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Culture in a Liquid Modern World John Wiley & Sons
In its original formulation, ‘culture' was intended to be an agent for change, a mission undertaken
with the aim of educating ‘the people' by bringing the best of human thought and creativity to them.
But in our contemporary liquid-modern world, culture has lost its missionary role and has become a
means of seduction: it seeks no longer to enlighten the people but to seduce them. The function of
culture today is not to satisfy existing needs but to create new ones, while simultaneously ensuring
that existing needs remain permanently unfulfilled. Culture today likens itself to a giant department
store where the shelves are overflowing with desirable goods that are changed on a daily basis - just
long  enough  to  stimulate  desires  whose  gratification  is  perpetually  postponed.  In  this  new  book,
Zygmunt Bauman - one of the most brilliant and influential social thinkers of our time - retraces the
peregrinations of the concept of culture and examines its fate in a world marked by the powerful
new forces of globalization, migration and the intermingling of populations. He argues that Europe
has a particularly  important  role  to play in  revitalizing our  understanding of  culture,  precisely
because Europe, with its great diversity of peoples, languages and histories, is the space where the
Other is always one's neighbour and where each is constantly called upon to learn from everyone
else.

Culture in a Liquid Modern World Polity
In its original formulation, ‘culture’ was intended to be an agent for change, a mission undertaken
with the aim of educating ‘the people’ by bringing the best of human thought and creativity to them.
But in our contemporary liquid-modern world, culture has lost its missionary role and has become a
means of seduction: it seeks no longer to enlighten the people but to seduce them. The function of
culture today is not to satisfy existing needs but to create new ones, while simultaneously ensuring
that existing needs remain permanently unfulfilled. Culture today likens itself to a giant department
store where the shelves are overflowing with desirable goods that are changed on a daily basis - just
long  enough  to  stimulate  desires  whose  gratification  is  perpetually  postponed.  In  this  new  book
Zygmunt Bauman - one of the most brilliant and influential social thinkers of our time - retraces the
peregrinations of the concept of culture and examines its fate in a world marked by the powerful
new forces of globalization, migration and the intermingling of populations. He argues that Europe
has a  particularly  important  role  to  play  in  revitalizing  our  understanding of  culture  precisely
because Europe, with its great diversity of peoples, languages and histories, is the space where the
Other is always one’s neighbour and where each is constantly called upon to learn from everyone
else.
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Routledge Handbook of Cultural Sociology

2nd Edition Routledge
The thoroughly revised and updated second edition of the Routledge Handbook of Cultural Sociology
provides an unparalleled overview of sociological and related scholarship on the complex relations of
culture to social structures and everyday life. With 70 essays written by scholars from around the
world, the book brings diverse approaches into dialogue, charting new pathways for understanding
culture  in  our  global  era.  Short,  accessible  chapters  by  contributing  authors  address  classic
questions, emergent issues, and new scholarship on topics ranging from cultural and social theory to
politics  and  the  state,  social  stratification,  identity,  community,  aesthetics,  and  social  and  cultural
movements.  In  addition,  contributors  explore  developments  central  to  the  constitution  and
reproduction of culture, such as power, technology, and the organization of work. This handbook is
essential  reading  for  undergraduate  and postgraduate  students  interested  in  a  wide  range of
subfields  within  sociology,  as  well  as  cultural  studies,  media  and communication,  and postcolonial
theory.

Liquid Modernity John Wiley & Sons
In this new book, Bauman examines how we have moved away from a 'heavy' and 'solid', hardware-
focused modernity to a 'light' and 'liquid', software-based modernity. This passage, he argues, has
brought profound change to all  aspects of the human condition. The new remoteness and un-
reachability  of  global  systemic  structure  coupled  with  the  unstructured  and  under-defined,  fluid
state of the immediate setting of life-politics and human togetherness, call for the rethinking of the
concepts and cognitive frames used to narrate human individual experience and their joint history.
This book is dedicated to this task. Bauman selects five of the basic concepts which have served to
make sense of shared human life - emancipation, individuality, time/space, work and community -
and traces their successive incarnations and changes of meaning. Liquid Modernity concludes the
analysis undertaken in Bauman's two previous books Globalization: The Human Consequences and
In Search of Politics. Together these volumes form a brilliant analysis of the changing conditions of
social and political life by one of the most original thinkers writing today.

Liquid Life John Wiley & Sons
'Liquid life’ is the kind of life commonly lived in our contemporary, liquid-modern society. Liquid life
cannot stay on course, as liquid-modern society cannot keep its shape for long. Liquid life is a
precarious life, lived under conditions of constant uncertainty. The most acute and stubborn worries
that haunt this liquid life are the fears of being caught napping, of failing to catch up with fast
moving events, of overlooking the ‘use by’ dates and being saddled with worthless possessions, of
missing the moment calling for a change of tack and being left behind. Liquid life is also shot
through by a contradiction: it  ought to be a (possibly unending) series of new beginnings, yet
precisely for that reason it is full of worries about swift and painless endings, without which new
beginnings would be unthinkable. Among the arts of liquid-modern living and the skills needed to
practice  them,  getting  rid  of  things  takes  precedence  over  their  acquisition.  This  and  other

challenges of life in a liquid-modern society are traced and unravelled in the successive chapters of
this new book by one of the most brilliant and original social thinkers of our time.

Liquid Love

On the Frailty of Human Bonds John Wiley & Sons
This book is about the central figure of our contemporary, ‘liquid modern’ times – the man or woman
with no bonds, and particularly with none of the fixed or durable bonds that would allow the effort of
self-definition and self-assertion to come to a rest. Having no permanent bonds, the denizen of our
liquid modern society must tie whatever bonds they can to engage with others, using their own wits,
skill and dedication. But none of these bonds are guaranteed to last. Moreover, they must be tied
loosely so that they can be untied again, quickly and as effortlessly as possible, when circumstances
change – as they surely will in our liquid modern society, over and over again. The uncanny frailty of
human bonds, the feeling of insecurity that frailty inspires, and the conflicting desires to tighten the
bonds yet keep them loose, are the principal themes of this important new book by Zygmunt
Bauman,  one  of  the  most  original  and  influential  social  thinkers  of  our  time.  It  will  be  of  great
interest to students and scholars in sociology and in the social sciences and humanities generally,
and it will appeal to anyone interested in the changing nature of human relationships.

Liquid Fear John Wiley & Sons
Modernity was supposed to be the period in human history when the fears that pervaded social life
in the past could be left behind and human beings could at last take control of their lives and tame
the  uncontrolled  forces  of  the  social  and  natural  worlds.  And  yet,  at  the  dawn  of  the  twenty-first
century, we live again in a time of fear.  Whether its the fear of natural disasters, the fear of
environmental catastrophes or the fear of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, we live today in a state of
constant anxiety about the dangers that could strike unannounced and at any moment. Fear is the
name we give to our uncertainty in the face of the dangers that characterize our liquid modern age,
to our ignorance of what the threat is and our incapacity to determine what can and can't be done to
counter it. This new book by Zygmunt Bauman one of the foremost social thinkers of our time is an
inventory of liquid modern fears. It is also an attempt to uncover their common sources, to analyse
the obstacles that pile up on the road to their discovery and to examine the ways of putting them
out of action or rendering them harmless. Through his brilliant account of the fears and anxieties
that weigh on us today, Bauman alerts us to the scale of the task which we shall have to confront
through most of the current century if we wish our fellow humans to emerge at its end feeling more
secure and self-confident than we feel at its beginning.

Liquid Sociology

Metaphor in Zygmunt Bauman’s Analysis of Modernity Routledge
Zygmunt Bauman’s ’liquid sociology’ confronts the awesome task of reminding individual men and
women that an alternative way of living together is within our eminent capabilities, if only we start
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to think differently about our world. The metaphor of ’liquidity’, which has become such a prominent
feature of his writings since 2000, provides us with just such a new interpretation, with a novel ’way
of seeing’. Each chapter in this unique collection takes seriously Bauman’s analysis of modernity as
’liquid’, throwing new light upon global social problems, as well as opening up a space for assessing
the nature of Bauman’s contribution to sociology, and for understanding what may be gained and
lost  by  embracing  an  artistic  sensibility  within  the  social  sciences.  With  contributions  from
internationally renowned scholars, this book will appeal to all those interested in Bauman’s work,
especially within sociology, social, political and cultural theory, and to anyone curious about the
value of metaphor in interpreting the social world.

Desert Islands and the Liquid Modern Springer Nature
This  book  investigates  desert  islands  in  postwar  anglophone  popular  culture,  exploring
representations in radio, print and screen advertising, magazine cartoons, cinema, video games, and
comedy, drama and reality television. Drawing on Zygmunt Bauman’s theory of liquid modernity,
desert  island texts  are  analysed in  terms of  their  intersections  with  repressive and seductive
mechanisms of power. Chapters focus on the desert island as: a conflictingly in/coherent space that
characterises  identity  as  deferred  and  structured  by  choice;  a  location  whose  ‘remoteness’
undermines satirical critiques of communal identity formation; a site whose ambivalent relationship
with ‘home’ and Otherness destabilises patriarchal ‘Western’ subjectivity; a space bound up with
mobility and instantaneity; and an expression of radical individuality and underdetermined identity.
The  desert  island  in  popular  culture  is  shown  to  reflect,  endorse  and  critique  a  profoundly
consumerist society that seduces us with promises of coherence, with the threat of repression
looming if we do not conform.

Liquid Evil John Wiley & Sons
There is nothing new about evil; it has been with us since time immemorial. But there is something
new about the kind of evil that characterizes our contemporary liquid-modern world. The evil that
characterized earlier forms of solid modernity was concentrated in the hands of states claiming
monopolies on the means of coercion and using the means at their disposal to pursue their ends
ends that were at times horrifically brutal and barbaric. In our contemporary liquid-modern societies,
by contrast, evil has become altogether more pervasive and at the same time less visible. Liquid evil
hides in the seams of the canvass woven daily by the liquid-modern mode of human interaction and
commerce, conceals itself in the very tissue of human cohabitation and in the course of its routine
and day-to-day reproduction. Evil lurks in the countless black holes of a thoroughly deregulated and
privatized social space in which cutthroat competition and mutual estrangement have replaced
cooperation and solidarity, while forceful individualization erodes the adhesive power of inter-human
bonds. In its present form evil is hard to spot, unmask and resist. It seduces us by its ordinariness
and then jumps out without warning, striking seemingly at random. The result is a social world that
is comparable to a minefield: we know it is full of explosives and that explosions will happen sooner
or later but we have no idea when and where they will occur. In this new book, the sequel to their
acclaimed work Moral Blindness Zygmunt Bauman and Leonidas Donskis guide the reader through

this new terrain in which evil has become both more ordinary and more insidious, threatening to
strip humanity of its dreams, alternative projects and powers of dissent at the very time when they
are needed most.

Liquid Surveillance

A Conversation John Wiley & Sons
‘Today the smallest details of our daily lives are tracked and traced more closely than ever before,
and those who are monitored often cooperate willingly with the monitors. From London and New
York to New Delhi, Shanghai and Rio de Janeiro, video cameras are a familiar and accepted sight in
public  places.  Air  travel  now commonly involves devices such as body-scanners and biometric
checks that have proliferated in the wake of 9/11. And every day Google and credit-card issuers note
the  details  of  our  habits,  concerns  and  preferences,  quietly  prompting  customized  marketing
strategies with our active, all too often zealous cooperation. In today’s liquid modern world, the
paths of daily life are mobile and flexible. Crossing national borders is a commonplace activity and
immersion  in  social  media  increasingly  ubiquitous.  Today’s  citizens,  workers,  consumers  and
travellers are always on the move but often lacking certainty and lasting bonds. But in this world
where spaces may not be fixed and time is boundless, our perpetual motion does not go unnoticed.
Surveillance spreads in hitherto unimaginable ways, responding to and reproducing the slippery
nature of modern life, seeping into areas where it once had only marginal sway. In this book the
surveillance analysis of  David Lyon meets the liquid modern world so insightfully dissected by
Zygmunt Bauman. Is a dismal future of moment-by-moment monitoring closing in, or are there still
spaces of freedom and hope? How do we realize our responsibility for the human beings before us,
often lost in discussions of data and categorization? Dealing with questions of power, technology
and morality, this book is a brilliant analysis of what it means to be watched – and watching – today.

Moral Blindness

The Loss of Sensitivity in Liquid Modernity John Wiley & Sons
Evil  is  not  confined  to  war  or  to  circumstances  in  which  people  are  acting  under  extreme duress.
Today it more frequently reveals itself in the everyday insensitivity to the suffering of others, in the
inability or refusal to understand them and in the casual turning away of one’s ethical gaze. Evil and
moral blindness lurk in what we take as normality and in the triviality and banality of everyday life,
and not just in the abnormal and exceptional cases. The distinctive kind of moral blindness that
characterizes our societies is brilliantly analysed by Zygmunt Bauman and Leonidas Donskis through
the concept of adiaphora: the placing of certain acts or categories of human beings outside of the
universe of moral obligations and evaluations. Adiaphora implies an attitude of indifference to what
is happening in the world – a moral numbness. In a life where rhythms are dictated by ratings wars
and box-office returns, where people are preoccupied with the latest gadgets and forms of gossip, in
our ‘hurried life’ where attention rarely has time to settle on any issue of importance, we are at
serious risk of losing our sensitivity to the plight of the other. Only celebrities or media stars can
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expect to be noticed in a society stuffed with sensational, valueless information. This probing inquiry
into the fate of our moral sensibilities will be of great interest to anyone concerned with the most
profound changes that are silently shaping the lives of everyone in our contemporary liquid-modern
world.

Siegfried Kracauer John Wiley & Sons
This major new book offers a much-needed introduction to the work of Siegfried Kracauer, one of the
main intellectual figures in the orbit of the Frankfurt School of Critical Theory. It is part of a timely
revival and reappraisal of his unique contribution to our critical understanding of modernity, the
interrogation of mass culture, and the recognition of both the dynamism and diminution of human
experience in the hustle and bustle of the contemporary metropolis. In stressing the extraordinary
variety of Kracauer’s writings (from scholarly philosophical treatises to journalistic fragments, from
comic novels to classified reports) and the dazzling diversity of his themes (from science and urban
architectural visions to slapstick and dancing girls), this insightful book reveals his fundamental and
formative  influence  upon  Critical  Theory  and  argues  for  his  vital  relevance  for  cultural  analysis
today. Kracauer’s work is distinguished by an acute sensitivity to the ‘surface manifestations’ of
popular culture and a witty, eminently readable literary style. In exploring and making accessible the
work of this remarkable thinker, this book will be indispensable for scholars and students working in
many  disciplines  and  interdisciplinary  fields:  sociology  and  social  theory;  film,  media  and  cultural
studies; urban studies, cultural geography and architectural theory; philosophy and Critical Theory.

The new Bauman reader

Thinking sociologically in liquid modern times Manchester University Press
Zygmunt  Bauman  has  written  more  than  seventy  books  over  five  decades,  most  taking  a  single
subject  and  finding  doors  to  open  it  in  all  directions.  His  work  is  an  essential  reference  point  in
sociology, but it is time that everyone caught up with him. In this book Tony Blackshaw doesn't just
tell us that Bauman is a massive star in sociology, he demonstrates why his light shines brighter
than  that  of  almost  any  other  intellectual  figure  in  the  world  today  by  offering  his  readers  deep
insights into the 'Bauman Effect'. The new Bauman reader is two books in one. On the one hand, it is
a critical  introduction to a vital  and inspiring sociologist who stands against the predictable in
'majority' sociology to draw out daring and new insights from which we can all learn. On the other, it
is  an  anthology  of  his  work  chosen  with  the  specific  aim  of  guiding  readers,  whether
undergraduates, postgraduates, academics or general readers to Bauman's original way of 'thinking
sociologically', which is as irresistible as the 'liquid' metaphor that guides it.

Machine Habitus

Toward a Sociology of Algorithms John Wiley & Sons
We commonly think of society as made of and by humans, but with the proliferation of machine
learning and AI technologies, this is clearly no longer the case. Billions of automated systems tacitly

contribute to the social  construction of  reality by drawing algorithmic distinctions between the
visible and the invisible, the relevant and the irrelevant, the likely and the unlikely – on and beyond
platforms. Drawing on the work of Pierre Bourdieu, this book develops an original sociology of
algorithms as social agents, actively participating in social life. Through a wide range of examples,
Massimo Airoldi shows how society shapes algorithmic code, and how this culture in the code guides
the practical behaviour of the code in the culture, shaping society in turn. The ‘machine habitus’ is
the generative mechanism at work throughout myriads of  feedback loops linking humans with
artificial  social  agents,  in  the  context  of  digital  infrastructures  and  pre-digital  social  structures.
Machine Habitus will be of great interest to students and scholars in sociology, media and cultural
studies, science and technology studies and information technology, and to anyone interested in the
growing role of algorithms and AI in our social and cultural life.

Zygmunt Bauman on Education in Liquid Modernity Routledge
Zygmunt Bauman on Education in Liquid Modernity evaluates the contribution that Bauman has
made to education studies. It outlines the central themes within social analysis in Bauman’s writings,
and examines how researchers have applied his key ideas to explore current theoretical issues. The
book focuses on Bauman’s ideas in relation to the management and consumption of education,
including topics such as student voice and individual identity; relationships and inclusive education.
Identifying and discussing underpinning assumptions about Bauman’s work and its application to
education, the book addresses the connection between his work and wider debates, providing a
critical and clarifying re-examination of Bauman’s contribution to the role of education within solid,
post  and liquid  modernity.  This  book  will  appeal  to  academics,  researchers  and postgraduate
students of education theory and the sociology of education. It will be of great interest to readers
seeking a critical appreciation and application of Bauman’s work to an educational context and
Bauman scholars interested in the application of contemporary social theory to education and its
role in identity formation in areas such as sex and relationships education.

Liquid Times

Living in an Age of Uncertainty John Wiley & Sons
The passage from ‘solid’ to ‘liquid’ modernity has created a new and unprecedented setting for
individual life pursuits, confronting individuals with a series of challenges never before encountered.
Social forms and institutions no longer have enough time to solidify and cannot serve as frames of
reference  for  human  actions  and  long-term  life  plans,  so  individuals  have  to  find  other  ways  to
organise their lives. They have to splice together an unending series of short-term projects and
episodes that don’t add up to the kind of sequence to which concepts like ‘career’ and ‘progress’
could  meaningfully  be  applied.  Such  fragmented  lives  require  individuals  to  be  flexible  and
adaptable  –  to  be constantly  ready and willing to  change tactics  at  short  notice,  to  abandon
commitments and loyalties without regret and to pursue opportunities according to their current
availability. In liquid modernity the individual must act, plan actions and calculate the likely gains
and losses of acting (or failing to act) under conditions of endemic uncertainty. Zygmunt Bauman’s
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brilliant writings on liquid modernity have altered the way we think about the contemporary world.
In this short book he explores the sources of the endemic uncertainty which shapes our lives today
and, in so doing, he provides the reader with a brief and accessible introduction to his highly original
account, developed at greater length in his previous books, of life in our liquid modern times.

Feminism and the Politics of 'Resilience'

Essays on Gender, Media and the End of Welfare John Wiley & Sons
In this short and provocative book, cultural studies scholar Angela McRobbie develops a much-
needed feminist account of neoliberalism. Highlighting the ways in which popular culture and the
media actively produce and sustain the cultural imaginary for social polarization, she shows how
there is substantial pressure on women not just to be employed, but to prioritize working life. She
fiercely  challenges  the  media  gatekeepers  who  shape  contemporary  womanhood  by  means  of
exposure and public shaming, and pays particular attention to the endemic nature of anti-welfarism
as it is addressed to women, thereby reducing the scope for feminist solidarity. In this theoretically
rich and deep analysis of current cultural processes, McRobbie introduces a series of concepts
including 'visual  media governmentality'  and the urging of  women into work as 'contraceptive
employment'. Foregrounding a triage of ideas as the 'perfect-imperfect-resilience' McRobbie conveys
some of the key means by which consumer capitalism attempts to manage the threats posed by the
new  feminisms.  She  proposes  that  'resilience'  emerges  as  a  compromise,  as  hard-edged
neoliberalism proffers  the  option  of  a  return  to  liberal  feminism.  A  lively  and  devastating  critique,
Feminism and Neoliberalism offers a much-needed wake-up call. It is essential reading for students
and scholars of cultural studies, media, sociology, and women's and gender studies.

The Drama of Reality Television

Lives of Youth in Liquid Modern Times Brill - Sense
In The Drama of Reality Television: The Lives of Youth in Liquid Modern Times, Danielle Ligocki
shares the personal accounts of seven young people whose lives are being shaped by both reality
television and the liquid modern time we are living in today.

Social Capital John Wiley & Sons
Social  capital  is  a  principal  concept  across  the  social  sciences  and  has  readily  entered  into
mainstream discourse. In short, it  is popular. However, this popularity has taken its toll.  Social
capital  suffers  from  a  lack  of  consensus  because  of  the  varied  ways  it  is  measured,  defined,  and
deployed  by  different  researchers.  It  has  been  put  to  work  in  ways  that  stretch  and  confuse  its
conceptual value, blurring the lines between networks, trust, civic engagement, and any type of
collaborative action. This clear and concise volume presents the diverse theoretical approaches of
scholars from Marx, Coleman, and Bourdieu to Putnam, Fukuyama, and Lin, carefully analyzing their
commonalities and differences. Joonmo Son categorizes this wealth of work according to whether its
focus is on the necessary preconditions for social capital, its structural basis, or its production. He

distinguishes between individual and collective social capital (from shared resources of a personal
network to pooled assets of a whole society), and interrogates the practical impact social capital has
had in  various  policy  areas  (from health  to  economic  development).  Social  Capital  will  be  of
immense value to readers across the social sciences and practitioners in relevant fields seeking to
understand this mercurial concept.

Axel Honneth John Wiley & Sons
With his insightful and wide-ranging theory of recognition, AxelHonneth has decisively reshaped the
Frankfurt  School  tradition ofcritical  social  theory.  Combining insights from philosophy,sociology,
psychology, history, political economy, and culturalcritique, Honneth’s work proposes nothing less
than anaccount of the moral infrastructure of human sociality and itsrelation to the perils and
promise  of  contemporary  sociallife.  This  book  provides  an  accessible  overview  of  Honneth’s
maincontributions across a variety of fields, assessing the strengthsand weaknesses of his thought.
Christopher Zurn clearly explainsHonneth’s multi-faceted theory of recognition and itsrelation to
diverse  topics:  individual  identity,  morality,  activistmovements,  progress,  social  pathologies,
capitalism,  justice,freedom,  and  critique.  In  so  doing,  he  places  Honneth’stheory  in  a  broad
intellectual context, encompassing classic socialtheorists such as Kant, Hegel, Marx, Freud, Dewey,
Adorno andHabermas,  as well  as contemporary trends in social  theory andpolitical  philosophy.
Treating  the  full  range  of  Honneth’scorpus,  including  his  major  new  work  on  social  freedom
anddemocratic ethical life, this book is the most up-to-date guideavailable. Axel Honneth will be
invaluable to students and scholarsworking across the humanities and social  sciences,  as well
asanyone seeking a clear guide to the work of one of the mostinfluential theorists writing today.

Gender and Social Movements John Wiley & Sons
How  does  gender  influence  social  movements?  How  do  social  movements  deal  with  gender?  In
Gender and Social Movements, Jo Reger takes a comprehensive look at the ways in which people
organize around gender issues and how gender shapes social movements. Here gender is more than
an individual quality, it is a part of the very foundation of social movements, shaping how they
recruit, mobilize and articulate their strategies, tactics and identities. Moving past the gender binary,
Reger  explores  how  movements  can  shift  understandings  of  gender  and  how  backlash  and
countermovements can often follow gendered movement successes. Adopting both an intersectional
and global lens, the book introduces readers to the idea that gender as a form of societal power is
integral in all efforts for social change. With a critical overview across different types of movements
and gender activism, such as the women’s liberation, #Metoo and transgender rights movements,
this  book  offers  a  solid  foundation  for  those  seeking  to  understand  how  gender  and  social
movements  interact.

State of Fear in a Liquid World Routledge
This book examines the insecurity that besets our lives in the contemporary world, whether as a
result of natural disasters, human negligence or, more recently, threats to security in the form of
terrorist activity, which itself gives rise to new fears: fear of travel, agoraphobia, distrust of others
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and existential anxieties. Revealing the connection between the two components of our insecurity,
as reflecting on and conditioning human existence, and producing social problems, the author brings
this to bear on the notion of security that modernity had sought to guarantee to its citizens – a
notion that has slowly crumbled with the crisis of modernity and with the emergence of the "liquid"
world.  Now  insecurity  is  endemic  and  has  so  firmly  become  part  of  us  as  to  be  accepted  as  an
unpleasant aspect of normality that we must live with. However, the necessity of living in a risk
society  in  which  security  has  emerged  as  important  does  nothing  to  dispel  the  fear  that
accompanies us at all times. An engagement with the thought of Bauman that explores fear as an
accompaniment to the end of  modernity and its  assurances,  State of  Fear in a Liquid World offers
developments of the thesis of liquid modernity and will appeal to scholars and students of sociology,
social theory and politics with interests in individualisation, social change and (in)security.

Key Concepts in Community Studies SAGE Publications
"This book is both insightful and engaging, enriched with diverse and up-to-date readings. Tony
Blackshaw lays bare debates surrounding the uses and abuses of  key concepts of  community
studies and breathes new life into community as theory and community studies as method." - Peter
Bramham, Leeds Metropolitan University "I would highly recommend this book to any student who is
studying communities and groups in society. The book and chapters are structured in a way that
students  will  find  it  easy  to  move from one theme to  another;  to  dip  into  relevant  chapters  when
needed; to gain a good understanding of concepts and how and why they are applied to individuals
and communities. The book encompasses both breadth and depth of key concepts and issues. This
book will be compulsory reading on our Community Studies degree." - Lesley Groom, University of
Bolton This  book defines the current  identity  of  community  studies,  provides a  critical  but  reliable
introduction to its key concepts and is an engaging guide to the key social research methods used
by community researchers and practitioners. Concise but clear, it caters for the needs of those
interested  in  community  studies  by  offering  cross-referenced,  accessible  overviews  of  the  key
theoretical  issues  that  have  the  most  influence  on  community  studies  today.  It  incorporates  all  of
the important frames of reference including those which are: theoretical research focused practice
and policy oriented political concerned about the place of community in everyday life. The extensive
bibliographies and up-to-date guides to further reading reinforce the aim of the book to provide an
invaluable learning resource. Interdisciplinary in approach and inventive in its range of applications
this book will  be of value to students studying sociology, social policy, politics and community
development.

Economy and State John Wiley & Sons
Should  governments  be  involved  in  economic  affairs?  Challenging  prevailing  wisdom  about  the
benefits of self-regulating markets, Nina Bandelj and Elizabeth Sowers offer a uniquely sociological
perspective to emphasize that states can never be divorced from economy. From defining property
rights  and  regulating  commodification  of  labor  to  setting  corporate  governance  standards  and
international  exchange  rules,  the  state  continuously  manages  the  functioning  of  markets  and
influences  economic  outcomes  for  individuals,  firms  and  nations.  The  authors  bring  together

classical interventions and cutting-edge contemporary research in economic sociology to discuss six
broad areas of economy/state connection: property, money, labor, firms, national economic growth,
and global economic exchange. A wealth of empirical examples and illustrations reveals that even if
the nature of  state influence on economy varies  across  contexts,  it  is  always dependent  on social
forces. This accessible and engaging book will  be essential  reading for upper-level students of
economic sociology, and those interested in the major economic dilemmas of our times. .

Why Are There Still Creationists?

Human Evolution and the Ancestors John Wiley & Sons
The evidence for the ancestry of the human species among the apes is overwhelming. But the facts
are  never  “just”  facts.  Human  evolution  has  always  been  a  value-laden  scientific  theory  and,  as
anthropology makes clear, the ancestors are always sacred. They may be ghosts, or corpses, or
fossils, or a naked couple in a garden, but the idea that you are part of a lineage is a powerful and
universal one. Meaning and morals are at play, which most certainly transcend science and its quest
for maximum accuracy. With clarity and wit,  Jonathan Marks shows that the creation/evolution
debate  is  not  science  versus  religion.  After  all,  modern  anti-evolutionists  reject  humanistic
scholarship about the Bible even more fundamentally than they reject the science of our simian
ancestry. Widening horizons on both sides of the debate, Marks makes clear that creationism is a
theological,  not  a  scientific,  debate  and  that  thinking  perceptively  about  values  and  meanings
should  not  be  an  alternative  to  thinking  about  science  –  it  should  be  a  key  part  of  it.

Social Theory Re-Wired

New Connections to Classical and Contemporary Perspectives Routledge
This social theory text combines the structure of a print reader with the ability to tailor the course
via an extensive interactive website. Readings from important classical and contemporary theorists
are placed in conversation with one another through core themes—the puzzle of social order, the
dark  side  of  modernity,  identity,  etc.  The  website  includes  videos,  interactive  commentaries,
summaries of key concepts, exams and quizzes, annotated selections from key readings, classroom
activities, and more. See the website at www.routledgesoc.com/theory New to the second edition:
Expanded web content.  Teacher/student feedback employed to clarify difficult  concepts.  Reframed
contemporary section now offers readings by Robert  Merton,  Bruno Latour,  David Harvey,  Zygmut
Bauman, and Anthony Giddens.

What is Migration History? John Wiley & Sons
The study of migration is and always has been an interdisciplinary field of study, vast and vibrant in
nature.  This  short  introduction  to  the  field,  written  by  leading  historians  of  migration  for  student
readers,  offers  an  acute  analysis  of  key  issues  across  several  disciplines.  It  takes  in  its  scope  an
overview of migrations through history, how classic theories have interpreted such movements, and
contemporary  topics  and  debates  including  transnational  and  transcultural  lives,  access  to
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citizenship,  and  migrant  entrepreneurship.  Historical  perspectives  reveal  how  the  scholarly  field
emerged and developed over  time and across  cultures  and how historians  of  migration  have
recently begun to re-write the story of human life on earth. Throughout, the authors suggest how
the movements of millions of mobile men and women persistently challenge changing scholarly
paradigms for understanding their lives. Key concepts and theories, such as systems, networks, and
gender, are explained and historicized to produce a complex picture of the interaction of migrants,
scholars, and disciplinary cultures in a globalized world.

Modernity and the Holocaust John Wiley & Sons
Sociology is concerned with modern society, but has never come to terms with one of the most
distinctive and horrific aspects of modernity - the Holocaust. The book examines what sociology can
teach us about  the Holocaust,  but  more particularly  concentrates upon the lessons which the
Holocaust has for sociology. Bauman's work demonstrates that the Holocaust has to be understood
as deeply involved with the nature of modernity. There is nothing comparable to this work available
in the sociological literature.

Seduction

Men, Masculinity and Mediated Intimacy John Wiley & Sons
Within the so-called seduction community, the ability to meet and attract women is understood as a
skill which heterosexual men can cultivate through practical training and personal development.
Though it has been an object of media speculation – and frequent sensationalism – for over a
decade,  this  cultural  formation  remains  poorly  understood.  In  the  first  book-length  study  of  the
industry, Rachel O’Neill takes us into the world of seduction seminars, training events, instructional
guidebooks  and video tutorials.  Pushing past  established understandings  of  ‘pickup artists’  as
pathetic, pathological or perverse, she examines what makes seduction so compelling for those
drawn  to  participate  in  this  sphere.  Seduction  vividly  portrays  how  the  twin  rationalities  of
neoliberalism and postfeminism are reorganising contemporary intimate life, as labour-intensive and
profit-orientated modes of sociality consume other forms of being and relating. It is essential reading
for students and scholars of gender, sexuality, sociology and cultural studies, as well as anyone who
wants to understand the seduction industry’s overarching logics and internal workings.

Liminality and the Modern

Living Through the In-Between Routledge
This  book provides  the history  and genealogy of  an  increasingly  important  subject:  liminality.
Coming to the fore in recent years in social and political theory and extending beyond is original use
as developed within anthropology, liminality has come to denote spaces and moments in which the
taken-for-granted order of the world ceases to exist and novel forms emerge, often in unpredictable
ways. Liminality and the Modern offers a comprehensive introduction to this concept, discussing its
development and laying out a conceptual and experiential framework for thinking about change in

terms of liminality. Applying this framework to questions surrounding the implosion of ’non-spaces’,
the analysis of major historical periods and the study of political revolution, the book also explores
its  possible  uses  in  social  science  research  and  its  implications  for  our  understanding  of  the
uncertainty and contingency of the liquid structures of modern society. Shedding new light on a
concept central to social thought, as well as its capacity for pushing social and political theory in
new directions, this book will be of interest to scholars across the social sciences and philosophy
working  in  fields  such  as  social,  political  and  anthropological  theory,  cultural  studies,  social  and
cultural  geography,  and  historical  anthropology  and  sociology.

In AI We Trust

Power, Illusion and Control of Predictive Algorithms John Wiley & Sons
One of  the most persistent concerns about the future is  whether it  will  be dominated by the
predictive algorithms of AI – and, if so, what this will mean for our behaviour, for our institutions and
for what it means to be human. AI changes our experience of time and the future and challenges our
identities, yet we are blinded by its efficiency and fail to understand how it affects us. At the heart of
our trust in AI lies a paradox: we leverage AI to increase our control over the future and uncertainty,
while at the same time the performativity of AI, the power it has to make us act in the ways it
predicts, reduces our agency over the future. This happens when we forget that that we humans
have created the digital  technologies  to  which we attribute agency.  These developments also
challenge the narrative of progress, which played such a central role in modernity and is based on
the hubris of total control.  We are now moving into an era where this control is limited as AI
monitors  our  actions,  posing  the  threat  of  surveillance,  but  also  offering  the  opportunity  to
reappropriate control and transform it into care. As we try to adjust to a world in which algorithms,
robots and avatars play an ever-increasing role, we need to understand better the limitations of AI
and how their predictions affect our agency, while at the same time having the courage to embrace
the uncertainty of the future.

Liquid Church Wipf and Stock Publishers
A visionary book for the emergent church. The church must be like water--flexible, fluid, changeable.
This book is a vision for how the church can embrace the liquid nature of culture rather than just
scrambling  to  keep  afloat  while  sailing  over  it.  Ward  urges  us  to  move  away  from  the  traditional
notion of church as a gathering of people meeting in one place at one time to the dynamic notion of
the  emergent  church  as  a  series  of  relationships  and  communications.  In  the  Liquid  Church,
membership is determined by participation and involvement. Liquid Church is continually on the
move, flowing in response to the Spirit and the gospel of Jesus, the imagination and creativity of its
leaders,  and the choices and experiences of it  worshippers.  In this provocative, insightful,  and
challenging book, Pete Ward presents his vision of a Liquid Church that addresses the needs of the
isolated consumer-Christian by providing connection and community, located in common cause and
similar desire for God.
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Religion in the Contemporary World

A Sociological Introduction John Wiley & Sons
In the new edition of this widely praised text, Alan Aldridge examines the complex realities of
religious  belief,  practice  and institutions.  Religion is  a  powerful  and controversial  force in  the
contemporary world, even in supposedly secular societies. Almost all societies seek to cultivate
religions and faith communities as sources of social stability and engines of social progress. They
also try to combat real and imagined abuses and excess, regulating cults that brainwash vulnerable
people, containing fundamentalism that threatens democracy and the progress of science, and
identifying terrorists who threaten atrocities in the name of religion. The third edition has been
carefully revised to make sure it is fully up to date with recent developments and debates. Major
themes in  the  revised  edition  include  the  recently  erupted  ‘culture  war’  between progressive
secularists and conservative believers, the diverse manifestations of ‘fundamentalism’ and their
impact on the wider society, new individual forms of religious expression in opposition to traditional
structures of authority, and the backlash against ‘multiculturalism’ with its controversial implications
for the social integration of ethnic and religious minority communities. Impressive in its scholarly
analysis of a vibrant and challenging aspect of human societies, the third edition will appeal strongly
to students taking courses in the sociology of religion and religious studies, as well as to everyone
interested in the place of religion in the contemporary world.

Liquid Pleasures

A Social History of Drinks in Modern Britain Routledge
Drinking has always meant much more than satisfying the thirst. Drinking can be a necessity, a
comfort, an indulgence or a social activity. Liquid Pleasures is an engrossing study of the social
history of drinks in Britain from the late seventeenth century to the present. From the first cup of tea
at  breakfast  to  mid-morning  coffee,  to  an  eveining  beer  and  a  'night-cap',  John  Burnett  discusses
individual drinks and drinking patterns which have varied not least with personal taste but also with
age, gender, region and class. He shows how different ages have viewed the same drink as either
demon poison or medicine. John Burnett traces the history of what has been drunk in Britain from
the 'hot  beverage revolution'  of  the late seventeenth century -  connecting drinks and related
substances such as sugar to empire - right up to the 'cold drinks revolution' of the late twentieth
century, examining the factors which have determined these major changes in our dietary habits.

Talking Prices

Symbolic Meanings of Prices on the Market for Contemporary Art Princeton University Press
How do dealers price contemporary art in a world where objective criteria seem absent? Talking
Prices is  the first  book to examine this question from a sociological  perspective.  On the basis of  a
wide range of qualitative and quantitative data, including interviews with art dealers in New York
and Amsterdam, Olav Velthuis shows how contemporary art galleries juggle the contradictory logics

of art and economics. In doing so, they rely on a highly ritualized business repertoire. For instance, a
sharp distinction between a  gallery's  museumlike front  space and its  businesslike  back space
safeguards the separation of art from commerce. Velthuis shows that prices, far from being abstract
numbers, convey rich meanings to trading partners that extend well beyond the works of art. A high
price may indicate not only the quality of a work but also the identity of collectors who bought it
before the artist's reputation was established. Such meanings are far from unequivocal. For some, a
high price may be a symbol of status; for others, it is a symbol of fraud. Whereas sociological
thought has long viewed prices as reducing qualities to quantities, this pathbreaking and engagingly
written book reveals the rich world behind these numerical values. Art dealers distinguish different
types  of  prices  and  attach  moral  significance  to  them.  Thus  the  price  mechanism  constitutes  a
symbolic  system  akin  to  language.

44 Letters From the Liquid Modern World John Wiley & Sons
This liquid modern world of ours, like all liquids, cannot stand still and keep its shape for long.
Everything  keeps  changing  -  the  fashions  we follow,  the  events  that  intermittently  catch  our
attention, the things we dream of and things we fear. And we, the inhabitants of this world in flux,
feel the need to adjust to its tempo by being ‘flexible' and constantly ready to change. We want to
know what is going on and what is likely to happen, but what we get is an avalanche of information
that threatens to overwhelm us. How are we to sift the information that really matters from the
heaps of useless and irrelevant rubbish? How are we to derive meaningful messages from senseless
noise? We face the daunting task of trying to distinguish the important from the insubstantial, distil
the  things  that  matter  from  false  alarms  and  flashes  in  the  pan.  Nothing  escapes  scrutiny  so
stubbornly as the ordinary things of everyday life, hiding in the light of deceptive and misleading
familiarity. To turn them into objects of attention and scrutiny, they must first be torn out from that
daily  routine:  the  apparently  familiar  must  be  made strange.  This  is  precisely  what  Zygmunt
Bauman seeks to do in these 44 letters: each tells a story drawn from ordinary lives, but tells it in
order  to  reveal  an  extraordinariness  that  we  might  otherwise  overlook.  Arresting,  revealing,
disconcerting, these snapshots of life by the most brilliant analyst of our liquid modern world will
appeal to a wide readership.

The Invention of the 'Underclass'

A Study in the Politics of Knowledge John Wiley & Sons
At century’s close, American social scientists, policy analysts, philanthropists and politicians became
obsessed with a fearsome and mysterious new group said to be ravaging the ghetto: the urban
“underclass.” Soon the scarecrow category and its demonic imagery were exported to the United
Kingdom  and  continental  Europe  and  agitated  the  international  study  of  exclusion  in  the
postindustrial  metropolis.  In  this  punchy  book,  Loïc  Wacquant  retraces  the  invention  and
metamorphoses of this racialized folk devil, from the structural conception of Swedish economist
Gunnar Myrdal to the behavioral notion of Washington think-tank experts to the neo-ecological
formulation of sociologist William Julius Wilson. He uncovers the springs of the sudden irruption,
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accelerated circulation, and abrupt evaporation of the “underclass” from public debate, and reflects
on  the  implications  for  the  social  epistemology  of  urban  marginality.  What  accounts  for  the
“lemming effect” that drew a generation of scholars of race and poverty over a scientific cliff? What
are the conditions for the formation and bursting of “conceptual speculative bubbles”? What is the
role  of  think  tanks,  journalism,  and  politics  in  imposing  “turnkey  problematics”  upon  social
researchers? What are the special quandaries posed by the naming of dispossessed and dishonored
populations in scientific discourse and how can we reformulate the explosive question of “race” to
avoid these troubles? Answering these questions constitutes an exacting exercise in epistemic
reflexivity in the tradition of Bachelard, Canguilhem and Bourdieu, and it issues in a clarion call for
social scientists to defend their intellectual autonomy against the encroachments of outside powers,
be they state officials, the media, think tanks, or philanthropic organizations. Compact, meticulous
and forcefully argued, this study in the politics of social science knowledge will be of great interest
to  students  and scholars  in  sociology,  anthropology,  urban studies,  ethnic  studies,  geography,
intellectual history, the philosophy of science and public policy.

Undocumented Migration John Wiley & Sons
Undocumented migration is a global and yet elusive phenomenon. Despite contemporary efforts to
patrol  national  borders  and mass deportation programs,  it  remains  firmly  placed at  the top of  the
political  agenda  in  many  countries  where  it  receives  hostile  media  coverage  and  generates  fierce
debate. However, as this much-needed book makes clear, unauthorized movement should not be
confused  or  crudely  assimilated  with  the  social  reality  of  growing  numbers  of  large,  settled
populations lacking full citizenship and experiencing precarious lives. From the journeys migrants
take to the lives they seek on arrival and beyond, Undocumented Migration provides a comparative
view of how this phenomenon plays out, looking in particular at the United States and Europe.
Drawing on their extensive expertise, the authors breathe life into the various issues and debates
surrounding  migration,  including  the  experiences  and  voices  of  migrants  themselves,  to  offer  a
critical  analysis  of  a  hidden  and  too  often  misrepresented  population.

Liquid Jade

The Story of Tea from East to West St. Martin's Press
Traveling from East to West over thousands of years, tea has played a variety of roles on the world
scene – in medicine, politics, the arts, culture, and religion. Behind this most serene of beverages,
idolized by poets and revered in spiritual practices, lie stories of treachery, violence, smuggling,
drug trade, international  espionage, slavery,  and revolution.  Liquid Jade's rich narrative history
explores tea in all  its  social  and cultural  aspects.  Entertaining yet informative and extensively
researched, Liquid Jade tells the story of western greed and eastern bliss. China first used tea as a
remedy. Taoists celebrated tea as the elixir of immortality. Buddhist Japan developed a whole body
of  practices  around  tea  as  a  spiritual  path.  Then  came  the  traumatic  encounter  of  the  refined
Eastern cultures with the first Western merchants, the trade wars, the emergence of the ubiquitous
English East India Company. Scottish spies crisscrossed China to steal the secrets of tea production.
An army of smugglers made fortunes with tea deliveries in the dead of night. In the name of "free
trade" the English imported opium to China in exchange for tea. The exploding tea industry in the
eighteenth century reinforced the practice of  slavery in the sugar plantations.  And one of  the
reasons why tea became popular in the first place is that it helped sober up the English, who were
virtually drowning in alcohol. During the nineteenth century, the massive consumption of tea in
England also led to the development of the large tea plantation system in colonial India – a story of
success for British Empire tea and of untold misery for generations of tea workers. Liquid Jade also
depicts tea's beauty and delights, not only with myths about the beginnings of tea or the lovers'
legend in the familiar  blue-and-white porcelain willow pattern,  but also with a rich and varied
selection of works of art and historical photographs, which form a rare and comprehensive visual tea
record. The book includes engaging and lesser-known topics, including the exclusion of women from
seventeenth-century tea houses or the importance of water for tea, and answers such questions as:
"What  does  a  tea  taster  do?"  "How  much  caffeine  is  there  in  tea?"  "What  is  fair  trade  tea?"  and
"What  is  the  difference  between  black,  red,  yellow,  green,  or  white  tea?"  Connecting  past  and
present  and  spanning  five  thousand  years,  Beatrice  Hohenegger's  captivating  and  multilayered
account of tea will enhance the experience of a steaming "cuppa" for tea lovers the world over.


