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A Novel Farrar, Straus and Giroux
This eBook edition of Carlos Fuentes' novel includes only the English translation by Lysander Kemp.
The Spanish text is not included. Felipe Montero is employed in the house of an aged widow to edit
her deceased husband's memoirs. There Felipe meets her beautiful green-eyed niece, Aura. His
passion for Aura and his gradual discovery of the true relationship between the young woman and
her aunt propel the story to its extraordinary conclusion.

Aura by Carlos Fuentes (Book Analysis)

Detailed Summary, Analysis and Reading Guide BrightSummaries.com
Unlock the more straightforward side of Aura with this concise and insightful summary and analysis!
This engaging summary presents an analysis of Aura by Carlos Fuentes, which blends elements of
magical realism, fantasy and the Gothic novel to create a highly original and disorienting narrative.
It follows a young historian called Felipe Montero, who has just been hired by the eccentric widow
Consuelo Llorente to work on her late husband’s memoirs. As the narrative progresses, he slowly
begins to unravel the bizarre relationship between Consuelo and her beautiful niece Aura, with
consequences  that  he  could  never  have  imagined.  Carlos  Fuentes  was  one  of  the  most  influential
Latin American writers of the 20th century, and his novels, essays and short stories, which often
engage with the politics and history of his country, represent an essential landmark in Mexican
literature. Find out everything you need to know about Aura in a fraction of the time! This in-depth
and informative reading guide brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character studies • Key
themes and symbols • Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available
in print and digital format, our publications are designed to accompany you on your reading journey.
The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to
improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with
BrightSummaries.com!

A Study of Carlos Fuentes' Aura

First Spanish Reader

A Beginner's Dual-Language Book Courier Corporation
Delightful stories, other material based on works of Don Juan Manuel, Luis Taboada, Ricardo Palma,
other noted writers. Complete faithful English translations on facing pages. Exercises.

The Old Gringo

A Novel Farrar, Straus and Giroux
In The Old Gringo, Carlos Fuentes brings the Mexico of 1916 uncannily to life. This novel is wise
book, full of toughness and humanity and is without question one of the finest works of modern Latin
American fiction. One of Fuentes's greatest works, the novel tells the story of Ambrose Bierce, the
American writer, soldier, and journalist, and of his last mysterious days in Mexico living among
Pancho Villa's  soldiers,  particularly  his  encounter  with  General  Tomas Arroyo.  In  the end,  the
incompatibility of the two countries (or, paradoxically, their intimacy) claims both men, in a novel
that is, most of all, about the tragic history of two cultures in conflict.

Vlad Dalkey Archive Press
Where, Carlos Fuentes asks, is a modern-day vampire to roost? Why not Mexico City, populated by
ten  million  blood  sausages  (that  is,  people),  and  a  police  force  who  won’t  mind  a  few
disappearances? “Vlad” is Vlad the Impaler, of course, whose mythic cruelty was an inspiration for
Bram Stoker’s Dracula. In this sly sequel, Vlad really is undead: dispossessed after centuries of
mayhem by Eastern European wars and rampant blood shortages. More than a postmodern riff on
“the vampire craze,” Vlad is also an anatomy of the Mexican bourgeoisie, as well as our culture’s
ways of dealing with death. For—as in Dracula—Vlad has need of both a lawyer and a real-estate
agent  in  order  to  establish  his  new  kingdom,  and  Yves  Navarro  and  his  wife  Asunción  fit  the  bill
nicely. Having recently lost a son, might they not welcome the chance to see their remaining child
live forever? More importantly, are the pleasures of middle-class life enough to keep one from
joining the legions of the damned?

Aura

The Crystal Frontier A&C Black
Young  Jose  Francisco  grows  up  in  Texas,  determined  to  write  about  the  border  world  -  the
immigrants  and  illegals,  Mexican  poverty  and  Yankee  prosperity  -  stories  to  break  the  stand-off
silence  with  a  victory  shout,  to  shatter  at  last  the  crystal  frontier.

Carlos Fuentes
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A Critical View University of Texas Press
Carlos Fuentes is a master of modern world literature. With the translation of his major works into
English and other languages, his reputation has surpassed the boundaries of his native Mexico and
of Hispanic literature and has become international. Now each new novel stimulates popular and
scholarly reviews in periodicals from Mexico City and Buenos Aires to Paris and New York. Carlos
Fuentes: A Critical View is the first full-scale examination in English of this major writer's work. The
range  and  diversity  of  this  critical  view  are  remarkable  and  reflect  similar  characteristics  in  the
creative work of Carlos Fuentes, a man of formidable intellectual energy and curiosity. The whole of
Fuentes' work is encompassed by Luis Leal as he explores history and myth in the writer's narrative.
Insightful new views of single works are provided by other well-known scholars, such as Roberto
González Echevarría, writing on Fuentes' extraordinary Terra Nostra, and Margaret Sayers Peden,
exploring Distant  Relations,  for  which she served as  authorized translator.  Here too are fresh
approaches to Fuentes' other novels, among them Where the Air Is Clear, Aura, and The Hydra
Head, as well as an examination by John Brushwood of the writer's short fiction and a look by Merlin
Forster at Fuentes the playwright. Lanin Gyurko reaches outside Fuentes' canon for his fascinating
study of  the influence of  Orson Welles'  Citizen Kane on The Death of  Artemio Cruz.  Manuel  Durán
and George Wing consider Fuentes in his role as critic of both literature and art. Carlos Fuentes: A
Critical View has been prepared with the writer's many English-speaking readers in mind. Quotations
are  most  frequently  from standard,  readily  available  English  translations  of  Fuentes'  works.  A
valuable chronology of the writer's life rounds off the volume.

The Death of Artemio Cruz

A Novel Macmillan
Seventy-one-year-old Mexican financier recalls the turbulent days of his life, as he lies dying.

Distant Relations Macmillan
The Comte de Branly narrates a story about the relationships in a family named Heredia, focusing on
two pairs of fathers and sons and highlighting the mutual, corrupting influences at work between the
Old World and the New

Terra Nostra Dalkey Archive Press
One  of  the  great  masterpieces  of  modern  Latin  American  fiction,  Terra  Nostra  is  concerned  with
nothing less  than the history  of  Spain  and of  South  America,  with  the Indian Gods and with
Christianity, with the birth, the passion, and the death of civilizations. Fuentes skillfully blends a
wide range of literary forms, stories within stories, Mexican and Spanish myth, and famous literary
characters in this novel that is both a historical epic and an apocalyptic vision of modern times.
Terra Nostra is that most ambitious and rare of creations—a total work of art.

The Years with Laura Díaz Macmillan
The life and fate of Laura Dâiaz becomes entwined in the history, culture, and politics of Mexico, in a

novel that chronicles her life from 1905 to 1978 as she becomes a politically active artist, wife,
mother, and lover.

Postcolonial concepts of hybridity and identity in Carlos Fuentes‘ "Aura" GRIN Verlag
Seminar paper from the year 2011 in the subject Romance Languages - Latin American Studies,
grade: 1,3, University of Toronto, language: English, abstract: In her essay “Postcolonialism and
Latin American literature: the case of Carlos Fuentes“ Nadia Lie describes two different currents of
Postcolonialism: the first one is the literature that grew out of colonial experience in Latin America
and is considered an answer to the over present literature of the oppressing European literary
traditions. The second one is characterized by a set of theoretical concerns and reading strategies.
Rather  than  merely  “writing  back“,  a  term  introduced  by  Bill  Ashcroft,  Gareth  Griffiths  and  Helen
Tiffin, this approach suggests that cultural differences are constructed by replacing the strong binary
opposition “us“ versus “the other“ with concepts of hybridity, in-betweenness and border thinking
(see Lie 2005: 139-140). The early work of Mexican author Carlos Fuentes (*1928) can be seen in an
intermediate  position  between these  two concepts.  Even  though the  theme of  otherness  and
opposition is very present in his work, as can be seen in La frontera de cristal (1995) and his early
novel Aura (1962), his writing is full of intertextual references that show his appreciation for both
European and Latin American literary tradition. As part of the “Boom“ movement in Latin American
literature he also uses supernatural and gothic elements that sometimes make it hard or even
impossible to distinguish between reality and illusion: According to this aesthetic, unreal things are
treated as if realistic and mundane, and mundane things as if unreal. Plots, while often based on real
experiences, incorporate strange, fantastic, and legendary elements, mythical peoples, speculative
settings, and characters who, while plausible, could also be unreal,  and combine the true, the
imaginary, and the nonexistent in such a way that they are difficult to separate. (Pope 1996: 229)
Fuentes‘ novel Aura is an early example of this tradition. The purpose of this essay will  be a
postcolonial  approach to  the novel,  showing Fuentes‘  position in  the discourse of  postcolonial
identities and literatures. The argument will be based on notions of time, space and intertextual
references that can be found in Aura.

Constancia and Other Stories for Virgins Macmillan
Collecting new short  fiction by the master  Latin  American writer,  this  assortment  of  tales  includes
stories of mannequin-swiping youths and a bullfighter at the time of Goya

Latin American Gothic in Literature and Culture Routledge
This book explores the Gothic mode as it  appears in the literature, visual arts,  and culture of
different  areas  of  Latin  America.  Focusing  on  works  from authors  in  Mexico,  Central  America,  the
Caribbean, the Andes, Brazil,  and the Southern Cone, the essays in this volume illuminate the
existence of native representations of the Gothic, while also exploring the presence of universal
archetypes of terror and horror. Through the analysis of global and local Gothic topics and themes,
they evaluate the reality of a multifaceted territory marked by a shifting colonial and postcolonial
relationship with Europe and the United States. The book asks questions such as: Is there such a
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thing as "Latin American Gothic" in the same sense that there is an "American Gothic" and "British
Gothic"? What are the main elements that particularly characterize Latin American Gothic? How
does Latin  American Gothic  function in  the context  of  globalization?  What  do these elements
represent in relation to specific national literatures? What is the relationship between the Gothic and
the  Postcolonial?  What  can  Gothic  criticism  bring  to  the  study  of  Latin  American  cultural
manifestations  and,  conversely,  what  can  these  offer  the  Gothic?  The  analysis  performed  here
reflects  a  body  of  criticism  that  understands  the  Gothic  as  a  global  phenomenon  with  specific
manifestations  in  particular  territories  while  also  acknowledging  the  effects  of  "Globalgothic"  on  a
transnational and transcultural level. Thus, the volume seeks to open new spaces and areas of
scholarly research and academic discussion both regionally and globally with the presentation of a
solid analysis of Latin American texts and other cultural phenomena which are manifestly related to
the Gothic world.

The Good Conscience

A Novel Farrar, Straus and Giroux
The Good Conscience is Carlos Fuentes's second novel. The scene is Guanajuato, a provincial capital
in Central Mexico, once one of the world's richest mining centers. The Ceballos family has been
reinstated to power, and adolescent Jaime Ceballos, its only heir, is torn between the practical
reality of his family's life and the idealism of his youth and his Catholic education. His father is a
good man but weak; his uncle is powerful, yet his actions are inconsistent with his professed beliefs.
Jaime's struggle to emerge as a man with a "good conscience" forms the theme of the book: can a
rebel correct the evils of an established system and at the same time retain the integrity of his
principles?

Destiny and Desire

A Novel Random House
Winner of the Cervantes Prize Carlos Fuentes, one of the world’s most acclaimed authors, is at the
height of his powers in this stunning new novel—a magnificent epic of passion, magic, and desire in
modern Mexico, a rich and remarkable tapestry set in a world where free will fights with the wishes
of the gods. Josué Nadal has lost more than his innocence: He has been robbed of his life—and his
posthumous narration sets the tone for a brilliantly written novel that blends mysticism and realism.
Josué tells of his fateful meeting as a skinny, awkward teen with Jericó, the vigorous boy who will
become his twin, his best friend, and his shadow. Both orphans, the two young men intend to spend
their lives in intellectual pursuit—until they enter an adult landscape of sex, crime, and ambition
that will test their pledge and alter their lives forever. Idealistic Josué goes to work for a high-tech
visionary whose stunning assistant will introduce him to a life of desire; cynical Jericó is enlisted by
the Mexican president in a scheme to sell happiness to the impoverished masses. On his journey
into a web of illegality in which he will be estranged from Jericó, Josué is aided and impeded by a
cast of unforgettable characters: a mad, imprisoned murderer with a warning of revenge, an elegant

aviatrix and addict seeking to be saved, a prostitute shared by both men who may have murdered
her way into a brilliant marriage, and the prophet Ezekiel himself. Mixing ancient mythologies with
the  sensuousness  and  avarice  and  need  of  the  twenty-first  century,  Destiny  and  Desire  is  a
monumental  achievement  from  one  of  the  masters  of  contemporary  literature.

Aura

By Carlos Fuentes Manchester University Press
Since its publication in 1962, Carlos Fuentes' novel, Aura, remains not merely an object of academic
interest but a continuous source of controversy in Mexico. It was the explosive combination of sex
and religion that incensed the Ministro de Hacienda, Salvador Abascal, and linked Aura to the recent
polemical  Mexican  film  El  Crimen  del  Padre  Amaro.  Aura  is  preoccupied  with  the  place  and
persistence of the sacred in modern Mexico rather than simply the secret abuses of institutional
Catholicism. This critical edition of the work is accompanied by an introduction and notes on the
text.

Short Stories in Spanish

New Penguin Parallel Texts Penguin UK
This  is  an  all  new  version  of  the  popular  PARALLEL  TEXT  series,  containing  eight  pieces  of
contemporary fiction in the original Spanish and in English translation. Including stories by Fuentes,
Molinas,  Marquez and Cortazar,  this  volume gives a fascinating insight  into Spanish and Latin
American culture and literature as well as providing an invaluable educational tool.

Christopher Unborn Dalkey Archive Press
Mexico, 1991: Black acid rain falls on "Makesicko City", the most polluted, most populated city in the
world. Amid this apocalyptic landscape a prize is being offered to the first child born on the 500th
anniversary of Columbus' discovery of America. That child is the narrator of this passionate, savage
novel by one of the world's preeminent writers.

The Eagle's Throne

A Novel Random House
Here is a true literary event–the long-awaited new novel by Carlos Fuentes, one of the world’s great
writers. By turns a tragedy and a farce, an acidic black comedy and an indictment of modern
politics, The Eagle’s Throne is a seriously entertaining and perceptive story of international intrigue,
sexual deception, naked ambition, and treacherous betrayal. In the near future, at a meeting of the
United Nations Security Council, Mexico’s idealistic president has dared to vote against the U.S.
occupation of Colombia and Washington’s refusal to pay OPEC prices for oil. Retaliation is swift.
Concocting  a  “glitch”  in  a  Florida  satellite,  America’s  president  cuts  Mexico’s  communications
systems–no phones, faxes, or e-mails–and plunges the country into an administrative nightmare of
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colossal proportions. Now, despite the motto that “a Mexican politician never puts anything in
writing,” people have no choice but to communicate through letters, which Fuentes crafts with a
keen understanding of man’s motives and desires. As the blizzard of activity grows more and more
complex,  political  adversaries  come  out  to  prey.  The  ineffectual  president,  his  scheming  cabinet
secretary, a thuggish and ruthless police chief, and an unscrupulous, sensual kingmaker are just a
few of the fascinating characters maneuvering and jockeying for position to achieve the power they
all so desperately crave.

The Writings of Carlos Fuentes University of Texas Press
Smitten by the modernity of Cervantes and Borges at an early age, Carlos Fuentes has written
extensively on the cultures of the Americas and elsewhere. His work includes over a dozen novels,
among them The Death of Artemio Cruz, Christopher Unborn, The Old Gringo, and Terra Nostra,
several volumes of short stories, numerous essays on literary, cultural, and political topics, and
some theater. In this book, Raymond Leslie Williams traces the themes of history, culture, and
identity in Fuentes' work, particularly in his complex, major novel Terra Nostra. He opens with a
biography of Fuentes that links his works to his intellectual life. The heart of the study is Williams'
extensive reading of the novel Terra Nostra, in which Fuentes explores the presence of Spanish
culture  and  history  in  Latin  America.  Williams  concludes  with  a  look  at  how  Fuentes'  other  fiction
relates to Terra Nostra, including Fuentes' own division of his work into fourteen cycles that he calls
"La Edad del Tiempo," and with an interview in which Fuentes discusses his concept of this cyclical
division.

The Campaign Macmillan
Baltasar  Bustos--an  inflamed  revolutionary  democrat--sneaks  into  the  bedroom  of  the  wife  of  the
Marquise de Cabra and kidnaps her baby, replacing it with the child of a black prostitute, and falls
instantly in love with the Marquise's sleeping wife

Have You Seen Marie? Vintage
Have You Seen Marie? showcases the storytelling magic of Sandra Cisneros, beloved author of The
House on Mango Street and winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for Achievement in International
Literature. This lyrically told, richly illustrated fable for adults is the tale of a woman's search, in the
wake of her mother's death, for a missing cat-and a reminder that love, even when it goes astray,
does not stay lost forever.

Doubles and Hybrids in Latin American Gothic Routledge
Doubles and Hybrids in Latin American Gothic focuses on a recurrent motif that is fundamental in
the Gothic—the double. This volume explores how this ancient notion acquires tremendous force in
a  region,  Latin  America,  which  is  itself  defined  by  duplicity  (indigenous/European,  autochthonous
religions/Catholic). Despite this duplicity and at the same time because of it, this region has also
generated "mestizaje," or forms resulting from racial mixing and hybridity. This collection, then,
aims to contribute to the current discussion about the Gothic in Latin America by examining the

doubles and hybrid forms that result from the violent yet culturally fertile process of colonization
that took place in the area.

Holy Place Dutton Adult

Blasphemy

New and Selected Stories Grove/Atlantic, Inc.
Sherman Alexie’s stature as a writer of stories, poems, and novels has soared over the course of his
twenty-book, twenty-year career. His wide-ranging, acclaimed stories from the last two decades
have established him as a star in contemporary American literature. A bold and irreverent observer
of life among Native Americans in the Pacific Northwest, the daring, versatile, funny, and outrageous
Alexie showcases all his talents in Blasphemy, where he unites twelve beloved classics with twelve
new stories  in  one  sweeping  anthology  for  devoted  fans  and  first-time  readers.  Included  here  are
some of his most esteemed tales, including “What You Pawn I Will Redeem,” "This is What it Means
to Say Phoenix, Arizona,” “The Toughest Indian in the World,” and his most recent, “War Dances.”
Alexie’s twelve new stories are fresh and quintessential,  about amateur and donkey basketball
leagues, extreme hoarding, lethal wind turbines, marriage, and all species of contemporary warriors
in America today. An indispensable collection of new and classic stories, Blasphemy reminds us, on
every thrilling page, why Sherman Alexie is one of our greatest contemporary writers and a true
master of the short story.

This I Believe

An A to Z of a Life Random House
In this masterly, deeply personal, and provocative book, the internationally renowned Mexican writer
Carlos Fuentes, whose work has been called “a combination of Poe, Baudelaire, and Isak Dinesen”
(Newsweek), steps back to survey the wellsprings of art and ideology, the events that have shaped
our time, and his extraordinary life and fiercest passions. Arranged alphabetically from “Amore” to
“Zurich,” This I Believe takes us on a marvelous inner journey with a great writer. Fuentes ranges
wide, from contradictions inherent in Latin American culture and politics to his long friendship with
director  Luis  Buñuel.  Along  the  way,  we  find  reflection  on  the  mixed  curse  and  blessing  of
globalization; memories of a sexual initiation in Zurich; a fond tracing of a family tree heavy with
poets, dreamers, and diplomats; evocations of the streets, cafés, and bedrooms of Washington,
Paris, Santiago de Chile, Cambridge, Oaxaca, and New York; and a celebration of literary heroes
including Balzac, Cervantes, Faulkner, Kafka, and Shakespeare. Throughout, Fuentes captivates with
the power of his intellect and his prose. Here, too, are vivid, often heartbreaking glimpses into his
personal life. “Silvia” is a powerful love letter to his beloved wife. In “Children,” Fuentes recalls the
births  of  his  daughters  and  the  tragic  death  of  his  son;  in  “Cinema”  he  relives  the  magic  of  films
such as Citizen Kane and The Wizard of Oz. Further extending his reach, he examines the collision
between history and contemporary life in “Civil Society,” “Left,” and “Revolution.” And he poignantly
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addresses the experiences we all hold in common as he grapples with beauty, death, freedom, God,
and sex. By turns provocative and intimate, partisan and universal, this book is a brilliant summation
of an international literary career. Revisiting the influences, commitments, readings, and insights of
a  lifetime,  Fuentes  has  fashioned  a  magnificently  coherent  statement  of  his  view  of  the  world,
reminding us once again why reading Fuentes is “like standing beneath the dome of the Sistine
Chapel. . . . The breadth and enormity of this accomplishment is breathtaking” (The Denver Post).

The Archetypes of Carlos Fuentes

From Witch to Androgyne Hamden, Conn. : Archon Books
Analyzes the works of the Mexican novelist in terms of their use of myth, especially the fantastic
figures of the witch and the hermaphrodite

War Dances

Stories and Poems Open Road Media
The bestselling, award-winning author’s “fiercely freewheeling collection of stories and poems about
the tragicomedies of ordinary lives” (O, The Oprah Magazine). Winner of the PEN/Faulkner Award for
Fiction, War Dances blends short stories, poems, call-and-response, and more into something that
only Sherman Alexie could have written. Ordinary men stand at the threshold of profound change,
from a story about a famous writer caring for a dying but still willful father, to the tale of a young
Indian boy who learns to value his own life by appreciating the deaths of others. Perceptions change,
too, as “Another Proclamation” casts a shadow over Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation,
and “Invisible Dog on a Leash” limns the heartbreak of shattered childhood illusions. And nostalgia
for antiquated technology is tenderly rendered in “Ode to Mix Tapes” and “Ode for Pay Phones.”
With his  versatile  voice,  Alexie explores love,  betrayal,  fatherhood,  alcoholism, and art  in  this
spirited,  soulful,  and endlessly entertaining collection,  transcending genre boundaries to create
something truly unique. This ebook features an illustrated biography including rare photos from the
author’s personal collection.

Aura /Vida y Obra Norma S A Editorial
A young scholar falls passionately in love with the niece of an aged widow and discovers the true
relationship between the two women, in a short novel by the famed Mexican writer.

Say Her Name

A Novel Grove/Atlantic, Inc.
Inspired by the author’s own experience, this is “a beautiful love story, and an extraordinary story of
loss” (Colm Tóibín).  In 2005, celebrated novelist Francisco Goldman married Aura Estrada at a
Mexican hacienda. More than twenty years his junior, Aura was a gifted young writer on the cusp of
her own brilliant career,  and the two were deeply in love. Then, a month before their second

anniversary, Aura broke her neck bodysurfing while they were on vacation. Goldman was blamed by
Aura’s family—and crippled by his own grief and self-recrimination. In the aftermath of the accident,
he  wrote  Say  Her  Name,  pouring  his  feelings  of  love  and  unspeakable  loss  into  a  fictionalized
account of their brief time together. Hungry to keep Aura alive in his memory, Goldman collects
everything he can about his dead wife. From her childhood and university days in Mexico City with
her fiercely devoted mother to her studies at Columbia University, through the couple’s time in New
York City and travels to Mexico and Europe, Goldman seeks her essence and grieves her loss, using
the writings she left behind as his prism. Filled with “propulsive drama” (The Boston Globe), Say Her
Name is a tribute to Aura, who she was and who she would’ve been, that “will transport you into the
most primal joy in the human repertoire—the joy of loving” (San Francisco Chronicle).

The Secret of Dreams Good Press
"The Secret of Dreams" by Yacki Raizizun. Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide
range of titles that encompasses every genre. From well-known classics & literary fiction and non-
fiction to forgotten−or yet undiscovered gems−of world literature, we issue the books that need to
be read. Each Good Press edition has been meticulously edited and formatted to boost readability
for all e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are user-friendly and accessible to
everyone in a high-quality digital format.

The Buried Mirror

Reflections on Spain and the New World Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
An exploration  of  Spanish  culture  in  Spain  and  the  Americas  traces  the  social,  political,  and
economic forces that created that culture

The Best American Poetry 2015 Simon and Schuster
Title page verso indicates hardcover edition, but this ISBN is for the paperback printing.

Where the Air is Clear

A Novel
Story of contemporary, tumultuous Mexico City, its oppressed workers, its displaced aristocrats, its
decadent international set, and its heritage of rebellion.

A Change of Skin Farrar, Straus and Giroux
First published in 1968, Carlos Fuentes's controversial novel A Change of Skin tells the story of four
persons who drive from Mexico City to Veracruz one Palm Sunday. The Driver of the car is Franz, an
ex-Nazi, and with him is his young Mexican lover Isabel, the talented but failed poet Javier, and his
embittered  wife,  Elizabeth.  There  is  a  fifth  person  as  well--the  Narrator.  Through  him we  discover
that all the characters are searching for some real value in their lives: love for Elizabeth, creating in
the case of Javier, experience for Isabel, and redemption for Franz.



Aura Carlos Fuentes 7

7

Myself with Others

Selected Essays Farrar, Straus and Giroux
In  Myself  with Others,  Fuentes has assembled essays reflecting three of  the great  elements of  his

work: autobiography, love of literature, and politics. They include his reflections on his beginning as
a writer, his celebrated Harvard University commencement address, and his trenchant examinations
of Cervantes, Gabriel Garcia Marquez, and Borges.


