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away, whether you're on your desktop computer or mobile phone. And with our valuable pointers on
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Debating American Government, Brief Edition Oxford University Press, USA

By the People: Debating American Government, Brief Fourth Edition, reflects the dynamism of
American government and politics with superior teaching and learning tools that prepare students to
ENGAGE, THINK, and DEBATE now more than ever before. Using a storytelling approach that weaves
commentary together with historical context, By the People: Debating American Government
explores the themes and ideas that drive the great debates in American government and politics. It
introduces students to big questions like "Who governs?" "How does our system of government
work?" "What does government do?" and "Who are we?" By challenging students with these
questions, the text encourages them to think about, engage with, and debate the merits of U.S.
government and politics. By the People includes an individual user code to access a wealth of
interactive digital learning tools and student exercises.

By the People

Debating American Government

“In a storytelling approach that weaves contemporary examples together with historical context, By
the People: Debating American Government, Brief Fifth Edition explores the themes and ideas that
drive the great debates in American government and politics. It introduces students to big questions
like "Who governs?" "How does our system of government work?" "What does government do?" and
"Who are we?" By challenging students with these questions, the text gets them to engage with,

think about, and debate the merits of U.S. government and politics. The brief version of this text has
14 chapters (vs. 18 in Big), but still includes policy coverage"--

By the People

Debating American Government, Brief Edition Oxford University Press, USA

The past two years have been anything but "politics as usual” in the United States. By The People,
Brief Third Edition, reflects the dynamism of American government and politics with new teaching
and learning tools that prepare students to ENGAGE, THINK, and DEBATE now more than ever
before. In a storytelling approach that weaves contemporary examples together with historical
context, By the People: Debating American Government, Brief Third Edition, explores the themes
and ideas that drive the great debates in American government and politics. It introduces students
to big questions like Who governs? How does our system of government work? What does
government do? and Who are we? By challenging students with these questions, the text gets them
to think about, engage with, and debate the merits of U.S. government and politics.

By the People

Debating American Government Oxford University Press, USA

In a storytelling approach that weaves contemporary examples together with historical context, By
the People explores the themes and ideas that drive the great debates in American government and
politics. It introduces students to big questions like: Who governs? How does our system
ofgovernment work? What does government do? and Who are we? By challenging students with
these questions, the text gets them to think about, engage with, and debate the merits of U.S.
government and politics. Ideal for professors who prefer a shorter text, By the People, Brief Second
Edition, condenses the content of the comprehensive edition while also preserving its essential
insights, organization, and approach.

By the People

Debating American Government Oxford University Press, USA

"Approximately 20% shorter and less expensive than its parent text--fourteen chapters instead of
eighteen--this full-color Brief Second Edition of By the People features a more streamlined narrative
and is enhanced by its own unique full supplements package"--Page 4 of cover.

Morone: By the People 5e Prem

Debating American Government

In a storytelling approach that weaves contemporary examples together with historical context, By
the People: Debating American Government, Brief Fifth Edition explores the themes and ideas that
drive the great debates in American government and politics. It introduces students to big questions



like 'Who governs?' '"How does our system of government work?' 'What does government do?' and
‘Who are we?' By challenging students with these questions, the text gets them to engage with,
think about, and debate the merits of U.S. government and politics.

By the People 5th Edition Custom College of South Nevada

Debating American Immigration, 1882--present Rowman & Littlefield

In this text, two historians offer competing interpretations of the past, present, and future of
American immigration policy and American attitudes towards immigration. Through essays and
supporting primary documents, the authors provide recommendations for future policies and legal
remedies.

Debating the American Conservative Movement

1945 to the Present Rowman & Littlefield

Debating the American Conservative Movement chronicles one of the most dramatic stories of
modern American political history. The authors describe how a small band of conservatives in the
immediate aftermath of the Second World War launched a revolution that shifted American politics
to the right, challenged the New Deal order, transformed the Republican party into a voice of
conservatism, and set the terms of debate in American politics as the country entered the new
millennium. Historians Donald T. Critchlow and Nancy MacLean frame two opposing perspectives of
how the history of conservatism in modern America can be understood, but readers are encouraged
to reach their own conclusions through reading engaging primary documents.

California Politics

A Primer CQ Press

The thoroughly revised Fifth Edition of California Politics: A Primer concisely explains how California’s
history, political culture, rules, and institutions come together to shape politics today and how they
will determine the state of affairs tomorrow. Author Renee B. Van Vechten begins with a brief
political history of California, then walks through direct democracy, the legislature, executive
branch, and court system. She covers local government and concludes with a discussion of the
state’s budget process, campaigns and elections, political engagement, and policy issues. From the
structure of the state's government to its local representatives, policies, and voter participation,
California Politics: A Primer delivers the concepts and details students need. New to the Fifth Edition
An emphasis on California’s place in the federal system provides you with context around the state
leadership's resistance to Trump administration policies on things like California’s sanctuary state
status, immigration, the environment, and more. Increased coverage of policy topics throughout the
book helps you see how recent policy has impacted issues such as greenhouse gas emissions
regulations, attempted “fixes” for water- and drought-related issues, new transportation projects,
and prison reform. Extended discussions of elections-related innovations introduce you to recent

elections-related topics such as the Top-Two Primary, efforts to increase voter registration, all vote-
by-mail elections, and redistricting. New coverage of the “Five Californias” gives you a better
understanding of California’s political geography and how distinct segments of the population are
primed for political engagement or disaffection. New lists of key terms with clear definitions at the
end of each chapter enable you to review the content more effectively. New and updated maps and
graphics depict important topics such as California’s newly proposed high-speed rail project.

Debating American Identity

Southwestern Statehood and Mexican Immigration University of Arizona Press

Debating American Identity is an innovative look at four national debates over the inclusion of the
Mexican-origin population in the United States in the early twentieth century. Linda C. Noel explores
different conceptions of American identity through disputes over Arizona and New Mexico statehood,
temporary workers, immigration, and repatriation.

Debating Democracy

A Reader in American Politics Houghton Mifflin College Division

This supplementary text offers two readings per chapter organized in a debate-style format,
representing opposing viewpoints. The straightforward, thought-provoking presentation facilitates
class discussion. Debate topics include Public Opinion: The American People and War, Civil Liberties
and War: Debating the USA Patriot Act, Debating the Deficit and the Size of Government, Economic
Equality: A Threat to Democracy? and U.S. Foreign Policy After September 11: American Hegemony
or International Cooperation?

Debating the Presidency

Conflicting Perspectives on the American Executive CQ Press

Editors Richard J. Ellis and Michael Nelson have once again assembled a cadre of top presidential
scholars to offer a series of pro/con essays that will inspire spirited debate in Debating the
Presidency: Debating the Presidency: Conflicting Perspectives on the American Executive, Fourth
Edition offers a compelling yet concise view of contemporary topics relevant to the American
executive. Each pair of debate-resolution style essays is written specifically for this volume, and
offers a compelling yet concise view of a topic relevant to the American executive. Editors Richard
Ellis and Michael Nelson offer brief chapter introductions that provide context. In this edition, several
new arguments are presented on topics such as executive orders (Pro: Gene Healy, Con: Andrew
Rudalevige); abolishment of the vice presidency (Pro: Douglas L. Kriner, Con: Joel K. Goldstein); and
the effect of new media on the public’s view of the presidency (Pro: Matthew R. Kerbel, Con: Jeffrey
E. Cohen).

Debating Reform
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Conflicting Perspectives on How to Fix the American Political System CQ Press

Getting students away from spouting opinions about highly-charged partisan issues, Debating
Reform, Fourth Edition looks at key questions about reforming political institutions, with contributed
pieces written by top scholars specifically for the volume. Each pro or con essay considers a
concrete proposal for reforming the political system. By focusing on institutions, rather than liberal
or conservative public policies, students tend to leave behind ideology and grapple with claims and
evidence to draw their own conclusions and build their own arguments. Students will explore how
institutions work in their American government text, but this reader helps them to understand how
they can be made to work better.

By the People 4th Edition Custom College of South Nevada
By the People 4th Edition Oxford University Press, USA
The Fire Is Upon Us

James Baldwin, William F. Buckley Jr., and the Debate Over Race in America Princeton
University Press

"In February 1965, novelist and 'poet of the Black Freedom Struggle' James Baldwin and political
commentator and father of the modern American conservative movement William F. Buckley met in
Cambridge Union to face-off in a televised debate. The topic was 'The American Dream is at the
expense of the American Negro.' Buccola uses this momentous encounter as a lens through which to
deepen our understanding of two of the most important public intellectuals in twentieth century
American thought. The book begins by providing intellectual biographies of each debater. As
Buckley reflected on the civil rights movement, he did so from the perspective of someone who
thought the dominant norms and institutions in the United States were working quite well for most
people and that they would eventually work well for African-Americans. From such a perspective,
any ideology, personality, or movement that seems to threaten those dominant norms and
institutions must be deemed a threat. Baldwin could not bring himself to adopt such a bird's eye
point of view. Instead, he focused on the 'inner lives' of those involved on all sides of the struggle.
Imagine what it must be like, he told the audience at Cambridge, to have the sense that your
country has not 'pledged its allegiance to you?' Buccola weaves the intellectual biographies of these
two larger-than-life personalities and their fabled debate with the dramatic history of the civil rights
movement that includes a supporting cast of such figures as Robert Kennedy, Martin Luther King Jr.,
Malcolm X, Lorraine Hansberry, and George Wallace. Buccola shows that the subject of their debate
continues to have resonance in our own time as the social mobility of blacks remains limited and
racial inequality persists"--

Debating American Exceptionalism

Empire and Democracy in the Wake of the Spanish-American War Palgrave Macmillan

This in-depth analysis of the American imperialism debate after the Spanish-American War of 1898
elucidates how Americans understood their international role and national identity during a crucial
period of their foreign relations. Transcending the immediate historical context, this book also
explores why such debates remain similar and why they end up affirming a belief in American
exceptionalism. Obituaries for the idea have frequently been written in response to controversial
foreign policies, but exceptionalism remains vibrant and at the heart of the arguments of those who
support and those who oppose these policies - whether in the Philippines, Vietnam, or Iraqg.

Ratification

The People Debate the Constitution, 1787-1788 Simon and Schuster

Drawing on the speeches and letters of the United States' founders, the author recounts the
dramatic period after the Constitutional Convention and before the Constitution was finally ratified,
describing the tumultuous events that took place in homes, taverns and convention halls throughout
the colonies. By the author of American Scripture.

America's Great Debate

Henry Clay, Stephen A. Douglas, and the Compromise That Preserved the Union Simon and
Schuster

Chronicles the 1850s appeals of Western territories to join the Union as slave or free states, profiling
period balances in the Senate, Henry Clay's attempts at compromise, and the border crisis between
New Mexico and Texas.

Debating the Good Society

A Quest to Bridge America's Moral Divide MIT Press

Debating the Good Society probes two questions lying at the heart of the ongoing culture war
incontemporary America: Where does goodness come from, and how is goodsocial order to be
achieved? Through the ingenious means of a fictional Internet conversation among two dozen or so
Americans from various walks of life and every shade of the ideological spectrum, Debating the
Good Society probes two questions lying at the heart of the ongoing culture war in contemporary
America: Where does goodness come from, and how is good social order to be achieved?
Traditionalists and conservatives, who tend to view human nature as inherently sinful, argue that
good order must be imposed from above, by parental authority and ruling powers, by the forces of
law and tradition, and, ultimately, by God. Counterculturalists and liberals, who tend to believe in
the inherent goodness of human nature, claim that well-supported children will develop into well-
ordered adults and that adults empowered to make their own choices will form a healthy, well-
ordered society. These opposing visions underlie a host of current controversies, including
philosophies of child-rearing and education, social and political policy, sexual morality, and the
evolution-creation debate. By exposing the limitations of both points of view, Andrew Bard



Schmookler shows how the culture war presents a challenge to all Americans. This challenge is to
integrate the half-truths advanced by both sides into a higher wisdom, one that promises to take the
American experiment—to see whether humans can enjoy both the blessings of liberty and the fruits
of good order—to the next level of its evolution, toward which it has been straining for the better
part of a century.

American Government 2e

American Government 2e is designed to meet the scope and sequence requirements of the single-
semester American Government course. This title includes innovative features designed to enhance
student learning, including Insider Perspective features and a Get Connected module that shows
students how they can get engaged in the political process. The book provides an important
opportunity for students to learn the core concepts of American Government and understand how
those concepts apply to their lives and the world around them.

Hellfire Nation

The Politics of Sin in American History Yale University Press

Annotation. Although the US is proud of being a secular state, religion lies at the heart of American
politics. This volume looks at how the country came to have the soul of a church & the
consequences - the moral crusades against slavery, alcohol, witchcraft & discrimination that time &
again have prevailed upon the nation.

The Lost Promise of Patriotism

Debating American Identity, 1890-1920 University of Chicago Press

During the years leading up to World War |, America experienced a crisis of civic identity. How could
a country founded on liberal principles and composed of increasingly diverse cultures unite to
safeguard individuals and promote social justice? In this book, Jonathan Hansen tells the story of a
group of American intellectuals who believed the solution to this crisis lay in rethinking the meaning
of liberalism. Intellectuals such as William James, John Dewey, Jane Addams, Eugene V. Debs, and W.
E. B. Du Bois repudiated liberalism's association with acquisitive individualism and laissez-faire
economics, advocating a model of liberal citizenship whose virtues and commitments amount to
what Hansen calls cosmopolitan patriotism. Rooted not in war but in dedication to social equity,
cosmopolitan patriotism favored the fight against sexism, racism, and political corruption in the
United States over battles against foreign foes. Its adherents held the domestic and foreign policy of
the United States to its own democratic ideals and maintained that promoting democracy universally
constituted the ultimate form of self-defense. Perhaps most important, the cosmopolitan patriots
regarded critical engagement with one's country as the essence of patriotism, thereby justifying
scrutiny of American militarism in wartime.

The United States of America

State Borders and Other State Facts Xlibris Corporation

The United States of America, State Borders and other State Facts Summary: Learning about what
and where state borders are has never been an easier read than in this book. The United States of
America, State Borders and Other State Facts is concise and provides for simple to understand
north, south, east and west borders as well as providing bordering states and other state facts that
are usually scattered throughout a number of other sources. Use this book for one-stop summaries
for each state including pre-state status, state flag and other state facts. Every household interested
in U.S. geography should keep this book handy for quick reference. Every library should have this on
their shelves.

The Democratic Debate: American Politics in an Age of Change Cengage Learning

Focusing on the tension between elite and popular models of democracy, individuals and
movements that made a difference, and recent events, THE DEMOCRATIC DEBATE makes American
democracy become more relevant, compelling, and lively. Important Notice: Media content
referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook
version.

Debating the Issues

American Government and Politics

Debating the Issues: American Government and Politics, by Robert Watson, is the perfect
supplemental text to get students to both debate the issues and think critically about politics and
governance. Designed for both introductory and advanced courses in American government or
American politics, this book features a collection of 30 debates including both enduring, central
questions in Political Science and current issues taken straight from the headlines.

The Tyranny of Merit

What's Become of the Common Good? Farrar, Straus and Giroux

A Times Literary Supplement’s Book of the Year 2020 A New Statesman's Best Book of 2020 A
Bloomberg's Best Book of 2020 A Guardian Best Book About Ideas of 2020 The world-renowned
philosopher and author of the bestselling Justice explores the central question of our time: What has
become of the common good? These are dangerous times for democracy. We live in an age of
winners and losers, where the odds are stacked in favor of the already fortunate. Stalled social
mobility and entrenched inequality give the lie to the American credo that "you can make it if you
try". The consequence is a brew of anger and frustration that has fueled populist protest and
extreme polarization, and led to deep distrust of both government and our fellow citizens--leaving us
morally unprepared to face the profound challenges of our time. World-renowned philosopher
Michael J. Sandel argues that to overcome the crises that are upending our world, we must rethink
the attitudes toward success and failure that have accompanied globalization and rising inequality.
Sandel shows the hubris a meritocracy generates among the winners and the harsh judgement it
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imposes on those left behind, and traces the dire consequences across a wide swath of American
life. He offers an alternative way of thinking about success--more attentive to the role of luck in
human affairs, more conducive to an ethic of humility and solidarity, and more affirming of the
dignity of work. The Tyranny of Merit points us toward a hopeful vision of a new politics of the
common good.

The Federalist Papers Read Books Ltd

Classic Books Library presents this brand new edition of “The Federalist Papers”, a collection of
separate essays and articles compiled in 1788 by Alexander Hamilton. Following the United States
Declaration of Independence in 1776, the governing doctrines and policies of the States lacked
cohesion. “The Federalist”, as it was previously known, was constructed by American statesman
Alexander Hamilton, and was intended to catalyse the ratification of the United States Constitution.
Hamilton recruited fellow statesmen James Madison Jr., and John Jay to write papers for the
compendium, and the three are known as some of the Founding Fathers of the United States.
Alexander Hamilton (c. 1755-1804) was an American lawyer, journalist and highly influential
government official. He also served as a Senior Officer in the Army between 1799-1800 and founded
the Federalist Party, the system that governed the nation’s finances. His contributions to the
Constitution and leadership made a significant and lasting impact on the early development of the
nation of the United States.

White Fragility

Why It's So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism Beacon Press

The New York Times best-selling book exploring the counterproductive reactions white people have
when their assumptions about race are challenged, and how these reactions maintain racial
inequality. In this “vital, necessary, and beautiful book” (Michael Eric Dyson), antiracist educator
Robin DiAngelo deftly illuminates the phenomenon of white fragility and “allows us to understand
racism as a practice not restricted to ‘bad people’ (Claudia Rankine). Referring to the defensive
moves that white people make when challenged racially, white fragility is characterized by emotions
such as anger, fear, and guilt, and by behaviors including argumentation and silence. These
behaviors, in turn, function to reinstate white racial equilibrium and prevent any meaningful cross-
racial dialogue. In this in-depth exploration, DiAngelo examines how white fragility develops, how it
protects racial inequality, and what we can do to engage more constructively.

Republic at Risk

An Introduction to American Politics Cambridge University Press

When people have the freedom to further their own personal interests in politics, the results may be
disastrous. Chaos? Tyranny? Can a political system be set up to avoid these pitfalls, while still
granting citizens and politicians the freedom to pursue their interests? Republic at Risk is a concise
and engaging introduction to American politics. The guiding theme is the problem of self-interest in

politics, which James Madison took as his starting point in his defense of representative government
in Federalist 10 and 51. Madison believed that unchecked self-interest in politics was a risk to a well-
ordered and free society. But he also held that political institutions could be designed to harness
self-interest for the greater good. Putting Madison's theory to the test, the authors examine modern
challenges to the integrity and effectiveness of US policy-making institutions, inviting readers to
determine how best to respond to these risks.

Debating the Civil Rights Movement, 1945-1968 Rowman & Littlefield Education

No other book about the civil rights movement captures the drama and impact of the black struggle
for equality better than Debating the Civil Rights Movement, 1945-1968. Two of the most respected
scholars of African-American history, Steven F. Lawson and Charles M. Payne, examine the
individuals who made the movement a success, both at the highest level of government and in the
grassroots trenches. Designed specifically for college and university courses in American history,
this is the best introduction available to the glory and agony of these turbulent times. Carefully
chosen primary documents augment each essay giving students the opportunity to interpret the
historical record themselves and engage in meaningful discussion. In this revised and updated
edition, Lawson and Payne have included additional analysis on the legacy of Martin Luther King and
added important new documents.

OMG WTF Does the Constitution Actually Say?

A Non-Boring Guide to How Our Democracy is Supposed to Work Black Dog & Leventhal

Do you know what the Constitution ACTUALLY says? This witty and highly relevant annotation of our
founding document is the go-to guide to how our government really works (or is supposed to work).
Written by political savant and entertainment veteran, Ben Sheehan, and vetted for accuracy by
experts in the field of constitutional law, OMG WTF Does the Constitution Actually Say? is an
entertaining and accessible guide that explains what the Constitution actually lays out. With clear
notes and graphics on everything from presidential powers to Supreme Court nominations to hidden
loopholes, Sheehan walks us through the entire Constitution from its preamble to its final
amendment (with a bonus section on the Declaration of Independence). Besides putting the
Constitution in modern-day English so that it can be understood, OMG WTF Does the Constitution
Actually Say? gives readers all of the info they need to be effective voters and citizens in the
November elections and beyond.

The Debate on the American Revolution Manchester University Press

The Debate on the American Revolution is the first in-depth study of the way in which historians
dealt with the coming of the American Revolution and the formation of the U.S. Constitution. The
approach is thematic, examining how historians in different periods interpreted these events, their
causes, and their meaning. Making accessible the work of often-neglected by early historians, this
book examines how the emergence of history as a professional discipline led to new and competing
versions of the Revolution. It spans from the first generation of writers--whose ideas about history



were shaped by the Enlightenment--to those of the 21st century--who drew on the rich legacy
provided by black studies, gender and women's studies, cultural studies, and ethno-history.

Politics Is for Power

How to Move Beyond Political Hobbyism, Take Action, and Make Real Change Scribner

A brilliant condemnation of political hobbyism—treating politics like entertainment—and a call to
arms for well-meaning, well-informed citizens who consume political news, but do not take political
action. Who is to blame for our broken politics? The uncomfortable answer to this question starts
with ordinary citizens with good intentions. We vote (sometimes) and occasionally sign a petition or
attend a rally. But we mainly “engage” by consuming politics as if it’s a sport or a hobby. We soak in
daily political gossip and eat up statistics about who’s up and who’s down. We tweet and post and
share. We crave outrage. The hours we spend on politics are used mainly as pastime. Instead, we
should be spending the same number of hours building political organizations, implementing a long-
term vision for our city or town, and getting to know our neighbors, whose votes will be needed for
solving hard problems. We could be accumulating power so that when there are opportunities to
make a difference—to lobby, to advocate, to mobilize—we will be ready. But most of us who are
spending time on politics today are focused inward, choosing roles and activities designed for our
short-term pleasure. We are repelled by the slow-and-steady activities that characterize service to
the common good. In Politics Is for Power, pioneering and brilliant data analyst Eitan Hersh shows us
a way toward more effective political participation. Aided by political theory, history, cutting-edge
social science, as well as remarkable stories of ordinary citizens who got off their couches and took
political power seriously, this book shows us how to channel our energy away from political
hobbyism and toward empowering our values.

The Righteous Mind

Why Good People are Divided by Politics and Religion Vintage

Presents a groundbreaking investigation into the origins of morality at the core of religion and
politics, offering scholarly insight into the motivations behind cultural clashes that are polarizing
America.

American Government 3e
| the People

The Rhetoric of Conservative Populism in the United States University of Alabama Press

"Moving from the early 1960s to the presidential candidacy of Donald J. Trump, I, The People: The
Rhetoric of Conservative Populism in the United States draws on theoretical work in rhetorical
studies and political theory to examine a variety of texts ranging from speeches and campaign
advertisements to news reports and political pamphlets, to outline the populist character of

conservatism in the United States. Johnson's study makes several contributions to this robust and
thriving area of research and scholarship. It argues that conservatism is not a coherent, studious
ideology: rather, conservatism names a particular brand of victim-focused, white and male identity
politics that exerts disproportionate influence on American politics and ever-tightening dominion
over the Republican Party. |, The People emphasizes that discussions of the intellectual character of
American conservatism should be mindful of its populist nature, which often limits the potential for
conservative intellectuals to shape and control the very movement to which they belong. The study
also challenges the long tradition of scholarship on conservatism that celebrates this tradition's
seeming multiplicity, especially the tendency to suggest conservatives are uneasy with capitalism.
While some self-identified conservatives oppose capitalist materialism, in practice conservatism's
populist vocabulary has tilted the grammar of the United States in favor of a 'freedom’ friendly to
the market. Such 'freedom’ is defined against some parts of the state's regulatory apparatus and/or
a coalition of marginal persons thought to embody threats to national unity. In practice, because
conservatism traditionally relies on negative definition to imagine its exclusion from the American
political system, American conservatism ends up defining both 'the people' and the market as forces
with a mutual skepticism of an overweening political order. Johnson also tackles the suggestion that
conservatives learned to practice identity politics from social progressives. From the beginning,
conservatism was an identity politics. U.S. conservatism relied on a rhetoric of victimhood, whether
critiquing the liberal Cold War consensus or fears about Barack Obama's electoral success. Finally,
the manuscript makes an important contribution to conversations about populism. Just because
conservatism invokes 'the people' does not make it a collective, public-facing enterprise. 'The
people' of conservatism is fundamentally hostile to the idea of the public, and any study of populism
should account for the way that conservatism plays on a hostility to democracy with sources in the
infrastructure of the United States itself"--

The Lanahan Readings in the American Polity Lanahan Pub Incorporated
Debating Yoga and Mindfulness in Public Schools

Reforming Secular Education or Reestablishing Religion? UNC Press Books

Yoga and mindfulness activities, with roots in Asian traditions such as Hinduism or Buddhism, have
been brought into growing numbers of public schools since the 1970s. While they are commonly
assumed to be secular educational tools, Candy Gunther Brown asks whether religion is truly left out
of the equation in the context of public-school curricula. An expert witness in four legal challenges,
Brown scrutinized unpublished trial records, informant interviews, and legal precedents, as well as
insider documents, some revealing promoters of "Vedic victory" or "stealth Buddhism" for public-
school children. The legal challenges are fruitful cases for Brown's analysis of the concepts of
religious and secular. While notions of what makes something religious or secular are crucial to
those who study religion, they have special significance in the realm of public and legal norms. They
affect how people experience their lives, raise their children, and navigate educational systems. The
question of religion in public education, Brown shows, is no longer a matter of jurisprudence focused
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largely on the establishment of a Protestant Bible or nonsectarian prayer. Instead, it now reflects an increasingly diverse American religious landscape. Reconceptualizing secularization as transparency
and religious voluntarism, Brown argues for an opt-in model for public-school programs.



