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The Man Who Watched the Trains
Go By Penguin
“One  of  the  greatest  writers  of  the
twentieth  century  .  .  .  Simenon  was
unequaled  at  making  us  look  inside,
though the  ability  was  masked by  his
brilliance at absorbing us obsessively in
his  stories.”  —The  Guardian  In  this
Georges Simenon classic, a Dutch clerk
flees  to  Paris  with  his  crooked  boss’s
money and meets the woman behind the
man “A certain furtive, almost shameful
emotion . . . disturbed him whenever he
saw  a  t ra in  go  by ,  a  n ight  t ra in
especially, its blinds drawn down on the
mystery  of  its  passengers.”  Kees
Popinga is  a  respectable  Dutch citizen
and  family  man—until  the  day  he
discovers his  boss has bankrupted the
shipping  firm  he  works  for,  and
something  snaps.  Kees  used  to  watch
the trains go by on their way to exciting
destinations.  Now,  on  some  dark
impulse, he boards one at random, and
begins  a  new life  of  recklessness  and

violence.  The  Man  Who  Watched  the
Trains Go By is a chilling portrayal of a
man who breaks from society and goes
on the run asks who we are, and what
we are capable of.
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Closely Watched Trains Northwestern
University Press
Hrabal's postwar classic about a young
man's  coming  of  age  in  German-
occupied  Czechoslovakia  is  among  his
most  beloved  and  accessible  works.
Closely Watched Trains is the subtle and
poetic  portrait  of  Milos  Hrma,  a  timid
young railroad apprentice who insulates
himself  with  fantasy  against  a  reality
filled  with  cruelty  and  grief.  Day  after
day  as  he  watches  trains  fly  by,  he
torments himself with the suspicion that
he  himself  is  being  watched and with
fears  of  impotency.  Hrma  finally  affirms
his manhood and, with a sense of peace
and purpose he has never known before,
heroically confronts a trainload of Nazis.

Dirty Snow New York Review of Books
Nineteen-year-old Frank Friedmaier lives
in  a  country  under  occupation.  Most
people struggle to get by; Frank takes it
easy in his mother’s whorehouse, which
caters  to  members  of  the  occupying
forces.  But  Frank  is  restless.  He  is  a
pimp, a thug, a petty thief, and, as Dirty
Snow  opens,  he  has  just  killed  his  first
man. Through the unrelenting darkness
and cold of an endless winter, Frank will
pursue  abjection  until  at  last  there  is
nowhere  to  go.  Hans  Koning  has
described Dirty Snow as “one of the very
few  novels  to  come  out  of  German-
occupied  France  that  gets  it  exactly
right.” In a study of the criminal mind
that  is  comparable  to  Jim Thompson’s
The Killer Inside Me, Simenon maps a no
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man’s land of the spirit in which human
nature  is  driven  to  destruction—and
redemption, perhaps, as well—by forces
beyond its control.

The  Book  of  Hrabal  Northwestern
University  Press
An  elaborate,  elegant  homage  to  the
great  Czech storyteller  Bohumil  Hrabal
(author of Closely Watched Trains), The
Book of Hrabal is also a farewell to the
years of communism in Eastern Europe
and  a  glowing  paean  to  the  mixed
blessings of domestic life.

Red Lights New York Review of Books
Publisher description

The Man Who Stopped the Trains to
Auschwitz Syracuse University Press
George Mantello, First Secretary of the El
Salvador Consulate in Geneva from 1942
to  1945,  defied  strict  censorship  to
launch  a  press  campaign  against  the
daily  deportation  of  12,000  Hungarian
Jews to Auschwitz. This is the true story
of  one  man’s  efforts  to  bring  horrific
news of the Nazi genocide to the Swiss
public  and  to  the  rest  of  the  world.
Armed with this information, prominent
Swiss  church  leaders  and  theologians
condemned  the  unfolding  Holocaust
from their pulpits, spurring large public
demonstrat ions.  In  400  art ic les
appearing in 120 newspapers, Mantello
reached opinion makers throughout the
world community. International pressure
halted the Hungarian deportations, and
Mantello  distributed  thousands  of
Salvadoran citizenship papers to Jews in
Nazi-occupied territories.  In addition to
Mantello’s  role,  Kranzler  shows  how
Swiss theologians such as karl barth and
paul  Vogt  mobilized  thousands  of
Christians  against  the  Germans  and
against  the  indifference  of  the  Swiss

government  and  the  International  Red
Cross. This fresh look at the intersection
of politics and religion also allows for a
new assessment of Swiss complicity in
the crimes of the Nazi Third Reich.

Tropic Moon New York Review of Books
Newly  translated  for  this  edition.  A
young Frenchman, Joseph Timar, travels
to Gabon carrying a letter of introduction
from an influential uncle. He wants work
experience; he wants to see the world.
But in the oppressive heat and glare of
the equator, Timar doesn’t know what to
do  with  himself,  and  no  one  seems
inclined to help except Adèle, the hotel
owner’s wife, who takes him to bed one
day  and  rebuffs  him  the  next,  leaving
him sick  with  desire.  But  then,  in  the
course of a single night, Adèle’s husband
dies  and a  black  servant  is  shot,  and
Timar is sure that Adèle is involved. He’ll
cover for the crime if she’ll do what he
wants. The fix is in. But Timar can’t even
begin  to  imagine  how deep.  In  Tropic
Moon,  Simenon,  the  master  of  the
psychological  novel,  offers  an
incomparable picture of degeneracy and
corruption in a colonial outpost.

The Girl on the Train Penguin
The #1 New York Times Bestseller, USA
Today Book of  the Year,  now a major
motion picture starring Emily Blunt. The
debut  psychological  thriller  that  will
forever change the way you look at other
people's  lives,  from the author  of  Into
the  Water  and  A  Slow  Fire  Burning.
“Nothing is more addicting than The Girl
on the Train.”—Vanity Fair “The Girl on
the Train has more fun with unreliable
narration  than  any  chiller  since  Gone
Girl.  .  .  .  [It]  is liable to draw a large,
bedazzled  readership.”—The  New  York
Times “Marries movie noir with novelistic
trickery.  .  .  hang  on  tight.  You'll  be
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surprised  by  what  horrors  lurk  around
the bend.”—USA Today “Like  its  train,
the story blasts through the stagnation
of these lives in suburban London and
the  reader  cannot  help  but  turn
pages.”—The  Boston  Globe  “Gone  Girl
fans  will  devour  this  psychological
thriller.”—People EVERY DAY THE SAME
Rachel takes the same commuter train
every morning and night. Every day she
rattles  down  the  track,  flashes  past  a
stretch  of  cozy  suburban  homes,  and
stops  at  the  signal  that  allows  her  to
d a i l y  w a t c h  t h e  s a m e  c o u p l e
breakfasting on their  deck.  She's even
started to feel like she knows them. Jess
and Jason, she calls them. Their life--as
she sees it--is perfect. Not unlike the life
she recently lost. UNTIL TODAY And then
she sees something shocking. It's only a
minute until the train moves on, but it's
enough.  Now  everything's  changed.
Unable to keep it to herself, Rachel goes
to  the  police.  But  is  she  really  as
unreliable  as  they  say?  Soon  she  is
deeply  entangled  not  only  in  the
investigation but in the lives of everyone
involved. Has she done more harm than
good?

The Venice Train Penguin Classics
'There  were  some  weeks  that  were
painful, nerve-racking. At the office or at
home, in the middle of a meal, he would
suddenly  find  his  forehead  bathed  in
sweat, a tightness in his chest, and at
those times, feeling everyone's eyes on
him was unbearable.' When an unusually
inquis i t ive  s t ranger  s t r ikes  up
conversation with Justin Calmar on the
train  home from a  family  holiday,  his
s u n - d r e n c h e d  m e m o r i e s  a r e
overshadowed  by  an  event  that  will
change  his  life  forever.  As  he  travels
alone  through  northern  Italy  and
Switzerland, his carefully constructed life

as an upright citizen begins to unravel,
revealing secret motivations and hidden
impulses  that  threaten  to  overwhelm
him. Originally published in 1965, shortly
after Simenon moved into the spacious
new  home  he  had  built  in  palinges,
Switzerland,  this  chilling  novel  is  a
powerful  exploration  of  the  fragility  of
the human psyche.

Three Bedrooms in Manhattan  New
York Review of Books
An  actor,  recently  divorced,  at  loose
ends  in  New  York;  a  woman,  no  less
lonely,  perhaps  even  more  desperate
than the man: they meet by chance in
an all-night diner and are drawn to each
other  on  the  spot.  Roaming  the  city
streets,  hitting  its  late-night  dives,
dropping another coin into yet another
jukebox, these two lost souls struggle to
understand what it is that has brought
them,  almost  in  spite  of  themselves,
together. They are driven—from moment
t o  m o m e n t ,  f r o m  b e d r o o m  t o
bedroom—to  improvise  the  most
unexpected  of  love  stories,  a  tale  of
suspense  where  risk  alone  offers
salvation.  Georges  Simenon  was  the
most  popular  and  prolific  of  the
twentieth  century’s  great  novelists.
Three  Bedrooms  in  Manhattan—closely
based on the story of his own meeting
with  his  second  wife—is  his  most
passionate  and  revealing  work.

Too Loud a Solitude HMH
A fable about the power of books and
knowledge,  “finely  balanced  between
pathos  and  comedy,”  from  one  of
Czechoslovakia’s  most  popular  authors
(Los Angeles Times). A New York Times
N o t a b l e  B o o k  H a ň t á  h a s  b e e n
compacting  trash  for  thirty-five  years.
Every evening,  he rescues books from
the jaws of his hydraulic press, carries
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them  home,  and  fills  his  house  with
them. Haňtá may be an idiot, as his boss
calls  him,  but  he  is  an  idiot  with  a
difference—the  ability  to  quote  the
Talmud,  Hegel,  and  Lao-Tzu.  In  this
“irresistibly eccentric romp,” the author
Milan Kundera has called “our very best
writer today” celebrates the power and
the indestructibility of the written word
(The New York Times Book Review).

The Men Who Stare at Goats Simon
and Schuster
Bizarre military history: In 1979, a crack
commando unit was established by the
most gifted minds within the U.S. Army.
Defying all  known laws of  physics and
accepted military practice, they believed
that a soldier could adopt the cloak of
invisibility,  pass  cleanly  through  walls,
and—perhaps most chillingly—kill  goats
just by staring at them. They were the
First  Earth  Battalion,  entrusted  with
defending  America  from  all  known
adversaries.  And  they  really  weren’t
joking. What’s more, they’re back—and
they’re  fighting  the  War  on  Terror.  An
uproarious  exploration  of  American
military  paranoia:  With  investigations
ranging from the mysterious “Goat Lab,”
to Uri Geller’s covert psychic work with
the CIA, to the increasingly bizarre role
p layed  by  a  success ion  o f  U .S .
presidents,  this  might  just  be  the
funniest,  most unsettling book you will
ever read—if only because it is all true
and is still happening today.

I  Dream of Trains  Simon & Schuster
Books for Young Readers
The poignant words of two-time Coretta
Scott King Award–winning author Angela
Johnson  and  striking  images  from  fine
artist  Loren  Long  join  forces  in  this
heartbreaking yet uplifting picture book
about a boy, his love for trains, and his

adulation  of  one  legendary  engineer.
Papa says it’s the sound of leaving that
speaks to my soul... A young black boy
toils all day long on a cotton field where
his one escape is watching the trains go
by on the nearby tracks and imagining
they’re  carrying  him  somewhere  far
away—maybe with  Casey Jones at  the
helm. But when the boy loses his hero,
will he lose his dream, too?

Dancing Lessons for the Advanced
in Age New York Review of Books
Rake,  drunkard,  aesthete,  gossip,
raconteur extraordinaire: the narrator of
B o h u m i l  H r a b a l ’ s  r a m b l i n g ,
rambunctious  masterpiece  Dancing
Lessons for the Advanced in Age is all
these and more. Speaking to a group of
sunbathing women who remind him of
lovers  past,  this  elderly  roué  tells  the
story of his life—or at least unburdens
himself of a lifetime’s worth of stories.
Thus  we  learn  of  amatory  conquests
(and  humiliations),  of  scandals  both
pr ivate  and  pub l i c ,  o f  mi l i ta ry
adventures and domestic feuds, of what
things  were  like  “in  the  days  of  the
monarchy”  and  how  they’ve  changed
since.  As  the  book  tumbles  restlessly
forward,  and the comic  tone takes  on
darker  shadings,  we  realize  we  are
listening to a man talking as much out of
desperation as from exuberance. Hrabal,
one of  the  great  Czech writers  of  the
twentieth  century,  as  wel l  as  an
inveterate haunter of Prague’s pubs and
football  stadiums,  developed  a  unique
method which he termed “palavering,”
whereby characters gab and soliloquize
with abandon. Part drunken boast, part
sou l - rend ing  con fess ion ,  par t
metaphysical poem on the nature of love
and time, this astonishing novel (which
unfolds  in  a  s ingle  monumental
sentence) shows why he has earned the
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admiration  of  such  writers  as  Milan
Kundera,  John  Banville,  and  Louise
Erdrich.

The Book Thief Knopf Books for Young
Readers
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • ONE
OF  TIME  MAGAZINE’S  100  BEST  YA
BOOKS OF ALL TIME The extraordinary,
beloved novel about the ability of books
to feed the soul even in the darkest of
times. When Death has a story to tell,
you listen. It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The
country is holding its breath. Death has
never  been  busier,  and  will  become
busier still.  Liesel Meminger is a foster
girl  l iving  outside  of  Munich,  who
scratches  out  a  meager  existence  for
herself by stealing when she encounters
something she can’t  resist–books. With
the help of her accordion-playing foster
father, she learns to read and shares her
stolen books with her neighbors during
bombing raids as well as with the Jewish
man hidden in her basement. In superbly
crafted writing that burns with intensity,
award-winning  author  Markus  Zusak,
author of I Am the Messenger, has given
us one of the most enduring stories of
our time. “The kind of book that can be
life-changing.”  —The  New  York  Times
“Deserves  a  place  on  the  same  shelf
with The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne
Frank.”  —USA  Today  DON’T  MISS
BRIDGE  OF  CLAY,  MARKUS  ZUSAK’S
FIRST  NOVEL  SINCE  THE  BOOK  THIEF.

Playing with Trains Random House
Why do grown men play with trains? Is it
a  primal  attachment  to  childhood,
nostalgia for the lost age of rail travel, or
the  stuff  of  flat-out  obsession?  In  this
delightful  and  unprecedented  book,
Grand  Prix  legend  Sam  Posey  tracks
those  who  share  his  “passion  beyond
scale”  and  discovers  a  wonderfully

strange  and  vital  culture.  Posey’s  first
layout, wired by his mother in the years
just after the Second World War, was, as
he  writes  in  his  Introduction,  “a
miniature universe which I could operate
on my own.  Speed and control:  I  was
fascinated by both, as well as by the way
they were inextricably bound together.”
Eventually, when Posey’s son was born,
he  was  convinced that  building  him a
basement layout would be the highest
expression of fatherhood. Sixteen years
and  thousands  of  hours  later,  this
project,  “the  outgrowth  of  chance
meetings,  unexpected  friendships,
mistakes,  illness,  latent ambitions,  and
sheer  luck”  was  completed.  But  for
Posey,  the  creation  of  his  HO-scale
masterpiece  based  on  the  historic
Colorado  Mid land,  was  just  the
beginning.  In  Playing with  Trains,  Sam
Posey ventures well beyond the borders
o f  h i s  l a y o u t  i n  n o r t h w e s t e r n
Connecticut, to find out what makes the
top  modelers  tick.  He  expects  to  find
men “engaged in a genial hobby, happy
to spend a few hours a week escaping
the  pressures  of  contemporary  life.”
Instead  he  uncovers  a  wor ld  o f
extremes–extreme  commitment,
ext reme  pass ion ,  and  ext reme
differences  of  approach.  For  instance,
Malcolm Furlow, holed up on his ranch in
the  wilderness  of  New  Mexico,  insists
that  model  railroading  is  defined  by
scenery and artistic self-expression. On
the  other  hand,  Tony  Koester,  a  New
Jersey modeler, believes his “mission” is
to replicate, with fanatical precision and
authenticity,  the  way  a  real  railroad
operates.  Going  to  extremes  himself,
Posey actually “test drives” a real steam
engine in Strasburg, Pennsylvania, in an
attempt  to  understand  the  great
machines that inspired the models and
connect us to a time when “the railroad
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was  inventing  America.”  Timeless  and
original,  Playing  with  Trains  reveals  a
classic, questing American world.

The Man who Watched Trains Go by
New York Review of Books
A man who has lived within the lines of
moral  conduct  and  good  behavior  for
most of his life discovers in one fateful
evening that his world is unraveling and
commits murder--an act that seems to
contradict his entire life. Reprint.

Monsieur Monde Vanishes New York
Review of Books
Monsieur Monde is a successful middle-
aged businessman in Paris. One morning
he walks out on his life, leaving his wife
asleep in  bed,  leaving everything.  Not
long after,  he surfaces on the Riviera,
keeping  company  with  drunks,  whores
and pimps, with thieves and their marks.
A  whole  new  world,  where  he  feels
surprisingly  at  home—at  least  for  a
while.  Georges  Simenon  knew  how
obsession, buried for years, can come to
life,  and about  the wreckage it  leaves
b e h i n d .  H e  h a d  a  r e m a r k a b l e
understanding  of  how  bizarrely
unaccountable  people  can  be.  And  he
had an almost uncanny ability to capture
the look and feel of a given place and
time.  Monsieur  Monde  Vanishes  is  a
subtle and profoundly disturbing triumph
by  the  most  popular  of  the  twentieth
century’s great writers.

Aunt Jeanne Harcourt Childrens Books
Returning to her native France after a
thirty-year absence, Jeanne confronts a
family beset by tragedy and sets out to
save what can be saved and to find her
own salvation

Italian  Ways:  On  and  Off  the  Rails
from Milan to Palermo W. W. Norton &

Company
An Italian travelogue describes the trains
that  traverse  the  country,  from  the
architecture of old train stations to the
new high-speed railways,  and portrays
the  author's  memorable  encounters
along  the  way.

I  Served the King of  England  New
Directions Publishing
Chronicles the experiences of Ditie, who
rises  from  busboy  to  hotel  owner  in
World War II  Prague, and whose life is
shaped by the fate of his country before,
during, and after the conflict.

Claude Rains McFarland
The career of Claude Rains is often, and
unfairly, overshadowed by the careers of
the ever-popular  Karloff,  Lugosi,  Chaney
and Rathbone, but few can dispute that
he was truly one of the world’s foremost
character  actors.  The  Invisible  Man,
ironically,  made  him  quite  the  visible
star.  In  his  own inimitable  way,  Rains
later became John Jasper (in Mystery of
E d w i n  D r o o d ) ,  L o u i s  R e n a u l t
(Casablanca), Julius Caesar (Caesar and
Cleopatra), and Mr. Dryden (Lawrence of
Arabia).  While  concentrating  on  Rains’
more  than  fifty  films,  this  book  also
comprehensively  examines  his  work  in
other media: the stage, radio, television
and recordings. His only child, Jessica, in
the foreword, provides a brief biography
of  her  father.  There  are  many  rare
photographs.

The Man from the Train  Simon and
Schuster
An  Edgar  Award  finalist  for  Best  Fact
Crime,  this  “impressive…open-eyed
investigative  inquiry  wrapped  within  a
cultural  history  of  rural  America”  (The
Wall  Street  Journal)  shows  legendary
statistician and baseball writer Bill James
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applying his analytical acumen to crack
an  unsolved  century-old  mystery
surrounding one of the deadliest serial
killers  in  American  history.  Between
1898  and  1912,  families  across  the
country were bludgeoned in their sleep
with the blunt side of an axe. Some of
these cases—like the infamous Villisca,
Iowa,  murders—received  national
attention.  But  most  incidents  went
a lmos t  unno t i ced  ou t s ide  the
communities  in  which  they  occurred.
Few  people  believed  the  crimes  were
related. And fewer still would realize that
all of these families lived within walking
distance  to  a  train  station.  When
celebrated true crime expert Bill James
first  learned  about  these  horrors,  he
began to investigate others that might fit
the  same  pattern.  Applying  the  same
know-how  he  brings  to  his  legendary
baseball  analysis,  he  empirically
determined  which  cr imes  were
committed  by  the  same  person.  Then
after sifting through thousands of local
newspapers,  court  transcripts,  and
public  records,  he  and  his  daughter
Rachel made an astonishing discovery:
they  learned  the  true  identity  of  this
monstrous criminal  and uncovered one
of the deadliest serial killers in America.
“A  suspenseful  historical  account”
(Publishers Weekly, starred review), The
Man  from  the  Train  paints  a  vivid,
psychologically  perceptive  portrait  of
America  at  the  dawn of  the  twentieth
century, when crime was regarded as a
local problem, and opportunistic private
detectives  exploited  a  dysfunctional
judicial system. James shows how these
cultural  factors  enabled  such  an
unspeakable series of  crimes to occur,
and his groundbreaking approach to true
crime  will  convince  skeptics,  amaze
aficionados,  and  change  the  way  we
view  criminal  history.  “A  beautifully

written  and  extraordinarily  researched
narrative…This is no pure whodunit, but
rather  a  how-many-did-he-do”  (Buffalo
News).

The Underground Railroad Anchor
Winner  of  the  Pulitzer  Prize  and  the
National Book Award, this #1 New York
Times  bestseller  chronicles  a  young
slave's  adventures  as  she  makes  a
desperate  bid  for  freedom  in  the
antebellum  South.  The  basis  for  the
acclaimed original Amazon Prime Video
series directed by Barry Jenkins. Cora is
a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia.
An  outcast  even  among  her  fellow
Af r i cans ,  she  i s  on  the  cusp  o f
womanhood—where greater pain awaits.
And so when Caesar, a slave who has
recently arrived from Virginia, urges her
to join him on the Underground Railroad,
she seizes the opportunity and escapes
with  him.  In  Colson  Whitehead's
ingenious conception,  the Underground
Railroad is no mere metaphor: engineers
and conductors operate a secret network
of actual tracks and tunnels beneath the
Southern  soil.  Cora  embarks  on  a
harrowing  flight  from  one  state  to  the
next, encountering, like Gulliver, strange
yet familiar iterations of her own world
at each stop. As Whitehead brilliantly re-
creates  the  terrors  of  the  antebellum
era, he weaves in the saga of our nation,
from the brutal abduction of Africans to
the  unfulfilled  promises  of  the  present
day. The Underground Railroad is both
the gripping tale of one woman's will to
escape the horrors  of  bondage—and a
powerful meditation on the history we all
share.  Look  for  Colson  Whitehead’s
bestselling  new  novel,  Harlem  Shuffle!

Atlas Shrugged Penguin
Peopled  by  larger-than-life  heroes  and
villains, charged with towering questions
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of good and evil, Atlas Shrugged is Ayn
Rand’s  magnum  opus:  a  philosophical
revolution told in the form of an action
thriller—nominated as one of America’s
best-loved  novels  by  PBS’s  The  Great
American Read. Who is John Galt? When
he says that he will stop the motor of the
world, is he a destroyer or a liberator?
Why does he have to fight his battles not
against  his  enemies  but  against  those
who need him most?  Why does  he fight
his hardest battle against the woman he
loves? You will know the answer to these
questions when you discover the reason
behind  the  baffling  events  that  play
havoc with the lives of the amazing men
and  women  in  this  book.  You  wil l
discover  why  a  productive  genius
becomes  a  worthless  playboy...why  a
great steel industrialist is working for his
own destruction...why a composer gives
up  his  career  on  the  night  of  his
triumph...why  a  beautiful  woman  who
runs a transcontinental railroad falls in
love with the man she has sworn to kill.
Atlas  Shrugged,  a  modern  classic  and
Rand’s  most  extensive  statement  of
Objectivism—her  groundbreaking
philosophy—offers  the  reader  the
spectacle of human greatness, depicted
with all the poetry and power of one of
the twentieth century’s leading artists.

The  Invention  of  Hugo  Cabret
Scholastic
ORPHAN,  CLOCK  KEEPER,  AND  THIEF,
twelve-year-old Hugo lives in the walls of
a  busy  Paris  train  station,  where  his
survival  depends  on  secrets  and
anonymity. But when his world suddenly
interlocks with an eccentric girl and her
grandfather, Hugo's undercover life, and
his  most  precious  secret,  are  put  in
jeopardy. A cryptic drawing, a treasured
notebook,  a  stolen  key,  a  mechanical
man, and a hidden message from Hugo's

dead father form the backbone of this
intricate,  tender,  and  spellbinding
mystery.

A Useless Man Archipelago
Sait  Faik  Abasiyanik  was  born  in
Adapazari in 1906 and died of cirrhosis
in  Istanbul  in  1954.  He  wrote  twelve
books of short stories, two novels, and a
book of poetry. His stories celebrate the
natural  world  and  trace  the  plight  of
iconic  characters  in  society:  ancient
coffeehouse  proprietors  and  priests,
dream-addled  fishermen  adn  poets  of
the Princes' Isles, lovers and wandering
minstrels of another time. Many stories
are  loosely  autobiographical  and  deal
with  Sait  Faik's  frustration  with  social
convention,  the  relentless  pace  of
westernization, and the slow but steady
ethnic  cleansing  of  his  city.  His  fluid,
limpid  surfaces  might  seem  to  be  in
keeping  with  the  restrictions  that  the
architects of the new Republic placed on
language and culture, but the truth lies
in their dark, subversive undercurrents.
Sait  Faik  donated  his  estate  to  the
Daruşafaka foundation for orphans, and
th is  foundat ion  has  s ince  been
committed  to  promoting  his  work.  His
former family home on Burgazada was
recently restored, and now functions as
a museum honoring his life and work. He
is  still  greatly  revered:  Turkey's  most
prestigious short story award carries his
name and nearly every Turk knows by
heart a line or a story by Sait Faik.

The Curious Incident of the Dog in
the Night-Time Anchor Canada
A  bestselling  modern  classic—both
poignant  and  funny—narrated  by  a
fifteen year old autistic savant obsessed
with  Sherlock  Holmes,  this  dazzling
novel weaves together an old-fashioned
mystery, a contemporary coming-of-age
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story, and a fascinating excursion into a
mind incapable of processing emotions.
Christopher John Francis Boone knows all
the  countries  of  the  world  and  their
capitals and every prime number up to
7,057.  Although gifted with a superbly
logical  brain,  Christopher  is  autistic.
E v e r y d a y  i n t e r a c t i o n s  a n d
admonishments have little meaning for
him.  At  fifteen,  Christopher’s  carefully
constructed  world  falls  apart  when  he
finds  his  neighbour’s  dog  Wellington
impaled  on  a  garden  fork,  and  he  is
in i t ia l ly  b lamed  for  the  k i l l ing.
Christopher  decides  that  he  will  track
down  the  real  killer,  and  turns  to  his
favourite  fictional  character,  the
impeccably logical Sherlock Holmes, for
inspiration.  But  the  investigation  leads
him down some unexpected paths and
ultimately brings him face to face with
the dissolution of his parents’ marriage.
As  Christopher  tries  to  deal  with  the
crisis within his own family, the narrative
draws  readers  into  the  workings  of
Christopher’s mind. And herein lies the
key to the brilliance of Mark Haddon’s
choice of narrator: The most wrenching
of emotional moments are chronicled by
a boy who cannot fathom emotions. The
effect  is  dazzling,  making for  one of  the
freshest  debut  in  years:  a  comedy,  a
tearjerker,  a mystery story,  a novel  of
exceptional  literary  merit  that  is  great
fun to read.

All My Cats New Directions Publishing
A  literary  master’s  story  about  the
aggravations and great joys of cats, from
“a  most  sophisticated  novelist,  with  a
gusting humor and a hushed tenderness
of detail” (Julian Barnes) In the autumn
of  1965,  flush  with  the  unexpected
success  of  his  first  published books,  the
Czech author Bohumil Hrabal bought a
cottage in Kersko, about an hour’s drive

east of Prague. From then until his death
in  1997,  he  divided  his  time  between
Prague and Kersko, where he wrote and
tended  to  a  community  of  feral  cats.
Over the years, his relationship to cats
grew  deeper  and  more  complex,
becoming a measure of  the pressures,
both private and public,  that impinged
on his life as a writer. Despite the tender
love he feels for the cats, especially his
favorites who share his bed, there are
moments  of  intense  violence—as  he
controls the feline population explosion
explosively. All My Cats, written in 1983
after a serious car accident, is best seen
as a confessional memoir, the chronicle
of an author who becomes overwhelmed
by his cats and his life, and is driven to
the brink of madness by the dilemmas
his indulgent love for the animals have
created. In the end, All My Cats becomes
a  book  about  Hrabal’s  relationship  to
nature,  about  the  unlikely  sources  of
redemption that come to him unbidden,
like a gift from the cosmos—and about
love.

Mr Hire's Engagement Penguin
“One  of  the  greatest  writers  of  the
twentieth  century  .  .  .  Simenon  was
unequaled  at  making  us  look  inside,
though the  ability  was  masked by  his
brilliance at absorbing us obsessively in
his  stories.”  —The Guardian The basis
for  the  1947  French  film  noir  classic
Panique,  which  was  rereleased  in
January 2017 Georges Simenon’s chilling
portrayal of tragic love, persecution and
betrayal  “One  sensed  in  him  neither
flesh  nor  bone,  nothing  but  soft,  flaccid
matter, so much so that his movements
were  hard  to  make out.  Very  red  lips
stood out from his orb-like face, as did
the thin moustache that he curled with
an  iron  and  looked  as  if  it  had  been
drawn  on  wi th  Ind ia  ink ;  on  h is
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cheekbones were the symmetrical pink
dots  of  a  doll's  cheeks.”  People  find  Mr.
Hire strange, disconcerting. The tenants
in his building try to avoid him. He is a
peeping Tom,  a  frequent  client  of  sex
workers, a dealer in unsavory literature.
He is also the prime suspect for a brutal
murder that he did not commit. But Mr.
Hire’s  innocence  will  not  stand  in  the
way of those looking for a scapegoat as
t ragedy  unfo lds  in  th is  qu iet ly
devastating and deeply unnerving novel.

My Side of the Mountain Penguin
" S h o u l d  a p p e a l  t o  a l l  r u g g e d
individualists  who  dream of  escape  to
the forest."—The New York Times Book
Review Sam Gribley is terribly unhappy
living in New York City with his family, so
he runs away to the Catskill Mountains
to live in the woods—all by himself. With
only  a  penknife,  a  ball  of  cord,  forty
dollars,  and  some  flint  and  steel,  he
intends  to  survive  on  his  own.  Sam
learns  about  courage,  danger,  and
independence  during  his  year  in  the
wilderness, a year that changes his life
forever. “An extraordinary book .  .  .  It
will be read year after year.” —The Horn
Book

The Road Vintage
NATIONAL  BESTSELLER  •  WINNER  OF
THE PULITZER PRIZE • A searing, post-
apocalyptic  novel  about  a  father  and
son's  fight  to  survive,  this  "tale  of
survival  and  the  miracle  of  goodness
only  adds  to  McCarthy's  stature  as  a
living  master.  It's  gripping,  frightening
and, ultimately, beautiful" (San Francisco
Chronicle).  A  father  and  his  son  walk
alone through burned America. Nothing
moves  in  the  ravaged landscape  save
the ash on the wind. It is cold enough to
crack stones, and when the snow falls it
is gray. The sky is dark. Their destination

is the coast, although they don't know
what,  if  anything,  awaits  them  there.
They  have  nothing;  just  a  pistol  to
defend themselves against  the lawless
bands that  stalk  the road,  the clothes
they are wearing, a cart  of  scavenged
food—and each other. The Road is the
profoundly moving story of a journey. It
boldly  imagines  a  future  in  which  no
hope remains,  but  in  which the father
and  his  son,  "each  the  other's  world
entire," are sustained by love. Awesome
in  the  totality  of  its  vision,  it  is  an
unflinching  meditation  on  the  worst  and
the best that we are capable of: ultimate
destructiveness, desperate tenacity, and
the  tenderness  that  keeps  two people
alive in the face of total devastation.

The President Melville House
Restored  to  print  for  the  first  time  in
more than forty years, The President was
hailed by the New York Times as a “tour
de force” At 82, the former premier lives
in alert and suspicious retirement—self
exile—on  the  Normandy  coast,  writing
his  anxiously  anticipated  memoirs  and
receiving  visits  from  statesman  and
biographers.  In  his  library  is  the  self-
condemning,  handwritten confession of
the  premier ’ s  fo rmer  a t taché ,
Chalamont, hidden between the pages of
a  sumptuously  produced  work  of
privately  printed  pornography—a
confession that the premier himself had
dictated and forced Chalamont to sign.
Now the  long-thwarted  Chalamont  has
been summoned to form a new coalition
in  the  wake  of  the  government’s
collapse.  The  premier  alone  possesses
the secret  of  Chalamont’s  guilt,  of  his
true character—and has publicly vowed:
“He’ll  never be Premier as long as I’m
alive...  Nor  when  I’m  dead,  either.”
Inspired  by  French  Premier  Georges
Clemenceau,  The  President  is  a
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masterpiece  of  psychological  suspense
and a probing account of the decline of
power.  From  the  Trade  Paperback
edition.

My Merry Mornings
Seven witty stories, one for each day of
the week, give a vivid picture of Prague
before the Velvet Revolution.

A  Field  Guide  to  Trains  of  North
America Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Identifies  more  than  170  locomotives
and cars, grouped by visual similarity for
ease  of  identification  and  including
statistical  data,  manufacturing  history,
and usage by railroads

Railways  in  the  British  Landscape
Amberley Publishing Limited
A breathtaking selection of photographs
showcasing railway journeys as a part of
the British landscape.

Hobo Three Rivers Press
Describes the author's  life  as a young
hobo, riding the rails across America as

he  embarked  on  a  deeply  personal
odyssey of self-discovery and freedom,
and  recalls  some  of  the  fascinating
characters  he  encountered  along  the
way. Reprint.

The Man who Watched the Trains Go
By, Translated from the French by
Stuart Gilbert

The Factory of Facts Vintage
The  acclaimed  author  of  Low  Life
reinvents  the  memoir  in  a  cunning,
lyrical  book that is at once a personal
history  and  a  meditat ion  on  the
construction of identity. Born in Belgium
but  raised  in  New  Jersey,  Luc  Sante
transformed himself from a pious, timid
Belgian  boy  into  a  loutish  American
adolescent, who eschewed French while
fantasizing about the pop star Françoise
Hardy. To show how this transformation
came  about--and  why  it  remained
incomplete--The  Factory  of  Facts
combines family anecdote and ancestral
legend;  detailed  forays  into  Belgian
history, language, and religion; and deft
synopses of the American character.


