations of the failure of past
civilizations. This engaging book offers a
new theory of collapse, that of social
hubris. Through an examination of
Mesopotamian, Egyptian, Roman, Maya,
Inca, and Aztec societies, Johnson
persuasively argues that hubris blinded
many ancient peoples to evidence that
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would have allowed them to adapt, and
he further considers how this has
implications for contemporary societies.
Comprehensive and well-written, this
volume serves as an ideal text for
undergraduate courses on ancient
complex societies, as well as appealing
to the scholar interested in societal
collapse.

Why the West Rules - For Now

The Patterns of History, and What
They Reveal About the Future
McClelland & Stewart

Why does the West rule? In this magnum
opus, eminent Stanford polymath lan
Morris answers this provocative
question, drawing on 50,000 years of
history, archeology, and the methods of

social science, to make sense of when,
how, and why the paths of development
differed in the East and West — and
what this portends for the 21st century.
There are two broad schools of thought
on why the West rules. Proponents of
"Long-Term Lock-In" theories such as
Jared Diamond suggest that from time
immemorial, some critical factor —
geography, climate, or culture perhaps
— made East and West unalterably
different, and determined that the
industrial revolution would happen in the
West and push it further ahead of the
East. But the East led the West between
500 and 1600, so this development can't
have been inevitable; and so proponents
of "Short-Term Accident" theories argue
that Western rule was a temporary
aberration that is now coming to an end,
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with Japan, China, and India resuming
their rightful places on the world stage.
However, as the West led for 9,000 of
the previous 10,000 years, it wasn't just
a temporary aberration. So, if we want to
know why the West rules, we need a
whole new theory. lan Morris, boldly
entering the turf of Jared Diamond and
Niall Ferguson, provides the broader
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approach that is necessary, combining
the textual historian's focus on context,
the anthropological archaeologist's
awareness of the deep past, and the
social scientist's comparative methods
to make sense of the past, present, and
future — in a way no one has ever done
before.



