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it is deeply connected
to real life (thanks to
the rise of
philosophical
rationalism, the
influences of
Puritanism, the
expansion of the
reading public)

THE RESTORATION
AND THE AUGUSTAN
AGE

Augustan age in
English literature is
also called neo-
classical age because
the classical works
were copied and
translated into English.
This age is
characteristic of
satires. It is important
to read about the
Restoration age in
English Literature
before beginning the
Augustan Age in
English literature.
Prose: Non-Fiction

Augustan Age in
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English literature |
Important Authors

Specifically, the
Augustan Age was the
period after the
Restoration era to the
death of Alexander
Pope (1690 - 1744).
The major writers of
the age were Pope and
John Dryden in poetry,
and Jonathan Swift and
Joseph Addison in
prose.

Neoclassical Era:
The Age

Restoration literature,
English literature
written after the
Restoration of the
monarchy in 1660
following the period of
the Commonwealth.
Some literary
historians speak of the
period as bounded by
the reign of Charles Il
(1660-85), while others
prefer to include within
its scope the writings



produced during the
reign of James Il
(1685-88), and even
literature of the 1690s
is often spoken of as
“Restoration.”

Restoration
literature | English
literary period |
Britannica

In literature: Literary
language ...or Edward
Gibbon (the so-called
Augustan plain style in
literature became
popular in the late 17th
century and flourished
throughout the 18th,
but it was really a
special form of rhetoric
with antecedent
models in Greek and
Latin). The first person
to write major works of
literature in the
ordinary... Read More

Augustan Age |
English literature |
Britannica

Wit and intellectual

12

conceits shaped the
tone of much Augustan
writing (following on
from the clever
arguments of the
metaphysical poets).
Satire had already
been a feature of
Restoration literature,
prior to the Augustan
era, but at that time it
was more
circumscribed due to
threat of prosecution
for defamation.

An introduction to
Augustan literature
from Crossref-it.info
Augustan-era drama
ended definitively in
1737 with the
Licensing Act. Prior to
1737, the English stage
was changing rapidly
from Restoration
comedy and
Restoration drama and
their noble subjects to
the quickly developing
melodrama. George
Lillo and Richard Steele
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wrote the trend-setting
plays of the early
Augustan period. Lillo's
plays consciously
turned from heroes
and kings toward
shopkeepers and
apprentices.

Augustan drama -
Wikipedia

The major surviving
Augustan Age
literature is mostly
from poets, with the
exception of prose
writer Livy. These
Augustan Age poets
had an advantage over
most writers: wealthy
patrons who afforded
them the leisure to
write -- and read, since
according to Suetonius,
there was, then, a
library to read from.

A List of Writers of
Augustan Age of
Literature

This period is marked
by the end of the

Restoration era at its
beginning,
approximately 1690,
and by the death of
Alexander Pope in
1744. Augustan Poetry
In Latin literature,
Augustan poetry is the
poetry that flourished
during the reign of
Caesar Augustus as
Emperor of Rome,
most notably including
the works of Virgil,
Horace, and Ovid.

AUGUSTAN -
information -
Augustan Literature
Background: The
Augustans and the Age
of Reason The
Restoration refers to
the restoration of the
monarchy when
Charles Il was restored
to the throne of
England following an
eleven-year
Commonwealth period
during which the
country was governed



by Parliament under
the direction of the
Puritan General Oliver
Cromwell.

The Restoration and
the 18th Century |
English Literature |
Augustan poetry is the
poetry that flourished
during the reign of
Caesar Augustus as
Emperor of Rome,
most notably including
the works of Virgil,
Horace, and Ovid. This
poetry was more
explicitly political than
the poetry that had
preceded it, and it was
distinguished by a
greater degree of
satire.

Augustan Poetry
Augustan literature is a
style of English
literature whose origins
correspond roughly
with the reigns of
Queen Anne, King
George |, and George

Il. In contemporary
critical parlance, it
refers to the literature
of 1700 up to
approximately 1760
(or, for some, 1789).

Augustan literature -
cs.mcgill.ca

link between
Restoration and
Augustan literature;
although he wrote
ribald comedies in the
Restoration vein, his
verse satires were
highly admired by the
generation of poets
who followed him, and
his writings on
literature were very
much in a neoclassical
spirit. But more

The Augustan Age -
Ruth Nestvold

The Restoration Age
refers to the time when
monarchy was restored
after Oliver Cromwell's
Protectorate was
overthrown. King
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Charles Il ascended the
throne, and literature
began to flourish after
a major setback during
the previous era. The
Whigs and Tories
started rising during
this period.

M2 Augustan
Literature -

15
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