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Mara Dyer Simon and
Schuster

"Mara Dyer continues
to unravel the mystery
of her powers and her
relationship  with
Noah"--

The Unbecoming of
Mara Dyer Simon and
Schuster
Seventeen-year-old
Mara cannot remember
the accident that took
the lives of three of her
friends, but after
moving from Rhode
Island to Florida,
finding love with Noah,
and more deaths, she
realizes that
uncovering something
buried in her memory
might save her family
and her future.

The Mara Dyer
Trilogy Simon &
Schuster Books for
Young Readers

Experience the spine-
tingling, bone-chilling,

New York Times
bestselling Mara Dyer
trilogy, now available
in one collectible
boxed set. Mara cannot
remember anything
about the night her
friends died. All she
knows is what she’s
been told: they went to
an abandoned asylum,
the building collapsed,
and only Mara
survived. Two months
later, Mara is eager to
move forward with her
life in a new town, but
that's easier said than
done. A boy at school
named Noah Shaw
seems to know more
about Mara’'s tragic
past than she does.
And to make matters
worse, Mara is
beginning to see
people and things that
can’t possibly be there.
Or can they? When
Mara goes searching
for answers, she
discovers a secret
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about herself that is
most unbecoming. A
secret that promises a

future full of
destruction, pain, love,
evolution, and,

ultimately, retribution.
This paperback boxed
set includes The
Unbecoming of Mara
Dyer, The Evolution of
Mara Dyer, and The
Retribution of Mara
Dyer.

The Retribution of
Mara Dyer Simon and
Schuster

It had to end
sometime, but Mara
had no idea it would
end like this.
Experience the mind-
blowing conclusion to
the New York Times
bestselling Mara Dyer
trilogy. Mara Dyer
wants to believe
there's more to the lies
she’s been told. There
is. She doesn’t stop to
think about where her

quest for the truth
might lead. She should.
She never had to
imagine how far she
would go for
vengeance. She will
now. Loyalties are
betrayed, guilt and
innocence tangle, and
fate and chance collide

in this shocking
conclusion to Mara
Dyer’s story.

Retribution has arrived.

The Evolution of
Mara Dyer

In this gripping sequel
to "The Unbecoming of
Mara Dyer," the truth
evolves and choices
prove deadly. What will
become of Mara Dyer
next?

The Becoming of
Noah Shaw Simon
and Schuster

In the first book of the
Shaw Confessions, the
companion series to
the New York Times



bestselling Mara Dyer
novels, old skeletons
are laid bare and new
promises prove deadly.
This is what happens
after happily ever
after. Everyone thinks
seventeen-year-old
Noah Shaw has the
world on a string.
They're wrong. Mara
Dyer is the only one he
trusts with his secrets
and his future. He
shouldn’t. And both are
scared that uncovering
the truth about
themselves will force
them apart. They're
right.

The Reckoning of
Noah Shaw Simon
and Schuster

In this sequel to The
Becoming of Noah
Shaw, the companion
series to the New York
Times bestselling Mara
Dyer novels, legacies
are revealed, lies are
unraveled, and old
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alliances are forged.
Noah’s reckoning is
here. Noah Shaw wants
nothing more than to
escape the
consequences of his
choices. He can’t. He's
sure the memories that
haunt him are merely
proof of a broken
heart. They aren’t. He
thinks he can move
forward without first
confronting his past.
He's wrong.

The Retribution of
Mara Dyer Simon and
Schuster

"Loyalties are
betrayed, guilt and
innocence tangle, and
fate and chance collide
in this ... conclusion to
Mara Dyer's story"--

The Storm of Life
Penguin

The sumptuous and
powerful conclusion to
the gender-fluid duet
begun by The Brilliant
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Death, hailed in a
starred review by
Kirkus as "a delicious
and magical intrigue
too tempting not to
devour." By turns
thrilling, witty, and
heartbreaking, this
dramatic conclusion to
the Brilliant Death duet
transports us to a
Vinalia on the verge of
transformation and
radiates with the
electric power of love.
With her power over
magic finally in hand,
and her love for Cielo
at last confessed,
Teodora di Sangro
should be on top of the
world. But the country
of Vinalia is in chaos as
the dictator like Capo
threatens to plunge
them all into war and
capture every strega in
the land--including Teo
and Cielo. Teo knows
she can't take down
the Capo alone. She
must convince a small
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band of streghe who
have been hiding in
plain sight to join her in
the cause. But as she
struggles to bring them
together, she discovers
a far deadlier enemy
than the Capo has
been hunting her all
along. Now everyone--
especially Cielo--is in
danger. What lengths
will Teo go to in order
to unite her country
and save the one she
loves?

Choker Simon and
Schuster

Sixteen-year-old Cara
Lange has always been
a loner, even more so
since she moved away
from her best and only
friend, Zoe, a few
years ago. Cara mostly
spends her time
avoiding the popular
girls who call her
‘choker' after a
humiliating incident in
the cafeteria, and



watching Ethan Gray
from a distance,
wishing he would
finally notice her. Then
one day Cara comes
home and finds Zoe
waiting for her. Zoe's
on the run from
problems at home, and
Cara agrees to help her
hide. With Zoe back,
Cara's life changes
overnight. Zoe gives
her a new look and
new confidence, and
before she can blink,
Cara is flirting with
Ethan and getting
invited to parties. And
best of all, she has her
best friend to confide
in again. But just as
quickly as Cara's life
came together, it starts
to unravel. A girl goes
missing in her town,
and everyone is a
suspect ~ including
Ethan. Worse still, Zoe
starts behaving very
strangely, and Cara
begins to wonder what
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exactly her friend does
all day when she's at
school. You're
supposed to be able to
trust your best friend
no matter what, but
what if she turns into a
total stranger?

The Retribution of
Mara Dyer

Mara Dyer wants to
believe there's more to
the lies she's been
told. There is. She
doesn't stop to think
about where her quest
for the truth might
lead. She should. She
never had to imagine
how far she would go
for vengeance. She will
now. Loyalties

The Last
Confessions of Mara
Dyer and Noah Shaw
Simon & Schuster
Children's

The third book in this
chilling new series
from Michelle Hodkin,

12

The Evolution Of Mara Dyer

2022-12-19



The Evolution Of Mara Dyer

13

author of the New York
Times bestselling Mara
Dyer trilogy!

Breathing Room
Macmillan

In 1940, thirteen-year-
old Evvy Hoffmeister
and her newfound
friends struggle to get
well at Loon Lake
Sanatorium, where
they are being treated
for tuberculosis.

Drowning Instinct
Carolrhoda Lab ®

There are stories
where the girl gets her
prince, and they live
happily ever after.
(This is not one of
those stories.) Jenna
Lord's first sixteen
years were not exactly
a fairy tale. Her father
is a controlling psycho
and her mother is a
drunk. She used to
count on her older
brother—until he
shipped off to Irag. And
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then, of course, there
was the time she
almost died in a fire.
There are stories
where the monster
gets the girl, and
everyone cries for his
innocent victim. (This
is not one of those
stories either.) Mitch
Anderson is many
things: A dedicated
teacher and coach. A
caring husband. A man
with a
certain...magnetism.
And there are stories
where it's hard to be
sure who's a prince
and who's a monster,
who is a victim and
who should live happily
ever after. (These are
the most interesting
stories of all.)
Drowning Instinct is a
novel of pain,
deception, desperation,
and love against the
odds—and the rules.

The Eternal Ones



Penguin

Haven Moore can't
control her visions of a
past with a boy called
Ethan and a life in New
York that ended in fiery
tragedy. In our
present, she designs
beautiful dresses for
her classmates with
her best friend Beau.
Dressmaking keeps her
sane, since she lives
with her widowed and
heartbroken mother in
her tyrannical
grandmother's house
in Snope City, a tiny
town in Tennessee.
Then an impossible
group of coincidences
conspire to force her to
flee to New York, to
discover who she is,
and who she was. In
New York, Haven
meets lain Morrow and
is swept into an epic
love affair that feels
both deeply fated and
terribly dangerous. lain
is suspected of
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murdering a rock star
and Haven wonders,
could he have
murdered her in a past
life? She visits the
Ouroboros Society and
discovers a murky
world of reincarnation
that stretches across
millennia. Haven must
discover the secrets
hidden in her past
lives, and loves, before
all is lost and the cycle
begins again.

Court of Lions
Flatiron Books

Court of Lions is the
long-awaited second
and final installment in
the “smart, sexy, and
devilishly clever”
Mirage series by
Somaiya Daud (Renée

Ahdieh, New York
Times bestselling
author of The

Beautiful)! On a planet
on the brink of
revolution, Amani has
been forced into
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isolation. She’s been
torn from the boy she
loves and has given up
contact with her fellow
rebels to protect her
family. In taking risks
for the rebel cause,
Amani may have lost
Maram’s trust forever.
But the princess is
more complex than she
seems, and now Amani
is once more at her
capricious nature. One
wrong move could see
her executed for high
treason. On the eve of
Maram’s marriage to
Idris comes an
unexpected proposal:
in exchange for taking
her place in the
festivities, Maram will
keep Amani’'s rebel
associations a secret.
Alone and desperate,
Amani is thrust into the
center of the court,
navigating the
dangerous factions on
the princess's behalf.
But the court is not
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what she expects. As a
risky plan grows in her
mind, and with the
rebels poised to make
their stand, Amani
begins to believe her
world might have a
future. But every
choice she makes
comes with a cost. Can
Amani risk the ones
she loves the most for
a war she's not sure
she can win?

Her Dark Curiosity
Harper Collins

Inspired by The
Strange Case of Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,
this tantalizing sequel
to Megan Shepherd's
gothic suspense novel
The Madman's
Daughter explores the
hidden natures of
those we love and how
far we'll go to save
them from themselves.
Perfect for fans of
Libba Bray. Back in
London after her trip to



Dr. Moreau's horrific
island, Juliet s
rebuilding the life she
once knew and trying
to forget her father's
legacy. But soon it's
clear that someone—or
something—hasn't
forgotten her, as
people close to Juliet
start falling victim to a
murderer who leaves a
macabre calling card of
three clawlike slashes.
Has one of her father's
creations also escaped
the island? As Juliet
strives to stop a killer
while searching for a
serum to cure her own
worsening illness, she
finds herself once more
in a world of scandal
and danger. Her heart
torn in two, her past
bubbling to the
surface, and her life
threatened by an
obsessive killer—Juliet
will be lucky to escape
alive.
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The Becoming of
Noah Shaw Simon &
Schuster Children's

In the first book of the
Shaw Confessions, the
companion series to
the New York Times
bestselling Mara Dyer
novels, old skeletons
are laid bare and new
promises prove deadly.
This is what happens
after happily ever
after. Everyone thinks
seventeen-year-old
Noah Shaw has the
world on a string.
They're wrong. Mara
Dyer is the only one he
trusts with his secrets
and his future. He
shouldn't. And both are
scared that uncovering
the truth about
themselves will force
them apart. They're
right. From the New
York Times bestselling
author of the Mara
Dyer Trilogy comes a
chilling new series told
from the perspective of
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Noah Shaw.

Tiger's Dream

A tiger left behind. A
goddess in need of an
ally. Stranded in a time
and place he never
wished for, Kishan
Rajaram struggles to
forget the girl he loves
and the brother who
stole her away as he
fulfills his divine role -
that of assisting the
beautiful yet extremely
irritable goddess
Durga. When the wily
shaman Phet appears
and tells Kishan that
Kelsey needs him, he
jumps at the chance to
see her again, but in
saving Kelsey, he
discovers that the
curse he thought was
over is only just
beginning. With the
power of the goddess
hanging in the balance,
Kishan must sacrifice
the unthinkable to fight
the dark forces swirling
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around the woman he's
charged to defend.
kokoskokskokskokokok ko kok >k Praise
for the Tigers Curse
series 'A sweet
romance and heart-
pounding adventure . .
Tiger's Curse is
magical! Becca
Fitzpatrick, New York
Times best-selling
author 'Epic, grand
adventure rolled into a
sweeping love story' -
Sophie Jordan 'Part
Indiana Jones and part
fairy tale' - Booklist

Demonglass: A Hex
Hall Novel Little,
Brown Books for Young
Readers

Sophie Mercer thought
she was a witch. That
was the whole reason
she was sent to Hex
Hall, a reform school
for delinquent
Prodigium (aka
witches, shapeshifters,
and fairies). But that
was before she



discovered the family
secret, and that her
hot crush, Archer
Cross, is an agent for
The Eye, a group bent
on wiping Prodigium off
the face of the earth.

The Reckoning of
Noah Shaw Simon &
Schuster Children's

Noah Shaw's
confessions continue in
the second book in the
New York Times
bestselling companion
series to Michelle
Hodkin's Mara Dyer
trilogy! Noah Shaw
doesn't think he needs
his father's inheritance.
He does. Noah believes
there's something off
about the suicides in
his visions. There is.
Noah is convinced that
he knows the real Mara
Dyer. He does not.
Everyone thought the
nightmare had ended
with Mara Dyer's
memoirs, but it was
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only the beginning. As
old skeletons are laid
bare, alliances will be
tested, hearts will be
broken, and no one will
be left unscarred. Let
the confessions begin.

Pulled Under Simon
and Schuster

"A romance blooms
between surfer girl Izzy
and city boy Ben in a
small island town as
the two try to figure
out if their love affair is
more than a summer
fling"--

Green Angel
Scholastic Inc.

Alice Hoffman is at her
magical best in a new
novel about loss and
healing. When her
family is lost in a
terrible disaster, 15-yr-
old Green is haunted
by loss and by the
past. Struggling to
survive physically and
emotionally in a place
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where nothing seems
to grow and ashes are
everywhere, Green
retreats into the ruined
realm of her garden.
But in destroying her
feelings, she also
begins to destroy
herself, erasing the girl
she'd once been as she
inks ravens into her
skin. It is only through
a series of mysterious
encounters -- with a
ghostly white dog and
a mute boy -- that
Green relearns the
lessons of love and
begins to heal as she
tells her own story.

The Complete Shaw
Confessions Simon &
Schuster Books for
Young Readers

The bone-chilling, New
York Times bestselling
companion series to
the Mara Dyer novels,
The Shaw Confessions,
is now available in a
complete boxed set!
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Noah Shaw doesn’t
think he needs his
father’s inheritance. He
does. Noah believes
there’'s something off
about the suicides in
his visions. There is.
Noah is convinced that
he knows the real Mara
Dyer. He doesn’t.
Everyone thought the
nightmare had ended
with Mara Dyer’s
memoirs, but it was
only the beginning. As
old skeletons are laid
bare, alliances will be
tested, hearts will be
broken, and no one will
be left unscarred. Let
the confessions begin.
This hardcover boxed
set includes: The
Becoming of Noah
Shaw The Reckoning of
Noah Shaw The Last
Confessions of Mara
Dyer and Noah Shaw

The Reckoning of
Noah Shaw Shaw
Confessions



Windy City Magic,
Book 1: The Best
Kind of Magic Little,
Brown Books for Young
Readers

Amber Sand is not a
witch. The Sand family
Wicca gene somehow
leapfrogged over her.
But she did get one
highly specific magical
talent: she can see
true love. As a
matchmaker, Amber's
pretty far down the
sorcery food chain
(even birthday party
magicians rank higher),
but after five seconds
of eye contact, she can
envision anyone's soul
mate. Amber works at
her mother's magic
shop--Windy City
Magic--in downtown
Chicago, and she's
confident she's seen
every kind of happy
ending there is: except
for one--her own. (The
Fates are tricky jerks
that way.) So when
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Charlie Blitzman, the
mayor's son and most-
desired boy in school,
comes to her for help
finding his father's
missing girlfriend, she's
distressed to find
herself falling for him.
Because while she
can't see her own
match, she can see his-
-and it's not Amber.
How can she, an
honest peddler of true
love, pursue a boy she
knows full well isn't her
match? The Best Kind
of Magic is set in urban
Chicago and will
appeal to readers who
long for magic in the
real world. With a
sharp-witted and sassy
heroine, a quirky cast
of mystical beings, and
a heady dose of
adventure, this novel
will have you laughing
out loud and
questioning your belief
in happy endings.
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Mirage Flatiron Books
“A refreshing and
unique coming-of-age
story...a beautiful and
necessary meditation
on finding strength in
one’s culture.”
—Entertainment

Weekly, Top Pick of the
Month “A YA marvel
that will shock breath
into your lungs. If you
loved The Wrath and
the Dawn and Children
of Blood and Bone,
Mirage will captivate
you.” —The Christian
Science Monitor “This
debut fantasy has what
it takes to be the next

big thing in sci-
fi/fantasy.” —SL,
starred review
“Immersive,

captivating.” —ALA

Booklist, starred review
In a world dominated
by the brutal Vathek
empire, eighteen-year-
old Amani is a
dreamer. She dreams
of what life was like
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before the occupation;
she dreams of writing
poetry like the old-
world poems she
adores; she dreams of
receiving a sign from
Dihya that one day,
she, too, will have
adventure, and travel
beyond her isolated
home. But when
adventure comes for
Amani, it is not what
she expects: she is
kidnapped by the
regime and taken in
secret to the royal
palace, where she
discovers that she is
nearly identical to the
cruel half-Vathek
Princess Maram. The
princess is so hated by
her conquered people
that she requires a
body double, someone
to appear in public as
Maram, ready to die in
her place. As Amani is
forced into her new
role, she can’t help but
enjoy the palace’s



beauty—and her time
with the princess’
fiancé, Idris. But the
glitter of the royal
court belies a world of
violence and fear. If
Amani ever wishes to
see her family again,
she must play the
princess to
perfection...because
one wrong move could
lead to her death.

Resurrection Girls
Albert Whitman &
Company

Olivia Foster hasn't felt
alive since her little
brother drowned in the
backyard pool three
years ago. Then Kara
Hallas moves in across
the street with her
mother and
grandmother, and
Olivia is immediately
drawn to these three
generations of women.
Kara is particularly
intoxicating, so much
so that Olivia not only
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comes to accept Kara's
morbid habit of writing
to men on death row,
she helps her do it.
They sign their letters
as the Resurrection
Girls.But as Kara’s
friendship pulls Olivia
out of the dark fog
she’s been living in,
Olivia realizes that a
different kind of
darkness taints the
otherwise lively Hallas
women—an impulse
that is strange,
magical, and possibly
deadly.

Existence

Seventeen year old
Pagan Moore can see
souls, so when she
spots one lounging on
a picnic table on the
first day of school, she
knows he is dead. Then
he does something
none of the others
have ever done before,
he speaks. Pagan is
fascinated by the soul.
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What she doesn't
realize is that her
appointed time to die
is drawing near and
the soul she is falling in
love with is not a soul
at all. He is Death and
he's about to break all
the rules.

The Evolution of
Mara Dyer Simon and
Schuster

Mara Dyer knows she
isn't crazy. She knows
that she can kill with
her mind, and that
Noah can heal with his.
Mara also knows that
somehow, Jude is not a
hallucination. He is
alive. Unfortunately,
convincing her family
and doctors that she's
not unstable and
doesn't need to be
hospitalised isn't easy.
The only person who
actually believes her is
Noah. But being with
Noah is dangerous and
Mara is in constant fear

23

that she might hurt
him. She needs to
learn how to control
her power, and fast!
Together, Mara and
Noah must try and
figure out exactly how
Jude survived when the
asylum collapsed, and
how he knows so much
about her strange
ability... before anyone
else ends up dead!

The Program Simon
and Schuster

When suicide becomes
a worldwide epidemic,
the only known cure is
The Program, a
treatment in which
painful memories are
erased, a fate worse
than death to 17-year-
old Sloane, who knows
that The Program will
steal memories of her
dead brother and
boyfriend.

Across the Universe
Penguin



Book 1 in the New York
Times bestselling
trilogy, perfect for fans
of Battlestar Gallactica
and Passengers! WHAT
DOES IT TAKE TO
SURVIVE ABOARD A
SPACESHIP FUELED BY
LIES? Amy is a
cryogenically frozen
passenger aboard the
spaceship Godspeed.
She has left her
boyfriend, friends--and
planet--behind to join
her parents as a
member of Project Ark
Ship. Amy and her
parents believe they
will wake on a new
planet, Centauri-Earth,
three hundred years in
the future. But fifty
years before
Godspeed's scheduled
landing, cryo chamber
42 is mysteriously
unplugged, and Amy is
violently woken from
her frozen slumber.
Someone tried to
murder her. Now, Amy
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is caught inside an
enclosed world where
nothing makes sense.
Godspeed's 2,312
passengers have
forfeited all control to
Eldest, a tyrannical and
frightening leader. And
Elder, Eldest's
rebellious teenage
heir, is both fascinated
with Amy and eager to
discover whether he
has what it takes to
lead. Amy desperately
wants to trust Elder.
But should she put her
faith in a boy who has
never seen life outside
the ship's cold metal
walls? All Amy knows is
that she and Elder
must race to unlock
Godspeed's hidden
secrets before whoever
woke her tries to kill
again.

Die for Me Harper

Collins
My life had always
been blissfully,
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wonderfully normal.
But it only took one
moment to change
everything. Suddenly,
my sister, Georgia, and
| were orphans. We put
our lives into storage
and moved to Paris to
live with my
grandparents. And |
knew my shattered
heart, my shattered
life, would never feel
normal again. Then |
met Vincent.
Mysterious, sexy, and
unnervingly charming,
Vincent Delacroix
appeared out of
nowhere and swept me
off my feet. Just like
that, | was in danger of
losing my heart all over
again. But | was ready
to let it happen. Of
course, nothing is ever
that easy. Because
Vincent is no normal
human. He has a
terrifying destiny, one
that puts his life at risk
every day. He also has
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enemies . . . immortal,
murderous enemies
who are determined to
destroy him and all of
his kind. While I'm
fighting to piece
together the remnants
of my life, can | risk
putting my heart—as
well as my life and my
family's—in jeopardy
for a chance at love?

"Who Could That Be
at This Hour?" Little,
Brown Books for Young
Readers

In a fading town, far
from anyone he knew
or trusted, a young
Lemony Snicket began
his apprenticeship in
an organization nobody
knows about. He
started by asking
guestions that
shouldn't have been on
his mind. Now he has
written an account that
should not be
published, in four
volumes that shouldn't
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be read. This is the first
volume.

Sea of Scars Xlibris
Corporation

When you are
drowning in a broken
heart, how do you feel
love again? Sea of
Scars is the debut book
of contemporary
Canadian poet, Adriana
Mara. Divided into four
chapters, she shares a
collection of poems on
drowning, sinking,
rising, and swimming
in the sea of love.
Based on her depth of
personal experience in
heartbreak,
depression, lust, and
passion, she teaches
you to find beauty in
your scars. You'll feel
and embrace your own
experiences as you
read these verses and
find hope and
excitement in the
power of your heart.

The Domino Effect
Andrew Cotto

The Domino Effect is
the story of Danny
Rorro, a charismatic
kid from Queens
poisoned by the past. A
series of painful
defeats have left him
scarred and isolated
from his neighborhood,
his parents, and, most
significantly, the
benevolent ways of his
childhood when he was
known as "Domino."
With great insight,
imagery and wit,
Danny recalls his past
in Queens and his
coming-of-age at
Hamden Academy. This
fast paced and
powerful story is rich
with conflict, humor,
tenderness and music-
just like life, especially
when coming-of-age.

Confessions of a
Murder Suspect
Jimmy Patterson
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James Patterson
returns to the genre
that made him famous
with a #1 New York
Times bestselling teen
detective novel about
the mysterious Angel
family . . . and the dark
secrets they're keeping
from one another. On
the night Malcolm and
Maud Angel are
murdered, Tandy Angel
knows just three
things: 1) She was the
last person to see her
parents alive. 2) The
police have no
suspects besides
Tandy and her three
siblings. 3) She can't
trust anyone-maybe
not even herself. As
Tandy sets out to clear
the family name, she
begins to recall flashes
of experiences long
buried in her
vulnerable psyche.
These memories shed
light on her family's
dark secrets, and
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digging deeper into her
powerful parents'
affairs proves to be a
disturbing and
dangerous game. Who
knows what any of the
Angels are truly
capable of?

The Hallowed Ones
Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt

Amish teen Katie
smuggles a gravely
injured young man, an
outsider, into her
family's barn despite
the elders' ruling that
no one can come in or
out of the community
while some mysterious
and massive unrest is
wreaking havoc in the
"English" world.

Don't Close Your
Eyes Simon Pulse

Stay up all night with
this New York Times
bestselling romantic
suspense story from
the “queen of



supernatural thrillers”
(Kirkus Reviews). Janie
Hannagan lives on the
fringe, cursed with an
ability she doesn’t
want and can’t control:
She gets sucked into
other people’s dreams.
Things go from bad to
worse when Janie is
sucked into a chilling
nightmare—and for the
first time, Janie is more
than a witness to
someone else’s twisted
psyche. She is a
participant. Janie
discovers that local
burnout Cabel is the
person having the
nightmares—and that
Cabel is hiding a few
secrets of his own. As
these two outsiders
come together to learn
more about how to
harness Janie’s ability,
they also find
themselves growing
ever closer...

Games of the Heart

28

Kristen Ashley

From the balcony of his
house, Mike Haines can
see the quiet,
commonplace beauty
of the Holliday farm.
But what he
remembers is the little
sister of his high school
girlfriend, Dusty who
grew up there. As a
teen, Dusty had gone
off the rails but when
she was a kid, she was
sweet, she was funny
and she had a special
bond with Mike. But
after high school, she
took off and Mike never
saw her again. Then
tragedy strikes Dusty’s
family, she comes back
into town and Mike
thinks she hasn't
changed back to the
sweet, funny qirl he
knew but instead
continued to be selfish
and thoughtless,
leaving her family
alone to deal with their
mourning. So he seeks
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her out and confronts
her in an effort to
understand what went
wrong and to force her
to sort herself out. He
finds out quickly he’s
wrong about Dusty
Holliday. Very wrong.
And right after Mike
discovers that, the
bond they had years
before snaps back into
place in ways he would
never suspect. But
Mike Haines had a bad
marriage then he
played games of the
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heart for a good
woman. And lost. In
order to protect
himself and his kids,
he’'s cautious, he’s
careful to read the
signs and he’s not
interested in finding a
woman he has to fix.
Then he learns what
happened to Dusty and
he thinks she needs to
be fixed. He swings, he
misses and in this new
game of hearts, for
Dusty, Mike just got
strike three.



